Muslims, Serbs sign ceasefire 

SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian Serbs and Muslims on Friday rfpnti 
a ceasefire to take effect a da;, late at' noon (1100 GMT)on 
Saturday and Serbs said they had already ordered their forces to 
stop fighting- ‘This is the most serious ceasefire readied in 
Bosnia,” United Nations spokesman Alexander Ivanko said after 
intense shuttle diplomacy by U.N. special envoy Yasushi Akashi 
yielded the deal. Tbe ceasefire should have started at noon on 
Friday. But Mr. Akashi was still negotiating a simplified version of 
the agreement, removing serious obstacles, when the deadline 
came (an inside). Bosnian President Alija Izetbcgovic and 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic agreed to a ceasefire until 
Jan. 1 to be followed by a four-month "cessation of hostilities.'* 
Mr. Akashi said international talks on a big power peace plan 
would happen during the second phase while the Unite! Nations 
deployed peacekeeping forces between the warring sides. The 
agreement crowned private mediation by U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter who was called in by Bosnian Serbs to break die deadlock 
in efforts to end almost 33 months of war in Bosnia. 
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AnftttoiMJonbftSB^Vi 

AMMAN (AFP) — Palestine Liberation Orginisa^ .CE^l 
nywraiMi Yasser Arafat w® wit Jordan Sunday-far aftswitfr 
King Hussein, on the bdest- ArrdopaKtai: m ttehfitfSe Easft; 
Palestinian officials said Friday. .It wul 

Amman since Jordan signed a peace treaty With Israel on Qct 26. 
The officials said the talks would focus on . PLO-Jonfeniait 
relations, which were s t r a i ned over the "special rote” in adrfti- 
otsteiog Muslim shrines in Jerusalem accorded to Jordan tw the 
peace treaty. Mr. Arafat, who heads the 'Palestinian self-rufc 
authority, was not invited to. the signing ceremony off the 
Jordanian-Israeli border, which was attended by US. Preadeaf 
Bin din ton. Jordan has said it planned to maintain custodyover 
tbe holy shrines only until Palestinian autonomy was owodecftt) 
Jerusalem. Negotiations on the final statasdf JenKalera are due to 
begin in May 1996. 
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holiday declared 

lMMAN (Petra) — All 
linistries, government de- 
artments and public institu- 
:ons will be closed Thursday 
>ec. 29 in observance of Al 
sraa Wal Mi ’raj anniversary, 
fhich falls on Friday, Dec. 
0. This was announced by a 
omm unique issued Friday 
y Prime Minister Abdul 
alam Majali. AJ Israa Wal 
4i'raj marks the Prophet 
Mohammad’s nocturnal trip 
d heaven. 

Nazareth Muslims 

selebrate 

Christmas 

EEL AVIV (AFP) — Mus- 
lims m the town of Nazareth 
in northern Israel where 
Jesus lived have decked out 
their mosque with Christmas 
decorations and will cele- 
brate tbe Christian festival. 
“We celebrate Christmas ev- 
ery year, 400 Muslim scouts 
will take part in tbe festivities 
in Nazareth^ on Saturday, 
■said Atef Yussef A1 Fahum, 
keeper of the town’s White 
Mosque. The mosque de- 
voted its sermon at Friday 
"prayers to the subject of 
.Christmas. “Christ is a 
.prophet for Muslims, his 
Birth was recorded in 
"Koran,” Mr. Fahum said. “It 
Is fitting Christmas should be 
die subject of today’s ser- 
mon.” Nazareth Mayor 
’ Ramez Jaraissi hailed the in- 
itiative of the White Mosque, 
‘ die largest mosque in the 
• town of Israel’s Galilee re- 
gion. “It shows fraternity and 
unity. It shows the true face 
"of Nazareth,” Mr. Jaraissi 
-said, adding that “all the 
' town's festivals are shared by 
J everyone." * 

‘Yoga Is answer to 
Israeli security 
fears’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Yoga 
could be the answer to 
Israel’s security problems and 
prevent another Middle East 
war, a fighter pilot told Israel 
Aadio here Friday proposing 
the formation of a special 
squadron of yogis. Air force 
yoga experts 'were able to 
create a “magnetic field 
which will help bring a serene 
atinosphere to the entire re- 
gion, Commander Reuven 
Zilinkovsky said. The prop- 
osal had been submitted to 
Prime Minister Yitzbak 
Rabin, he added. “Just as our' 
countiy has a nuclear power 
station and an army for de- 
fence, so there should be a 
squadron of yogis. That will 
break down the hostility sur- 
rounding us, and so prevent 
another war in the Middle 
East,” said Mr. Zilinkovsky, 
an electronics engineer. He 
said yoga experts had already 
dissipated hostility emanating 
from two Arab villages in the 
Galilee region of northern 
Israel — Deir Hana and 
Sakhnin. “We live in perfect 
harmony with their inhabi- 
tants, Mr. Zilinkovsky said. 
“What is true for Galilee can 
also be true for Lebanon,” he 
added. 

bridegroom killed in 
clash with police 

KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Two people including the 
bridegroom were killed and 
nine were wounded on Friday 
iif a dash between police and 
a wedding party in the south- 
ern Pakistani dty of Karachi. 
An angry crowd then tried to 
burn down the nearby police 
station. “We can’t say what’s 
happening. There is firing 
from all sides,” a policeman 
inside the station told Reu- 
ters by telephone. 

Saudi, Yemeni 
beheaded for 
murder 

RJYADH (AFP) — A Saudi 
and a Yemeni condemned to 
death for two separate mur- 
ders were beheaded in Saudi 
Arabia on Friday, the In- 
terior Ministry said here. The 
Saudi, Hassan Assayri, was 
found guilty of killing a fel- 
low Saudi in a personal era ar- 
tel, the ministry said in a 
statement quoted by state 
ratio. He was executed in 
Riyadh. Ahmad Ben Ali Ma- 
j, id, a Yemeni, killed one of 
ms compatriots for similar 
reasons and was executed in 
Jeddah on the Red Sea coast 


Russian deputies seek 
truce as warplanes 
continue to hit Grozny 

Concern mounts in West over casualties 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Russian forces pounded 
Grozny, the Chechen capital, 
with bombs and artillery 
rounds on Friday and Rus- 
sia's lower house of parlia- 
ment appealed to President 
Boris Yeltsin and his rivals to 
halt the fighting. 

France and Britain also 
voiced concern about the 
situation in the breakaway, 
mainly Muslim region of 
Chechenya after a relentless 
bombardment of Grozny 
since Thursday that has 
claimed dozens of lives. So 
far the rest of the world has 
been silent. 

“I don’t know who can 
stop this, but someone must 
stop it. Please, stop it,” a 
young Grozny woman; fight- 
ing track tears as she heldner __ 
daughter's hand, told Rus- 
sia’s independent television 
channel NTV. 

Deputies in Russia's State 
Duma appealed for an urgent 
ceasefire after jets bombed 
Grozny hourly through the 
night, damaging buildings 
and killing more civilians af- 
ter carnage the previous day. 

The Duma voted 228 to 38 
with three abstentions to 
back a call for a moratorium 
on militaiy actions and to 
hold peace talks, but efforts 
to call a no-confidence mo- 
tion against Mr. Yeltsin 
failed. 

There was no immediate 
response from any side and 
hopes of ending the fighting 
seemed unlikely. 

Russia, which sent troops 
to Chechenya on Dec. 11 to 
halt die region's three-year 
drive for independence, has 
stiffened its militaiy cam- 
paign in the last two days by 
intensifying air strikes on 
central Grozny. 

Russian troops backed by 
artillery and helicopter 


guns hips were waging a ma- 
jor assault to completely seal 
off Grozny. 

Elite marines units and two 
motorised divisions arrived in 
the region Friday and sealed 
off the capital of the break- 
away Chechenya republic, a 
Russian government spokes- 
man in Moscow said. 

Tbe official said the in- 
formation had come from the 
command headquarters of 
the Russian operation in 
Chechenya, adding that the 
report had been “verified." 

“The Siberian and Urals 
motorised divisions and 
marines units have arrived 
around Grozny^ to reinforce 
troops already present on the 
ground,” reported tbe ITAR- 
TASS news agency, citing a 
government statement. 

Earlier, fierce fighting was 
reported east of Grozny as 
Russian troops mounted a 
major attack against me 
strategic town of Argun ab- 
out 20 kilometres away in a 
bid to complete their encirc- 
lement of the capital. 

Argun stands on the road 
from Grozny to Gudemes in 
the neighbouring Republic of 
Daghestan, whose border 
with Chechenya was closed 
by Russian troops Friday. 

Russian troops, sent Dec. 
11 to crush the rebel repub- 
lic’s three-year-old independ- 
ence bid, control exits from 
the city to the west and north. 
Tbe southern route is open to 
allow refugees to flee, but it 
does not communicate by 
road with adjoining repub- 
lics. 

Correspondents at Argun 
reported that the Russians 
bombarded outgunned 
Chechen defenders with heli- 
copter gunships and artillery. 
Warplanes roared overhead. 
Smoke poured out of Argun 
and two positions near the 


town. 

At 11:00 a.m. (0800 GMT) 
about eight Chechen defen- 
ders hid behind a concrete 
barricade on the strategic 
road armed with a heavy 
machine-gun for shooting at 
the helicopters and anti-tank 
grenade launchers. 

But the odds were dearly 
stacked against them. Four 
helicopters flew low in wide 
circles over tbe flat, snow- 
covered fields by the road, 
firing rockets and 
machineguns at anything that 
moved. 

Just outside Argun, a heli- 
copter opened machinegun 
fire on a correspondent and 
his Chechen driver from a 
distance of about 400 metres, 
kicking up snow less than a 
couple of metres away. 

The Russian defence 
ministry earlier warned jour- 
nalists to leave combat zones 
following the death of free- 
lance American photo- 
grapher Cynthia Elbaum, 
who died in a Russian air raid 
on Grozny Thursday. 

Western governments cal- 
led on Moscow on Friday to 
limit civilian casualties in the 
conflict in Chechenya, a sign 
of their growing concern over 
the repercussions of Russia's 
military adventure in the 
North Caucasian region. 

Britain and France said 
they haft jold Moscow they, 
were worried about the grow- 
ing number of civilian casual- 
ties in Grozny. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman said London had 
signalled its concerns through 
diplomatic channels. 

A French foreign ministry 
spokesman said Paris had 
asked the Kremlin to protect 
foreign nationals and journal- 
ists, a day after calling on 

' (Continued on page 7) 


Troops, Palestinians clash 
at West Bank settlement 


OCCUPIED BETH- 
LEHEM, West Bank (Agen- 
cies) — Israeli troops fired 
tear-gas Friday to disperse 
Palestinian villagers who 
tried for a second day to 
block the construction of a 
new residential area in a 
West Bank Jewish settle- 
ment. 

Witnesses said several 
dozen Palestinians from A1 
Khadr village stopped bull- 
dozers clearing ground in the 
Efrata settlement near Beth- 
lehem. 

Security forces arrested 
two of the protesters and a 
press photographer. The 
army sealed oft the area. 

The Palestinians claim the 
40 hectares of land. But an 
Israeli army spokesman 
d aimed tbe land was under 
the “jurisdiction” of Efrata, a 
settlement inhabited by 5,000 
Jews. 

The Israeli militaiy author- 
ity seized the land in 1982 and 
allocated it to the settlement 
for development. 

Efrata “mayor” Gideon 
Ahiman said be planned to 
build 500 extra homes on the 
land with private funds. 

But Hassan Salah, a 
Palestinian villager, told 
AFP: “This is one of the last 
plots of land still owned by A1 
Khadr after thousands of Dec- 
lares were confiscated for 
Israeli settlements.” 
Settlements in the region 
cover 60 square kilometres. 
They are due to be finked to 
Jerusalem in 18 months’ time 
by a new road bypassing the 
Palestinian village. Efrata lies 
on the edge of Jerusalem — 
an area where Israel is plan- 
ning to build thousands of 
homes over the coming 
months, while continuing 
negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians on extending self-rule. 

The government has given 
the green light for 1,900 
homes to be built in 1995 in 
Maale Adumin east of Jeru- 
salem. Five hundred are 


already under construction. 

South of the Holy City, 
1,000 homes are being built 
in Betar, with 1,000 more on 
the drawing board. 

To the north, 500 homes 
are being built in Givat Zeev. 

In East Jerusalem, work 
will begin on 10,000 new 
homes in 1995. 

Under the declaration of 
principles signed in Washing- 
ton in September 1993, the 
army is to pull out of urban 
areas on the West Bank be- 
fore elections to a new 
Palestinian autonomy coun- 
cil. But the details are still 
being negotiated. 

Some 120,000 settlers live% 
in 120 settlements on the 
West Bank. 

In Friday’s protest, Palesti- 
nians said a 65 -year-old 
Palestinian suffered bruises 
when an Israeli officer 
pushed him to the ground 
and then was hit by a bulldoz- 
er during the sit-down pro- 
test, in which demonstrators 
blocked the path of a bulldoz- 
er on land the injured man 
said belonged- to him. The 
man was taken to hospital. 

Israeli soldiers also de- 
tained two Palestinians from 
the crowd of more than 200 
villagers protesting the work. 

“There were about 50 sol- 
diers and officers guarding 
tbe settlers. We demanded to 
know by what right they are 
working on our land,” said 
Ali Issa. 36, one of the land- 
owners. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, said Fri- 
day the “weakness” of the 
Palestinian Authority was to 
blame for the killing of one of 
its followers in the auton- 
omous West Bank enclave of 
Jericho. 

Attackers knocked over 
Ibrahim Mohammad Yaghi, 
30, with their car in the 
Aqbai Jabr refugee camp m 
the Jericho encalve Thurs- 
day, then shot him in the 
head. 


In a statement released Fri- 
day , Hamas said the incident 
“proves once again the weak- 
ness of the so-called self-rule 
authority." 

It charged Israel with mas- 
terminding the killing. 

The group, which is 
violently opposed to tbe 
peace process, threatened to 
“double” its “revenge against 
the terrorist (Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin, his soldiers 
and their collaborators.” 

A security official in 
Jericho told AFP authorities 
bad launched an investigation 
into the incident, bat had 
made no arrests so far. 

“We are searching in every 
direction, but we nave little 
background to work with,” 
Mahmoud Abassi said. 

Hamas accused Palestinian 
security forces of “protecting 
the Israeli occupation and 
chasing the mnjabedeen 
(holy warriors),” instead of 
“stopping collaborators and 
Zionist kflleres who freely 
roam tbe autonomous 
areas.” 

Hamas has had tense rela- 
tions with the self-rule au- 
thority since autonomy was 
launched in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho in May. 

In its statement, Hamas 
also said Palestinian police 
had still not found the killer 
of Hani Abed, a leader of the 
Islamic Jihad organisation, 
blown up by a carbomb in 
Gaza on Nov.2. 

“Hamas holds the self-rule 
authority responsible for tbe 
continuation of sud) crimes, 
and reaffirms that its feeble 
and lax method of investiga- 
tion can only lead to more 
crimes.” 

All political factions here 
blamed Israel for Abed's 
assassination, and said 
Palestinian collaborators car- 
ried it out. 

Gaza police have detained 
several men suspected of 
planting the carbomb. 



A man sits on the remains of his house destroyed by a bomb after several afar strikes by the Russian forces over Grozny 
(AFP photo) 


Israeli, Syrian generals 
meet in bid to end deadlock 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
An Israeli delegation led by 
Chief of Staff General Ehud 
Barak has held talks with 
high-ranking Syrian militaiy 
officials in Washington, in 
the first such meeting since 
1949. 

The talks Thursday dealt 
with security problems linked 
to any future Israeli with- 
drawal from the-- Golan 
Heights, the stumbling block 
in three years of peace nego- 
tiations, military radio said 
Friday. 

Tie radio did not name the 
Syrian officials but said the 
team was led by a general. 
The Israeli delegation in- 
cluded Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s advisor General 
Danny Yatom. 

The military officials were 
accompanying the ambassa- 
dors of Israel and Syria in 
Washington, Itamar Rabino- 
vich and Walid Mouallem, 
who resumed their talks on 
Thursday. 

Yossi Olmert, a researcher 
at the Hebrew University 
here, said it was an important 
meeting. 

“Senior Israeli and Syrian 
officers have held talks be- 
fore, but this is the first time 
since the signing of the 1949 
armistice accord with Syria in 
(the Greek island of) -Rhodes 
that an Israeli chief of staff 
has attended.” 

Syria was the last Arab 


country to sign an armistice 
with Israel, on July 20, 1949. 

The officials are to resume 
their discussions next week 
following the Christmas holi- 
day in Washington, the radio 
said. The Israeli delegation 
left for borne Friday. 

In an interview published 
by the Jerusalem Post news- 
paper, Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said the 
level of Syrian representation 
at the talks was still not high 
enough to produce a break- 
through. 

The negotiations are stuck 
on the scope and tuning of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan as well as the type of 
peaceful relations to be 
established. 

Syria suspended its formal 
negotiations with Israel after 
the Hebron Mosque mas- 
sacre in February. 

Mr. Peres said peace with 
Israel was not on Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez AI Assad’s agen- 
da. 

“He has -another agenda 
and that is the Arab World. 
He wants to demonstrate to 
tbe Arab World that he 
knows bow to negotiate bet- 
ter chan anyone else. He 
thinks he is winning. And he 
probably thinks that die Un- 
ited States can exercise much 
more pressure,” on Israel, 
Mr. Peres said. 

According to Mr. Olmert, 
who said he had contacted 


Syrian experts, the Israeli 
government has concluded 
that “it will not reach peace 
with Syria without a total 
withdrawal from the Golan, 
but.in return it wants security 
guarantees which Damascus 
is hesitating to give.” 

Israel and Syria had agreed 
in principle on a demilitarisa- 
tion of areas on both sides of 
their future border, and the 
deployment of an interna- 
tional observer force, Mr. 
Olmert said. 

However, Syria rejected an 
Israeli call to reduce tbe size 
of its army and to allow 
Israeli observation posts at 
strategic points on the Golan 
after a withdrawal. 

General Barak is due to 
retire as armed forces chief 
on January I. 

Israeli diplomats said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was not expected 
to return to the Middle East 
before February. 

Gen. Barak told the Dec. 
26 issue of U.S. News and 
World Report magazine that 
a long stalemate in negotia- 
tions with Syria “makej 
another confrontation very 
probable.” 

Gen. Barak said Syria had 
4,000 tanks, 700 warplanes 
and missiles such as Scud Bs 
and Cs and chemical weapons 
more advanced than Iraq's 
that could strike Israel. 


Israeli jets hit Lebanon 
after two soldiers killed 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Israeli planes 
struck at Hizbollah targets in 
South Lebanon on Friday af- 
ter the guerrillas killed two 
Israeli soldiers and wounded 
seven in heavy attacks on 
Israeli bases. 

Heavy fighting erupted in 
Israel’s South Lebanon occu- 
pation zone when Hizbollah 
(Party of God) guerrillas 
attacked Israeli posts at 
Suweida and Dabshefa on the 
northern edge of the zone. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said two soldiers were killed 
and several wounded m the 
attacks. He said Israeli troops 
returned fire, killing several 
Hizbollah men. 

They brought to 21 the 
number of Israeli soldiers kil- 
led this year in South Leba- 
non — the Jewish state's last 
active battlefront with neigh- 
bouring Arab countries. 

Israel has lost six dead and 
18 wounded in the south this 
month. 

The Lebanese army de- 
clared a state of maximum 
alert and said it returned fire 
at Israeli positions. 

Friday’s clashes came two 
days after a bombing which 
killed three people and 
wounded 14 others in Sfeir, a 
Hizbollah stronghold in 
southern Beirut. 

Hizbollah said its raids 
were in retaliation for the 
bombing, which it blamed on 
Israel. 


In a communique released 
in the southern port of Sidon, 
Hizbollah said it had raided 
three Israeli positions at the 
northern tip of the security 
zone, “causing many casual- 
ties in enemy ranks.” 
ft said the “commandos of 
the martyrs of Sfeir attacked 
the jQonist enemy.” 

One of those killed in the 
Beirut bombing Wednesday 
was Fuad Moghniyeh, whose 
brother Imad Moghniyeh is 
widely suspected of being the 
mastermind behind tbe tak- 
ing of Western hostages be- 
tween 1984 and 1988. 

Hizbollah warned that 
there would be no let-up in 
attacks on Israeli forces. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri also accused 
Israel of being behind 
Wednesday’s bombing. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, speaking to reporters 
near Israel's northern border 
after the attack, ruled out 
expanding the Jewish state's 
15-kilometre deep occupa- 
tion zone. 

“Any attempt to... expand 
the security zone will force us 
to commit more forces, to 
allow them greater geog- 
raphic mobility and the num- 
ber of casualties will rise 
without changing anything 
for (the security of) residents 
of the north,” be said. 

Security sources in Leba- 
non said Israeli planes staged 
hit-and-ran assaults by firmg 


L 


four rockets at .Hizbollah 
targets in Iqfim Al Toufah 
ridge, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut from which guerrillas 
launch attacks on the Israeli- 
occupied zone. 

A Hizbollah guerrilla was 
wounded in the raid and two 
Lebanese policemen were 
killed — apparently, burned 
alive — when an Israeli heli- 
copter rocketed their service 
jeep five kilometres north of 
the zone. 

SLA sources said the guer- 
rillas rained Sagger missiles, 
anti-tank rockets, mortar 
bombs and heavy 
machinegun fire on the 
Israeli ana SLA posts. 

Israeli and SLA famine and 
artillery fired back into bilk 
north 1 of die zone, hitting 
villages, the sources added. . 
U.N. observers in the region 
said the Israelis and SLA 
fired more than 200 shells bnt 
there was no word on casual- 
ties. 

Israeli planes then struck at 
HizboUah-controlled areas in 
their first raid era Lebanon 
since Nov. 13 and their 30th 
attack this year. 

A Reuter reporter saw a 
helicopter fire a missile into a 
Lebanese police jeep outside 
the zone. The impact turned 
the jeep over and set it on fire 
and a policeman could be 
seen burning inside. Security 
somcra said two policemen, 
including the chief of police 
m Jba a village, were killed. 



Violence 
subsides 
in Bahrain 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Police armed with assault 
rifles and tear-gas stood 
ready for action outside 
Shiite muslim mosques in the 
Bahraini capital Manama Fri- 
day bur witnesses said the 
streets were calm after 
weeks of clashes. 

The. Shiitfiu 

Sanabes, Jid Haft, Dan . 
Barbar and Al Diraz were 
also calm, a witness who vi- 
sited them Friday said. 

Other witnesses contacted 
from Cyprus said sermons 
delivered at Friday prayers in 
Sunni Muslim mosques in 
Manama made no mention of 
tbe dashes which claimed the 
lives of five demonstrators 
and four policemen, accord- 
ing to the opposition. 

The authorities only re- 
ported tbe death of one 
policeman. 

In a statement received by 
AFP early Friday, the ban- 
ned Islamic Front for the 
Liberation of Bahrain (IFLB) 
had predicted demonstra- 
tions after Friday prayers in 
Jid Haft and Sanabes. 

One witness said the 
streets of Al Diraz were vir- 
tually deserted, but still lit- 
tered with burnt tyres. 

In Budaya further north, 
the scene of repeated clashes 
since Dec. 5, armed police 
patrolled the streets in force, 
he - said. 

Violence erupted in 
Bahrain last week when hun- 
dreds of Shiite Muslims held 
protests to demand the re- 
lease of Shiite deric Sheikh 
Ali Salman, who was arrested 
after calling for the restora- 
tion of parliament, sus- 
pended in 1975. 

Tbe EFLB said more than 
1,600 people were arrested, 
with Muslim clerics especially 
targetted. 

Bahrain, apparently irri- 
tated by what it see as ex- 
aggerated Iranian news 
coverage of the unrest, has 
recalled its ambassador from 
Tehran for consultations. 

A brief report Friday dis- 
tributed by the official Gulf 
News Agency reported the 
return of Ambassador Sami 
Khalil Al Moayed on Thurs- 
day. 

It said he was “summoned 
for consultations at the fore- 
ign ministry,” without ela- 
boration. 

But Arab diplomats said 
Tehran’s state-guided radio 
and television had been re- 
porting on the Bahrain ten- 
sions with such intensity as to 
raise suspicion in government 
circles about whether Tehran 
was out to mate the unrest. 

'Hie diplomats, speaking 
on condition they not be 
named, said officials also 
were upset about perceived 
exa gge rations and 
ports aired by the Tehran 
media. 

They mentioned in particu- 
an Iranian-carried report 
of nine killed in the unrest,, 
and said officials insisted that 
was not true. 
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Muslims, Christians 
share Christmas spirit 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Christmas is tn the air here u 
Muslims and the smaH Christ- 
ian community enjoy 
together Santa Oita, rinsd 
and carols in the first celebra- 
tion for decades free of 
Israeli occupation. 

Putting aside religious dif- 
ferences for the festive sea- 
son. even supporters of the 
ha r dime Hamas gr ou p are 
capturing the Christmas spir- 


tWy gaining more power." 

Hamas anger ' has so far 
been directe d against Israel. 


U.N. calls for money to fund Somalia aid 


NEW YORK (Agencies) - 
The United Nations appealed 
Thursday for countries to 
donate millions of dollars in 
emergency aid for Somalia 
even as U.N. troops are re- 
moved from the war-tom 


country. 

The ” U.N. call for S70.3 
million in humanitarian aid 
will finance programmes run- 
ning from Jan. I until June 
30 of next year, the U.N. 
Department on Humanita- 
rian Affairs said in a state- 


ordered the pullout last Octo- 
ber because of a breakdown 
of security conditions in 
Somalia. 

There are currently some 
13.000 peacekeepers in 
Somalia. A total of 130 have 
been killed. 


ment. 

The money would be spent 
on children's schooling, de- 
mobilising combatants, re- 
patriating' refugees, and sup- 
porting health centres, 
among other uses. 

The aid call comes as the 
U.N. Mission in Somalia 
mandate ends. The U.N. 
force will leave Somalia by 
March 31 next year. 

The U.N. Security Council 


Despite the pullout, the 
U.N. humanitarian agencies 
are determined to continue 
humanitarian programmes 
whenever and wherever 
possible, the U.N. statement 
said. 


“Failure to do so will result 
in a predictable new 
emergency which will, as in 
the past, exact a tragic toll in 
human lives and have severe 
consequence for stability in 
the sub-region,” the state- 
ment continued. 


Belgians cleared 
A Belgian military court 


has cleared three paratroops 
who served with the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Soma- 
lia of manslaughter and other 
charges. 

Lawyer Erik Carre, who 
represents the family of a 
dead Somali. Mohammad 
Osman, said the conn ruled that 
the soldiers did not act out- 
side the rules of engagement 
applicable to peacekeeping 
missions. 

The three men were 
alleged to have committed 
the offences while serving 
with the United Nations in 
the southern Somali port of 
Kismavu. where more than 
S50 Belgian troops were 
based for one year from De- 
cember 1992. * 

Military auditor Nicolas 
van Winsen told a court hear- 
ing earlier in December that 
military authorities were in- 
vestigating 26S cases against 
Belgian troops, of which 58 


involved involuntary homi- 
cide or injuries inflicted on 
Somalis. 

Mr. Carre, who works with 
the association Lawyers 
Without Borders, said he 
thought the investigation and 
trial of the three paratroops 
had been “a show." 

“There has been an acquit- 
tal so damages cannot he 
awarded.” he told reporters 
outside the court room. "I 
am therefore obliged to make 
an appeal. I think I will do 
it.” 

Mr. Carre said five more 
paratroops would appear in 
court on Jan. 10 on torture 
charges. 

The Belgian government 
ordered an" inquiry after a 
Belgian radio journalist and 
the independent human 
rights group Africa rights 
alleged that Belgian troops 
based in Kismavu had killed 
and beaten civilians. 


At a nursery school run by 
an all-Christian board or 
directors, veiled Muslim 
mothers locked on as Santa 
Cans handed out gifts to 
their children. 

"Many of our pt^xb come 
from Hamas and Islamic 
J-.had families.” said Rika. 
Tarari. headmistress of the 
r. jrvery which has a majority 
o: Muslims 

"These mothers were 
among the first to pay (be 
fees tor our Christmas par- 
ty she said, adding families 
who supported the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas had ‘'encouraged us* 
and written us letters of 


appreciation 

Christianity came to Gaza 
around the -5th century, and 
an ancient Greek Orthodox 
church building in downtown 
Gaza city dates back to the 
5tb century. 

Most oi the one million 
Gazans are Muslims, while 
the 2.iXv Christians mostly 
he Jon e to the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church which observes 
Christmas cm Jan 7 

Other than the small 230- 
szrong Catholic community, 
about £0 Baptists will cele- 
brate Christmas here on Sun- 
day . Dec. 22- 

Like many Christians here. 
Ms. Taraai was not worried 
about the growing influence 
of Hamas 

‘They are a political party. 
They respect us and we have 
never had problems with 
there. 1 are not at all troubled 
by the thought of them puss- 


and there have been no 
known cases of arm -Christian 
feeling here. 

The group is opposed to 
(he autonomy deal with 
Israel, but is pushing to run in 
local municipal elections, and 
has won favour among many 
Palestinians for its charity 
schools and clinics. 

For Ms. Tanaxi's nursery, 
this was the first quiet Christ- 
mas. without strikes, burning 
tires, and gunfire that 
marked the years of the in- 
tifada against Israel which 
began late in 1987. 

A huge Christmas tree was 
displayed in a store on the 
mam Omar Moukhtar Street 
while the day Baptist con- 
gregation joined Western 
agency employees in Christ- 
mas carols. 

At the Latin Patriarchate 
School. Father Jaiil Awwad. 
the Catholic parish priest, 

? ectcd Palestinian Leader 
asscr Arafat on a Christmas 
visit. 

“We used to have smaller 
celebrations in the past 
years,'* said Father Awwad. 
also the school principal. 

“Wc never had ihe heart to 
really enjoy Christmas fully 
during the intifada. Now 
there t* no more curfew, and 
everyone can come and gi>.“ 
It was the biggest fuss the 
school, which has 1.000 stu- 
dents mostly Muslims, has 
ever made at Christmas time. 

A huge Christmas tree 
stood in the front yard, bright 
paper lanterns and tinsel 
were strung across the walls. 
Six Santas gave Mr. Arafat a 
gift as a band played the 
traditional song Jmgit Beils. 

Father Awwad said that 
even though some of his 
pupils* parents were Hamas 
supporters; "They like the 
education that we give here, 
ami we have separate Islamic 
and Christian religion clas- 
ses.” 


Desert sands run red as hunting season starts in Egypt 


EL ARISH. Egypt lAFPi — 
Egypt's desert sands are run- 
ning red with hiood as con- 
voys of rich Gulf Arabs arrive 
■to hum migrating gazelle, 
paying big backs fo circum- 
vent a hunting ban. 

"They kill arid destroy ev- 
erything." complained 
S h e i k n Mubarak, a 
gamekeeper in Nakhi. a be- 
douin village in the Sinai 
desen. 

“After the rains last week I 
could only find rats where 
normally the gazelle come to 
graze.” 

Poachers come “pretend- 
ing to be tourists in the de- 
sen. in cars with servants, 
food, generators and cordless 
telecommunications even 


radar.” said Abdullah Hega- 
u-i, environment director in 
north Sinai at El Arish. about 
3 SO kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

Environmentalists say the 
survival of some species is 
now at stake, with' snides 
estimating that I.UM) gazelle 
have been killed in just one 
area in she past five years. 

"At least four groups have 
already come this >i*?i from 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar." he 
said. 

In November he filmed 
three four-wheel-drive land- 
rovers bringing Saudis with 
their dogs and hunting fal- 
cons. 

He stopped them with the 
help of his association for the 


protection ut the environ- 
ment and border guards 

Officially hunting is ban- 
ned in the Sinai and the 
northwestern desert sn tjic 
Marsa Matruh province 
borderingriLrtnj. • • 

-*BuP*tecul'pesidents. many 
of who gladly accept huce 
payouts from the hunters. %a% 
that every year “the princes” 
return in November and De- 
cember during the migration 
period. 

Rich Gulf Arabs, who pro- 
vide Egypt with a lot of aid. 
come to shoot white gazelle, 
rabbit and bustard or catch 
falcons. The understaffed 
gamekeepers are badly 
equipped to stop them. 

"This vear we didn't issue 


one iwunM permit l» r the 
dir-cr: ” void Ksarr. Badri, j 
senior official at the govern- 
men: environment agency m 
... iharge .uf., monitoring the 
. area, ... . . 

- "Last year we gave oui 
. .f^bout . condition -that 

there wav no hunting, rut the 
rule was broken m more than 
half the cases.” he added 
The governor of north 
Sinai. Munir Shaash. said he 
had not given out any permits 
either, but blamed author- 
ities in “high places" saving 
the hunters were "often 
escorted by Egyptian sol- 
diers.” 

But according to the mayor 
of Makhl Ali Fridj. the gov- 
ernor's office was issuing per- 


mits up I**l m exchange 
for fund-, “to spend on de- 
veSdpioe the region and pro- 
tecting trie environment ' 

Two weeks ago inM-ire* 
Matruh a SjdtL Enafr Faint 
Ben Mohammad Bwr Abdat 
Awe. asked GBVcmor 
Mohammad Zshir Abdul » 
rent .? game reserve for 
&250.»ri a year, a regional 
spokesman Abdul Rahman 
Anna said 

The governor promised to 
pass the nutter on to Cairo 
and offered him "two days of 
safari" in the province.” but 
the emir asked for two 
weeks. 

He has been staying in a 
hotel awaiting a reply, with a 
convoy of 29 vehicles camped 


in the tksen. 

Hunters are often Mopped 
with false permits or without 
licences. 


A convoy of Kuwaitis and 
Qwufe were stopped recent- 
lv dosed to the Stwa oasis on 
ific Libyan border arW expel- 
led, a police source said. No 
legal procedures wctc taken. 

“It is a difficult political 
question, but now wc can't 
ignore it any longer because 
the survival of the animals is 
at stake." said Marvat 
Morosgavyed. director 
general at 6iza Zoo in Cairo. 

In the past five years about 
1.000 gazelles have been kil- 
led by 120 Gulf hunters in the 
Marsa Matruh province. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. wants Mideast to help fund N. Korean plan 


TOKYO (AFP) — The United States is seeking financial 
assistance from oil-producing countries in the Middle East 
to help North Korean replace its existing nuclear reactors, 
a news report said here Friday. “We have approached 
some countries in the Middle East about supporting the 
implementation of the agreed framework by contributions, 
either financial or in kind,” U.S. Ambattwtar-at-torge 
Robert Gallucd told Japan's Kyodo News Service in an 
interivew in Washington- North Korea signed an agree- 
ment with the United States in October ui Geneva on 
replacing Pyongyang's graphite- moderated n uclear reactor 
system with light-water plants that produce less bomb- 
grade materials. Washington, in turn, agreed to coordinate 
a programme to fund the replacement reactors, as well ** 
alternative fuel supplies. Mr. Gallucd led the U.S. 
delegation to the Geneva negotiations- The United States, 
Japan and South Korea agreed ear tit a his month to 


establish an international consortium to help North Korea 
ire reactor system, which wifi require 


convert the 
hinds of some 


billion, 


World Bank approves Egypt Irrigation loan 



fanners in the northern Nik Delta. The Work! Bank 
money b made up of an Iniemationa} Development 


Association (IDA) credit of $53.3 million and a $26.7 


million bank ban. “Egypt's water resources «re Smiled and 
t's objectives is to improve efficiency in 


one of the project 
water resources management 
systems of small farmers in northern Egypt.” ndd 
Bank ask manager Aizad Khan in a sutemem. Three 
irrigation areas in the gove morale* of Bcbefat and Kafr Ai 
Sheikh will be improved by installing control st r uct ur e*, 
measuring systems and muring stations for the reuse of 
drainage. Pumps and pipes will be made available fo« the 
system of canals servicing small farmers, many of whom 
have Bttk more than a hectare of Und each. The loan has a 
maturity of 20 years and five yean grace. The IDA credit 
has a maturity of 35 years with a 10* year grace period. 


Iraqi Kurds dash for 8r»t time since August 


ANKARA (R) — Fighting has broken out between 


supporters of rival Kurdish parties in northern Iraq, kitbag 
!* Iraqi Kurdish sources said on Friday. 


at toast five people, 

"Then: were tensions in ibe Suleymaiuah region in the pain 
coupk of days — the first since the end of August and 
almost exactly a mouth after a settlement signed on Nov, 
21 Saloon Dxtayee. Ankara representative of the Kurds*- 
tan Democratic Party (KDP), told Reutovs. “J dunk about 
five or » Peshmcrn (guerrillas) were killed, but we are 
not sure yet whether this was a hot-headed dispute 
between Pti tht n erga s or so me thing to do with the comman- 
ders,” Mr. Driayoc said. He said KDP leader Mauoud 
Barauti and Jala! Talab&m. leader of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), were expected to meet on Friday to 
investigate the fighting. The KDP and PUK have shared 
“jwet since ekaxm* were held in 1992. Fighting between 





in May and in August. 


provinces of northern Iraq 


Ex-BCCt official paroled on health grounds 


ABU DHABI (R) — A former Bank of Oodit anti 
Co mmer ce International (BOCI> official snrvhm a ox-year 
jail term in ti » United Arab Emirate* has wen given 
on health- grounds, ttaWGuif New* daily sod on 
ty. The paper quoted the Pakistani ex-official, Zufar 



years ago. 

Chawdary had left prison. Mr. Chawdarv was one of 12 
ex-employees of BCCI sentenced in Abu Dhabi in June on 
charges related to the bank's sp ect a cu l ar collapse in 1991, 
Sentences ranged from three to 14 yean. Over 30 bank 
officials woe detained after the collapse. Most have been 
released and one died of a heart attack in custody. An Abu 
Dhabi court is now hearing appeals by convicted officials 
against the sentences and huge civil damages, as well as an 
appeal by the public prosecutor against the June rulings. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:60 PoQauards 

17:30 UnPour Tous 

18:00 ... “Lc Temples Du Kamak" 

18:30 Lcs Intrcpidcs 

19KW News in French 

19:15 Grands Galops 

19:30 

Tbc Nanny: “The Christmas 
Story** 

20rfO Innovations 

20:30 Quantum Leap 

21:10 Murder She Wrote 

22HM News in English 

23:20 .... Feature film: “One Magic 
Christmas'* 

23:59 

The Christmas Miracle: “Christ- 
mas Cards" 

'fXhJO Major Dead 

01:00 

Christmas Ceremonies from the 
Vatican 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:06 Fajr 

0&2S (Sunrise) Duha 

11:35 Dhuhr 

14:19 *Asr 

16:41 Maghreb 

I8rtM' 'Istaa 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary or Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 


* Ass em blies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St- Joseph Church Tci. 624590. 
Church oT the Aunuudatlau Tci. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Termancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aummdatioa Tel. 
623541. 

Angfiam Church Td. 630851, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian CalhaBc Church Td. 
771331. 

Anuculaa Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman tn«— h.k— . i Church Tci 
652526. 

Evangefical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German-speaking Erangelicai Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazareae Tci. 675691. 
The Evangefical Load Church in 
Amman 
Tci. 811295 



Aqaba 8/21 

Deserts 1/ 16 

Jordan Valley 9/20 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 58 per cent. 
Aqaba 47 per cent. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


It will be sunny with tempera- 
tures rising further and winds 
southeasterly light to moderate. In 


Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 2/15 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 849362 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Sa'id Ali 788285 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Salam .... 736072 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asctna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A 1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisaiu pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

11UUD: 

Dr. Akram Al Motnani 248795 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahya Al Tarifi 981520 


Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvfl Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Cml Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoCce 192,621111.637777 
Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Gommainis 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

_ - 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 


Queen AEa Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussdn MerficaJ Centre 813813/32 
Khefidi Maternity. J. Anm 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity, J- Amu. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mafias. J. Amman 636140 

Pales tin e. Shmertani ...... 664171/4 

Sh rocami Hospital 669131 

Uarvcmty Hospital S45845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Mamie. Abdsfi 666127/37 

Al-Abfi. Abdali 664164/6 

Itafian. Al-Muhaireca ... 777101/3 
AI-Basbir, J. AshraSch 775111/26 

Army. Marita 69161 1/15 

Oueea Aha Hospital .... 602240/50 
Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibo So* Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (09)99OTW 

same 

Process Bums Hospital (02)273555 

Greek CathoScHosMaf (02 )2 7227 5 

QwAl Nates Hospital (Q2J247100 

AQABA: 

PnacsssHiyaHmpiod.. PTOWlll 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


71iii information is supplied by 
) rn/cuiuHKMi 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
department at tbc Queen Aba In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
S. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

•5:45 Jakarta. Singapore 

•fcM Jeddah (add) 

•9:15 Aqaba 

eJS Karachi. Dubai 

1W1S New Ddbi 

IW15 Beirut 

1*25 Colombo 

ISW New York. Amsterdam 

MeS0 Cairo 

17:55 London. Berlin 

1755 Frankfurt. Vienna 


(RJ) 


Othor Flights (Terminal 2) 


Vienna (OS) 


15=43 Rome. Larnaca IAZ) 

1R15 — Dubai (EK) 

»•• Sanaa (I Y) 

IMS.... Larnaca (CY) 

3*2* Beirut (ME) 

21:55 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

32M Cairo (MS) 

22*5 London (BA) 

Athens (OA) 

JkM .... — . — . Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
nights 
(T armlnal 1) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York t RJ) 

*1=33 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

11-4* Paris, Brussels { RJ) 

OA London (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Larnaca (RJ) 

2=2 Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

21:25 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Othsr Flights (Terminal 2) 

•£2 Beirut (ME) 

Vjcnns(OS) 

22 Larnaca (CY) 

22 *X" CaiTO (MS') 

2*2 Damareus, Part* (AF) 

Amsterdam (Kt.) 


41535 London (BA) 

•^40 Athens (OA) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRABI 

Dtp-Aomaa... &00a iH.e>ei> Meads? 
Arr.Ounsras J POp u. everv Mowta) 
Def. temns 7:J0xm.«dy Sun*) 

Air. Asm .... 5 Itlpcu r«rn SwOiv 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcrncwcr price ut fib per kg 

TUtt 5«1 

. MO 

BtuiM)ia(Mukuneui) fop 



awiKu 

Cauliflower 450 XM 

Cumcniine "vqv jip 

Cbcumbere (Fargr) .. . XV . aw 

Cucumbere (small) . . 

3*ViV 

Grape Fruu JW! IMi 

•• M»> IM 

Marrow (large) 2SD • UU 

MaiTow(»maHV aw : Uv 

jman 

J™’" (dry) ... ..4*1 M\y 

S™** 1 . •• 

JVppcrilHU) Mti-« v 

rapper IWKl) .... 4t*» 

ISfi- 

■ Ml 

"P* n|K n at) 

Mrutg Ueuis . . i««s mi 

Tt ’ n, * ,u ’ 5nh2f«l 
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to 
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Government to raise vehicle insurance 



His Majesty King Hussein confers Al Kawkab ■ Minister of Higher Education Suleiman Haii 
Medal of (he First Order on visiting Malaysian Daoud (Petra photo) 

Malaysian minister ends visit today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Malay- 
sian Minister of Higher 
Education Suleiman Haji 
Daoud today ends his 
several-day visit to Jordan 
after meeting His Majesty 
King Hussein and holding 
talks with Jordanian govern- 
ment leaders: 

Dr. Daoud, who Friday 
was accompanied by Jorda- 
nian officials on a visit to 
Petra, was received in audi- 
ence by the King on Thurs- 
day and conveyed to him 
greetings from the Malaysian 
Monarch, and voiced 
Malaysia's support for the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty, 
Jordan's peace efforts and 
the country's, moderate poli- 
cies under the leadership of 
the King and the Hashemite 
family. 

Dr. Daoud also voiced his 


country's deep appreciation 
of the level of higher educa- 
tion in Jordan of which large 
numbers of Malaysian stu- 
dents are now benefitting. 
King Hussein conferred on 
the visiting Minister AI Kaw- 
kab Medal of the First Order 
in the presence of Chief of 
the Royal Court Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Minister of 
Higher Education Rateb 
Saoud. 

Earlier Thursday Dr. 
Daoud and Dr. Saoud held 
official talks at the Ministry 
of Higher Education to chart 
plans for further promoting 
relations in educational and 
cultural fields. 

Discussion covered mainly 
the exchange of scholarships 
to students from both coun- 
tries, the exchange of pub- 
lications and educational cur- 


ricula, as well as visits by 
faculty to teach at Malaysian 
and Jordanian universities. 

Dr. Saoud said after the 
talks that the two sides have 
decided to enrol additional 
numbers of Malaysian stu- 
dents at Jordanian universi- 
ties to study Arabic language 
and Islamic religion. 

The Malaysian Minister 
also met Education Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh and 
discussed educational coop- 
eration. 

He also visited the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and discus- 
sed educational programmes 
and met Malaysian students 
studying there. 

Malaysian students are 
studying at AL al Bayt, 
Muta, Yannouk and the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 


Queen attends Rula Nabeel recital 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The SOS 
Children’s .Village Associa- 
tion of Jordan Wednesday 
night prcseaUuLa piano reefed 
al by ~ Rula Nabeel at- the 
Royal Cultural Centre utodktf 
the patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, honorary chair- 
person of the SOS' Children’s 
Village Association of Jor- 
dan, to support SOS children 
throughout the Kingdom, 
according to a Royal Court 
statement. 

Ms. Nabeel, a 1983 winner 
of the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation's Royal Endow- 
ment for Culture and Educa- 
tion scholarship to pursue 
advanced music studies in 
Germany, has given many 
highly acclaimed perform- 
ances in various European 
dties. 

At Wednesday night’s re- 
cital, she played Mozart, 
Satie, Beethoven and 
Brahms and pieces by a 
young Jordanian composer, 
Tarek Younis. 

Ms. Nabeel accompanied 


11-year . . old vocalist Raad 
Ride in a performance of 
selected Christmas tarofck !LA i 
a. tribute to all. SOS children] . 
Rula Nabeel and RaatiRiz* , 
presented a musical piece^ . 
“A Cry.” composed by Tarek . 
Younis, with the lyrics writ- 
ten by Raad Rizk. 1 ; 

SOS Jordan have com- 
pleted several projects in Jor- 
dan to provide orphaned chil- 
dren with a healthy family 
environment and to promote 
their physical and emotional 
development and well being. 

SOS projects educate and 
train their children and youth 
to become self-reliant and 
productive members of the 
community. 

The SOS bakery and pastry 
shop generate income by pro- 
ducing and selling their pro- 
ducts to consumers in the 
SOS villages and in Amman, 
and a- well-equipped voca- 
tional centre trains SOS 
youth in carpentry and caters 
to private orders. 


In addition to two chil- 
dren’s villages in Amman and 
Aqaba^ officially .ppened by ( 
T^rMajesties KiiigHus§ein 
arid .Queen .$*oor*whQ> visit . 
the, children, every -Eid,~SOS 
have established separate 1 
youth houses for boys and 
girls, and kindergartens and '■ 
supermarkets in Amman and ' 
Aqaba. 

Following the perform- 
ance, Queen Noor spoke 
with- the three artists and 
thanked them for their very 
high standard of musi- 
cianship, the Royal Court 
statement said. The Queen 
expressed her pride in them 
and their achievements, and 
looked forward to celebrating t 
a great future with them, the 
statement said. 

Queen Noor was received 
by President of SOS Jordan, 
Jafar Toukan, Vice President 
Amal Sajdi, National Direc- 
tor Lina Kopty and members 
of the board, according to the 
statement. 


JNRCS, Dutch Society to launch 
two-year programme in Maan 


MAAN (Petra) — Moham- 
mad Hadid, head of the 
Jordanian National Red 
'Crescent Society (JNRCS) 
said here Wednesday that his 
society, in cooperation with 
the Dutch Red Cross Society, 
will soon initiate a two-year 
programme in the Maan re- 
gion for the benefit of the 
local residents. 

Speaking at a ceremony for 
the inauguration of a labora- 
tory at the society branch in 
Maan, Dr. Hadid said the 
programme, which would be 
financed by the Netherlands, 


would be launched at the 
villages of Sadafeh. Rajef, 
Dalaa and Abu Mahtoub and 
it would entail providing 
primary health care for the 
local residents and some 
foodstuffs for the needy fami- 
lies. 

Referring to the Maan 
branch as one of the most 
active among the JNRCS V 
branches around the country. 
Dr. Hadid said that the 
branch will soon be supplied 
by an X-ray unit and other 
necessities as well as addi- 
tional beds and hearing aids 


for the needy patients. 

Dr. Hadid announced the 
donation of JD 10,000 from 
the society to the Maan 
branch to help finance the 
construction of warehouses 
which would be let to earn an 
income for the society to 
finance part of its operations. 

He also promised to supply 
the branch’s clinic with ackii- 
tional equipment 
stuffs. 

Dr. Hadid outlined the* 
general services of the 
JNRCS and the medical ser- 
vices offered at its Al Hilal 
Hospital in Amman. 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The gov- 
ernment plans to raise vehicle 
insurance rates by an average 
33 per cent noting that insur- 
ance rates in neighbouring 
countries have also recently 
been hiked. 

A statement Friday said 
that the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade and the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Insurance 
Companies came to an agree- 
ment to raise the rate of 
compulsory insurance. 

But the statement said that 
60 per cent’ of the cars in 
Jordan which are privately- 


owned will pay an increase of 
25 per cent on their annual 
insurance premiums. 

The decision for the in- 
crease followed a study of die 
rate of car accidents involving 
different categories of vehi- 
cles and in light of the recent 
insurance hikes m neighbour- 
ing countries, said the state- 
ment. 

During a debate in Parlia- 
ment over the performance 
of the insurance companies 
operating in Jordan and dur- 
ing discussions that preceded 


Pricing dispute threatens 
cut in dairy products supply 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Supply and dairy producers 
remained in a deadlock over 
the weekend in a dispute over 
prices, and prospects were 
unclear whether the dairies 
would make good a warning 
that they would stop produc- 
ing yogurt and other milk 
products as of Wednesday 
unless they were allowed to 
raise prices. 

The dairy owners complain 
that the prices of their pro- 
ducts as set by the Ministry of 
Supply no longer reflect real 
cost of production and say 
that they are absorbing daily 
losses by maintaining their 
output They also point out 
that the last time the author- 
ities agreed to a rise in prices 
was in 1990 and that produc- 
tion costs, including prices of 
packaging materials, have 
gone up three or four times 
since then. 

The dairy owners, who do 
not have- an association of 
their own, have been en- 
gaged in negotiations with 
the Ministry of Supply since 
October, when they 
approached the ministry with 
a demand to raise prices. A 
committee set up by the 
ministry suggested last week 
that prices be raised nominal- 
ly, but the dairies have re- 
jected the recommendation 
saying that die proposed in- 
crease did not^ reflect the „ 
. ■ prodwai^posts 

. Tjpfiajr, Iffourpai, general 
. manager ofthe Danish Jorda- 
nian Dairy Company, said his 
factory, which produces ab- 
out 30 tonnes of yogurt and 
labaneh in winter and about 
40 tonnes in summer, would 
continue to suffer losses on a 
daily basis if it continued 
production of the milk pro- 
ducts. 

“The cost of plastic con- 
tainers have gone up at least 
four times since 1990, and 
wages have also gone up,” 
Mr. Houraai told the Jordan 
Times. “We are not threaten- 
ing to strike or any similar 
action when we say we would 
stop production on Dec. 28 if 
we are not allowed to raise 
prices. We only want to avoid 
losses and to realise our 
ccgt 

The proposed increase of 
five fils per 300 grammes and 
10 fils per 500 grammes of 


yogurt! ts not acceptable, Mr. 
Hournai said. “We have in- 
formed the ministry of our 
rejection of the suggested in- 
crease and have sought a 
higher increase,” he said. He 
did not say how much in- 
crease the dairy owners were 
seeking. 

Mr. Hournai also argued 
that a proposed by the minis- 
try that a new committee be 
set up to Study the market 
once again would only lead to 
more losses for his company. 
“We have first approached 
the ministry in October, and 
it took them two months to 
come up with their findings 
while we suffered losses m 
.the two months. If a new 
committee is set up, it would 
also take another two or 
three months while we con- 
tinue to suffer losses. 

“We need an immediate 
decision on the issue. Other- 
wise, we have no choice bat 
to switch off our machinery 
. on Dec. 28 and focus only on 
' producing fruit juices until 
such time our just demand is 
met.” 

Officials said the Ministry 
of Supply was anxious not to 
allow any major increase in 
the prices of Yugnrt and 
other milk products if only 
' because of the high consump- 
tion of dairy products by the 
low-income groups. 

“Obviously, an increase in 
the prices of snch items 
would only add to complaints 
that cost of Irving is rising in 
■ 'the.- country while earnings 
have remained largely stag- 
nant,” said sni official win 
preferred anonymity'. "The 
government is as anxious as 
anyone to resolve die crisis 
on a rational basis, but there 
is the issue of cost of living to 
take into consideration." 

There are 10 major dairy 
firms in Jordan producing ab- 
out 150 to 170 tonnes of milk 
products every day in winter 
and more than 200 tonnes in 
summer. But not everyone of 
them has made up their mind 
to stop production unless the 
prices are raised. 

Jamal Abu Sneneh, finan- , 
dal manager of the Jordan 
Dairy Company in Zarqa, 
said his company had not 
taken a final decision 
whether to suspend produc- 
tion. “It is a management 
decision to be taken in con- 
sultations with the sharehol- 
ders,” Mr. Abu Sneneh told 
the Jordan Times. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

tV Ban! Hamida Christmas Display with a variety of small 
gift items at Bani Hamida House, Jabal Amman, First 

• Circle, Rainbow Street. 

EXHIBITIONS 

-At Plastic art exhibition by Lada Kawash at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

■fr Exhibition of paintings on leather by Iraqi artist Rakan 
Dabdub at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

☆ Art exhibition by Am mar Khammash and Fuad Mimi at 
Institute Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural Centre). 

■fr Exhibition of works by Mahmud Obaidi at Darat Al 
Funun. Also showing an exhibition at portraits by 
Fahrekussa Zeid and the exhibition of contemporary 
Arab artists. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Ismail and Tamam Shammout 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. 


the endorsement of a law on 
insurance companies last 
May, the government had 
then said that reports that 
insurance rates would be in- 
creased were groundless. 

The prime minister told the 
Lower House then that there 
was no truth to reports that 
premiums would be increased 
by 50 per cent and that the 
government was negotiating 
with the insurance companies 
over studies to better orga- 
nise the insurance industry. 

The announcement Friday 


Prince Ali 
celebrates 
19th 

birthday 

AMMAN (Petra) — H.R.H. 
Prince Ali Ben Al Hussein 
Friday celebrated his 19th 
birthday. 

Bom in Amman, on Dec. 
23, 1975, the Prince was edu- 
cated at the Islamic Scientific 
School, the American Com- 
munity School and the Am- 
man Baccalaureate School. 

Later Prince Ali pursued 
his education in the United 
Kingdom and the United 
States. 

On Dec. 19, Prince Ali 
graduated from the Military 
Academy at Sandhurst follow- 
ing one-year’s training. The 
graduation was attended by 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor. 

In addition Prince Ali has 
had several military training 
courses with the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 


was seen by some analysts as 
a way to appease the insur- 
ance companies which repe- 
atedly complained that they 
were sustaining losses that 
forced them to demand that 
the government interfere 
otherwise they would stop 
issuing liability policies. 

A total of 17 insurance 
companies have been operat- 
ing in Jordan for the past 10 
years and the government has 
since then allowed no new 
insurance company to enter 
the market. 

Ac»*"rding to the new 


arrangements announced Fri- 
day, the insurance companies 
are now forced to raise to 
JD7.500 from JDS .000 the 
sum paid in compensation for 
the death of an individual in a 
car accident, and to raise 
medical expense coverage to 
JD3.G00 from JD2.000. 

The maximum amount 
which an insurance company 
would pay for a single acci- 
dent in compensation for 
death and material damage 
would be JD 150.000 up from 
JD100.000. 



Jordan takes another stride 
in fertilizer production 


By a Jordan limes staff 
reporter 

AMMAN V- Another- ma- 
jor step ..has, been;.. taken 
towards turning Jordan 
into a major fertilizer pro- 
ducing country with the 
signing of a $60 million 
contract to build a com- 
pound fertilizer plant at 
Aqaba. 

A consortium of 
Japanese and French com- 
panies, Chiyoda and Kribs, 
will build the plant in 27.5 
months starting January 
1995 under a contract 
signed recently by the Nip- 
pon Jordan Fertilizer Com- 
pany. 

It is the second such pro- 
ject to be built in Jordan 
with foreign participation. 
The Indo-Jordanian che- 
mical company, which will 
produce phosphoric add at 
a $120-million plant being 
built in Shidiyeh, is the first 
one. 

The Nippon Jordan Fer- 
tilizer Company is a joint 
venture between a 
Japanese group led by the 
National Federation of 
Agricultural Associations 
and including Mitsubishi 
Chemical Corporation, 
Asafai Industries Company 
and Mitsubishi Corpora- 
tion and the Jordanian 
Phosphate Mines Company 
and the Arab Potash Com- 
pany. 

As the name implies, the 


National Federation of 
Agricultural Associations is 
an umbrella organisation 
. for the Japanese fanning 
community and is directly 
linked to the use of fertiliz- 
ers in the country. 

The Japanese side would 
hold 60 per cent of the $24 
million equity of the Nip- 
pon Jordan Fertilizer Com- 
pany and the Jordanian 
side will hold the rest. 

After the signing of the 
contract to the Chiyoda- 
Kribs consortium, the equi- 
ty holders are now nego- 
tiating financing for the 
plant. The Japanese share 
of the financing is expected 
to come from Tokyo’s Ex- 
imbank while the Jorda- 
nian share is being raised 
by a local group led by the 
Arab Bank, said Moham- 
mad Al Karaki, deputy 
director-general of the 
company. 

Although tbe accord was 
signed last month, the 27.5 
month deadline for hand- 
ing over the completed pro- 
ject to the company by the 
builders begins only from 
the date on which a down 
payment is made. 

In addition to the $60 
million turnkey project, 
there will be other local 
input into project before it 
starts producing an average 
of 300,000 tonnes of com- 
pound fertilizers and di- 
ammonium phosphate, said 
Mr. Karaki. 

The entire production of 
the plant will be exported 


to Japan. The output of the 
Indo-Jordan chemical com- 
pany will be bought by In- 
dian importers. 

Tbe fertilizer plant will 
be located in a 55.000- 
square metre plot near the 
industrial complex of the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company in Aqaba • and 
will employ around 100 
people in the initial stage 
after it is commissioned, 
said Mr. Karaki. 

Hie area enjoys the sta- 
tus of a free zone, and 
therefore the plant will 
have all exemptions 
granted to firms operating 
in a free zone. The area 
where the Indo-Jordanian 
chemical plant is built is 
also designated a free zone. 

The Aqaba planr will 
consume of 80.000 tonnes 
of phosphoric acid, nearly 
40,000 tonnes 'of sulphuric 
acid and ammonia. ' 

The joint ventures with 
Indian and Japanese com- 
panies come in line with a 
gradual Jordanian switch to 
jffixhicing and marketing 
Tcralizers from the King- 
dom's traditional exports of 
the raw material — rock 
phosphates — to adopt to 
the changing pattern in the 
international market. 

The Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company and the 
Arab Potash Company, 
which collectively account 
for the bulk of Jordan's 
exports, are discussing 
several other similar pro- 
jects with other companies. 


Iraq assails Kuwaiti and Saudi policies 


(Continued from page 12) 
track," it added. 

Russia, China and France 
have been calling for an eas- 
ing of the sanctions since 
Baghdad recognised Kuwait's 


sovereignty last month, but 
the United States and Britain 
insist on full compliance with 
all other U.N. resolutions. 

Al Thawra said Iraq was 
pinning hope on what it 


termed “The Russian 
whale," now aided by both 
France and China, and their 
efforts to isolate the United 
States on the Security Coun- 
cil. 
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Indian premier moves to mend 
congress before fresh elections 


NEW DELHT (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.v. Nara- 
simha Rao, freed of three 
ministers linked to scandals, 
is planning to reshuffle his 
cabinet to mend party divi- 
sions before crucial state' 
polls,. party leaders said Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Rao sacked Health 
Minister 5. Shankaranand. 
Food Minister Kafonath Rai 
and Junior Rural ' Develop- 
ment Minister Rameshwar 
Thakur Thursday . 

Mr. Shankaranand and 
Mr. Thakur were linked to a 
SI. 3 billion stock market 
scandal in 1992 while Mr. Rai 
was accused of wrongdoing in 
a sugar import scam earlier 
this year. 

All three had offered to 
resign last week but Mr. Rao 
handed the resignations to 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma Thursday. 

“He has acted at last to 
save the congress from split- 
ting,” a senior minister told 


Reuters, referring to rising 
pressure on Mr. Rao from 
within the party to rid the 
cabinet of tainted ministers 
and deprive the opposition of 
an electoral weapon. 

Mr. Rai was indicated by 
an official inquiry which 
charged him with helping de- 
lay sugar imports for six 
months until last May. By 
that time world prices bad 
soared, costing the govern- 
ment hundreds of millions of 
dollars. 

Mr. Shankaranand and 
Mr. Thakur were named in a 
parliamentary probe into the 
stock market scandal in 
which bankers and brokers 
colluded to siphon funds, 
mainly from, government 
securities, to the then boom- 
ing Bombay Stock Exchange. 

The opposition, which pa- 
ralysed parliament this week 
over its demands for action 
against scandal-tainted minis- 
ters. said it had forced the 


ministers' exit and demanded 
Mr. Rao step down. 
“Corruption ' is not confined 
to individuals any more. The 
entire Congress Party is cor- 
rupt," said Lai Krisban 
Advani, president of the Hin- 
du nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party. "The prime 
minister must resign to seek a 
fresh mandate.” 

Mr. Advani said corrup- 
tion would be the opposi- 
tion's main electoral plank in 
crucial polls in several states 
In February. 

Mr. Rao needs to survive 
elections in Congress-ruled 
Maharashtra and Gujarat, as 
well as in opposition-ruled 
Bihar and Onssa states to 
keep his hold on the party. 

But Congress leaders were 
pessimistic about at least 
three of the states, saying 
they might scrape through in 
Maharashtra. 

“Oar main concern is in- 
fighting,” said Congress 
spokesman Vithal Gadgil. 


Unarmed White House intruder arrested 


WASHINGTON (R) — An 
unarmed homeless man slip- 
ped through an open gate 
onto the White House 
grounds Wednesday evening 
but was arrested seconds la- 
ter, the Secret Service said 
late Thursday. 

Secret Service spokesman 
Jaime Cagigas said there was 
no danger to President Bill 
Clinton at any time. 

Wednesday’s incident fol- 
lowed on the heels of four 
security incidents on or near 
the White House grounds 
since mid- September which 
have soarked fresh concerns 


about security and the possi- 
ble need to block off wider 
parts of one of Washington's 
most-visited tourist sites. 

Mr. Cagigas noted the Sec- 
ret Service handled about 
half a dozen cases of “fence- 
hoppers" and others trying to 
get onto the White House 
grounds each year. 

He said the man, whose 
name was not immediately 
available, was arrested short- 
ly after sauntering through 
the southwest gate of the 
White House compound 
which had opened to let a 
vehicle enter at about 6 p.m. 
est (2300 GMT). 


He said the man had been 
interviewed extensively and 
would be charged with un- 
lawful entry. 

‘“There was no threat at all 
against the president. He was 
unarmed. There wasn’t any 
violence,” Mr. Ca g i g a* said 
adding the man appeared to 
have no particular motive for 
his act 

Another homelesser being 
shot by police on the ride- 
walk in front of the White 
House Tuesday. Mr. Comiei 
had confronted and 
threatened police with a 
hunting kinfe. 


Hurd set to quit in 1995’ 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd is set to stand down 
from the Conservative gov- 
ernment in the middle of next 
year, said Friday’s Daily 
Telegraph. 

But before he leaves, Mr. 
Hurd is eager to ensure the 
#tfe withdrawal of British 
troops. from Bosnia,-; and. to 
establish an orderly debate 
on Europe in the Tory party, 
said the paper, which" carried 
an opinion piece of Mr. Huid 
setting out the government’s 
European stance. 

In it Hurd confirmed that 
Britain favoured developing 
the Western European Union 
as the "European pillar” of 
NATO and called for streng- 
thened ties with European 
allies, especially France. 

The changed strategic 
landscape since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall had raised new 
questions, said Mr. Hurd. 

“Some of the answers re- 
main the same. NATO will 
remain the bedrock of our 
security in the future, as it 
has been in the past,’’ he 
said. 

"But there is good reason 
to build up the Western 
European Union, as the 
European pillar of NATO.” 

He added: “There is a 
dear case from our own point 
of view for strengthening our 
ties with our European allies 
and especially with France, 
which has made some wel- 
come moves back towards 
the mainstream of European 
defence.” 

Itemising other aims, Mr. 
Hurd said: "We shall aim to 


entrench still further the 
achievements of die single 
market and of subsidiarity.” 

In addition: “We want to 
see continued progress in 
simplifying or scrapping ex- 
isting EC laws and in reduc- 
ing die flow of new legisla- 
tion.” 

Britain would also “fight 
against fraud as vital in con- 
vincing people that the Union 
is working to their advantage 
and not only at their ex- 
pense.” 

Mr. Hurd considered: 
“There is a new mood of 
realism... Politicians are 
accepted that ordinary peo- 
ple, and the nation states 
which still represent them 
best, have to be ax the bean 
of the debate.” 

He admitted: “There are 
still those who ding to the 
idea of creating a European 
superstate based in Brussels. 

“But when it comes to the 
serious questions facing the 
European Union, even they 
admit, however, grudgingly, 
that this will not happen. 

In the light of divisions 
over Europe, and the suspen- 
sion of nine Tory MPs who 
rebelled over European poli- 
cy last mouth, Mr. Hurd 
echoed earlier pleas by Prime 
Minister John Major for par- 
ty unity. 

Mr. Hurd, 65, who has 
been in the government since 
1979, is said to be deteimined 
to return to the backbenches 
before the next general elec- 
tion, having already post- 
poned his departure at least 
once at Mr. Major’s request. 


New York subway blast 
suspect ‘planned more 9 


NEW YORK (R) — A badly 
burned computer consultant 
was arrested Thursday for 
firebombing a packed subway 
train and law enforcement 
sources said the explosion 
was the first of several he bad 
planned to terrorise New 
York City into paying extor- 
tion. 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
and Police Commissioner 
Wlll J am Bratton announced 
the arrest of Edward Leary, 
49, an unemployed computer 
expert from Scotch Plains, 
New Jersey, saying he was 
the bomber whose crude in- 
cendiary device exploded on 
a train packed with Christmas 
shoppers in the Wall Street 
district Wednesday. 

Forty-five people were in- 
jured, four critically, includ- 
ing Mr. Leary who was co- 
vered with bums on almost 
half his body. The bomb — a 
mayonnaise jar filled with 
gasoline with a timing device 
ignitor — set off flames that 
turned passengers on the 
train into human torches. 

Law enforcement sources 
told Reuters police disco- 
vered notes and diagrams in 


Mr. Leary's house that 
showed he had planned to 
trigger more explosions be- 
fore demanding a huge ran- 
som from the city to stop. 

“He wanted to plant a few 
bombs first to let them (the 
Transit Authority which 
operates the city’s subways) 
know he was serious and then 
he was going to extort 
money,” one source dose to 
the case said. 

"We found pages and 
pages of rantings in his 
house. He hated die system,” 
the source added. 

Also found were bomb- 
making materials including a 
manual on how to make fire- 
bombs. 

Police sources said that the 
Wednesday firebombing was 
the second time in a week 
Mr. Leary had struck. They 
said he was responsible for a 
firebomb device that went off 
in a Harlem train that injured 
two teenagers, including one 
seriously. 

Original reports of that in- 
cident had suggested that the 
device was made by one of 
the students who was burned 
in a science class but she had 
adamently denied it. 


The battle 
of the 
Nordic 
Santa 
Clauses 

STOCKHOLM "(AFP) — 
Everyone knows that Santa 
Claus lives at the North Pole. 
But just where Father Christ- 
mas has his home is a matter 
of dispute among the Nordic 
countries of Sweden, Green- 
land, Finland and Norway. 

Gesunda, Sweden (250 
kilometres northwest of 
Stockholm) claims to be the 
year-round home of Santa. 
According to Santa World, 
Santa chose the Gesunda 
countiyside for his perma- 
nent residence, after decades 
of searching for the ideal 
place to live. 

Here Santa keeps a house, 
a workshop, and his animals 

— reindeer, of course. Visi- 
tors can stroll through the 
tree-lined park and small 
alleys, where store windows 
display figurines from Swed- 
ish fairytales. 

In the middle of the park 
stands the Home of Santa 
Claus: Inside, hundreds of 
brightly wrapped presents are 
strewn about, waiting to be 
delivered to all the good little 
boys and girls of tbe world. 

At Santa's workshop, 
where dozens of elves scarry 
to and fro in the seasonal 
rush, a large wooden sleigh is 
parked outside, little visitors 
climbing onto its plush red 
velour are easily taken for. 
far away to fantasyland. 

In Nuuk, Greenland, San- 
ta's workshop and post office 
are also bustling with activity 
these days, answering at least 
125,000 letters from over 100 
countries. (The jolly oP fel- 
low's holiday home in neigh- 
bouring Uummannaq is pret- 
ty quiet this time of year.) 

Santa's very own post 
office handles all the mail, 
and post masters around the 
world make sure that even 
the letters without postage 
stamps get delivered! 

Warm and cozy on the 
inside, the post office boasts 
the world's biggest mail box 

— a six metre high replica of 
a Danish letterbox, chock- 
full of hopeful letters, all 
beginning "Dear Santa...”. 

The letters come from all 
over the world. One Filipino 
girl asked Santa if he liked his 
job, while a group of Danish 
convicts wrote a song and 
asked Santa to help them 
escape from prison. 

Many Japanese students 
even write to Santa in Nuuk, 
lamenting the pressures put 
on them by their parents and 
asking for advice. “My dad 
wants me to study economics 
but I don’t want to. What do 
I do?,” asked one university 
student. 


“Wi thorn party unity nothing 
can be achieved." 

He was referring to critic- 
ism of Mr. Rao's leadership 
by his rival. Human Re- 
sources Minister Arjun 
Singh, and Civil Supfriies 
Minister A.K. Antony. 

Last week, Mr. Antony 
offered to resign over Mr. 
Rao’s handling of the two 
scandals. Newspapers said 
Mr. Singh had also offered to 
step down but there was no 
official confirmation. 

Congress deputies said an 
early cabinet reshuffle could 
help’ Mr. Rao win them over. 

Some senior cabinet minis- 
ters have criticised Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh's 
economic reforms as a factor 
in the Congress Party’s rout 
in recent state polls. 

Commerce Minister Pra- 
nab Mukherjee was quoted 
by senior deputies as leading 
the chorus of criticism against 
Mr. Singh. 


Looting 

follows 

Burundi 

ethnic 

clashes 

BUJUMBURA (R) — Loot- 
ing broke out in abandoned 
parts of Burundi's capital Bu- 
jumbura where up to 30 peo- 
ple were killed in ethnic 
dashes between Hums and 
Tutsis this week, but author- 
ities said Friday calm was 
being restored. 

“Now is not the time to 
count the dead.” said Appoii- 
naire Saha bo. administrative 
chief of the troubled Bwiza 
suburb where most of the 
violence has been concen- 
trated. 

"My priority is to make the 
Hums and foreigners who 
abandoned their houses and 
goods which risk being des- 
troyed by criminals to re- 
rum.” he added. 

Bujumbura Mayor Pic 
Ntiyankundiye told state 
radio late Thursday it was 
calm enough for people to 
return to Bwiza to guard their 
houses and added: 

“For those who may still be 
afraid. I would like to say 
that administrative and secur- 
ity officials from Bwiza will 
pick them up and accompany 
them to their homes.” 

Dozens of government 
troops patrolled Bwiza, 
allowing traffic to enter the 
northwest district but not 
permitting out people trying 
to flee in cars piled with their 
possessions, witnesses said. 

Outside Bwiza, markets 
opened and taxis were back 
on the street after a dusk-to- 
dawn curfew imposed from 
Wednesday night appeared 
to have helped in restoring 
calm. 

On Thursday, the U.N. 
Security Council called for a 
halt to violence in Burundi, 
fearing a repeat of the mass 
killings that gripped neigh- 
bouring Rwanda earlier this 
year. 

A statement expressed 
concern over “the escalation 
of violence in Burundi, both 
in Bujumbura and in the 
countryside, which threatens 
to further destabilise an 
already fragile situation and 
could endanger the stability 
of the sub-region.” 



Mexican state sad fe deral polce 
ders sad barbed wire htoctia g i 
Sank, CMapnr The road M ot to 



rebels who on Dec. & took op 
fa 38 ChfafMM tom (AFP pboto) 


Mexico rebels hide, but say they won’t run 


LARRAINZAR. Mexico 
(R) — Army troops forced 
Maya Indian rebels to take 
cover in Mexico's sashera 
state of Chiapas Thursday 
bat the goeniB* fighters said 
they would not be driven 
bock into their jungle stron- 
gholds. 

Hundreds of sokfiers in a 
column of trades and fight 
tasks m ounte d with heavy 
machine guns rambled north- 
words info the strategic cen- 
tral Chiapas town of Lxmcn- 
zar while military patrols 
guarded against rebel move- 
ments elsewhere is the state. 

Tbe army column, led by 
two geoerab. was nxt by 
dromf of applauding town 
residents as they moved into 
Luroz&ar's main square and 
r eg a i ned control throe days 
after is w occupied by guer- 
rillas of the Zapatista Nation- 
al Liberation Army. 

There was mo fighting be- 
cause Zapatista rebds posted 
on tbe outskirts of the town 
took cover when the army 


our territory, we are not 
going back to flic jungle.” ' 
one young rebel leader. 
Lie uten ant Nkodemo. said 
(S 3 a hi? hi de on the edge of 
Lxtxainzar. “If the army mes- 
ses with us, we will have to 
respond but the order is to 
avoid contact.” 

The Zapatistas’ strategy is 
aimed at leading the army 
into a frustrating game of 
cat-and-mouse with the guer- 
rillas by sidestepping any 
army advance and reappear- 
ing da vs later. 

Hours before the army 
moved into Larrainzar, the 
rebels dug deep trenches into 
all the asphalt and din roads 
approaching the town, effec- 
tively slowing any military 


Zapatistas occupied 
Larmnzar so d several other 
Ouapcs towns Monday after 
leaving their jtmgfc bases and 
slipping through army fines, 
but the mSkary has seadOy 
regained control without 
either ride firing a single bal- 
let. 

Gt*em&** around Lasrain- 
zar told reporters late 
Wedn esd a y that foey would 
sadestep army advances while 
resisting any jpffensiyft, to 
force mem back info the 
d ome T. Brandon 

“We are here *o 


iring their brief 
boo. the Zapatistas looked to 
boost their support by hold- 
ing open-air meeti n gs with 
hundreds of Maya Indian 
peasants to explain their plat- 
form of indigenous rights, 
greater demo c rac y and judi- 
cial and political reforms. 

The Zapatistas lau n c h ed 
their armed rebellion after a 
decade of preparations last 
New Year's Day by wiring 
several large 145 people were 
killed in me fust 10 days of 
fighting. A ceasefire was 
agreed in mid-January and 
the rebels were trapped in- 
side their jungle bases until 
late last vwxk. 

But. by penetrating the 
army cordon, they have 
established a pr c &U to c. in ecu- 
trai and northeastern Chiapas 
and are working closely with 
peasant gro ups that have de- 


clared themselves in peaceful 
rebellion against the ruling 
party Governor Eduardo 
Robledo, whom they say 
stole August elections 
through fraud. 

Many analysts question 
their ability to do little more 
than harass the government, 
arguing that any full-frontal 
attack cm the army would be 
suicidal. 

Both sides say they will not 
be the first to open fire. 
However, with rebel and 
army units now so dose to 
each other and in continual 
movement, tensions are run- 
ning high. 

The crisis has already 
helped push Mexico 1 ! finan- 
cial markets into chaos and 
handed President Ernesto 
Zedillo a major crisis just 
three weeks after he? took 
power. 

Both the stock market ami 
the national currency have 
plummeted this week, in- 
creasing pressure on Mr. 
Zedillo to resolve the 
Chiapas issue by cither stifl- 
ing the uprising or forcing 
open peace negotiatioos. 

Zapatista chiefs say talks 
are pocnbfc only if Mr. Rob- 
ledo rcsona as state Rovcroar 
and ZeaOto re c ogn is e s the 
paraUd "rebel government" 
of Chiapas opposition leader 
AsuuSo Avenoaa. 

“Mr. Zedillo has promised 
huge investment to tackle the 
crashing poverty of Chiapas' 
indigenous oommutrities but 
has so for reftuod to bow to 
the Zapatistas* political 
demands. 


Chinese hijackers overpowered 


BEIJING IR) — A Chinese 
man armed with a petrol 
bomb was overpowered and 
arrested Friday after he tried 
to hijack to Taiwan an airlin- 
er carrying 52 other passen- 
gers and 11 crew , a local 
official said. 

The Soviet-made YAK-42 
took off from Xiamen on a 
flight to Nanjing at 1.13 p.m. 
(0513 GMT) and the hijacker 
tried to force the pilot to fly 
to Taiwan while the plane 
was in airspace above 
Fuzhou, capital of Fnjian 
province, said the official 
who refused to be identified. 

The man threatened to set 
alight a bottle of petrol and 
demanded the plane fly to 
Taiwan, the official said by 
telephone from Xiamen. 740 
(R) south of Beijing on the 
coast of Fujian opposite the 
Nationalist-ruled island. 

The pilot agreed to fly to 
Taiwan, he said. 

As the plane flew toward 
the island, someone on tbe 
plane punched the hijacker, 
knocking him to the floor 
where be was overpowered, 
the official said- 

Details of tbe fight were 


unclear and it was not known 
if the man was overpowered 
by the crew or passengers. 

Taiwan state radio said the 
island's aviation authorities 
had received a hijack signal 
from an airliner approaching 
from China. 

The plane changed to 
course and gained height as it' 
approached Taiwan but did 
not cr o ss into Taiwan airs- 
pace. the radio said. “The 
mainland flight which made a 
detour emitted a 7500 hijack 
signal,” it said. 

After the hijacker was 
overpowered, the plane re- 
turned to Xiamen where it 
Landed at the airport at 2.45 
p.m. (0645 GMT), the offi- 
cial said. 

Police arrested and took 
away the lone hijacker, 
whose identity was not 
known, he said. 

No injuries were reported 
among the other 52 passen- 
gers and II crew aboard the 
plane, a commercial flight on 
lease to one of China's many 
regional airlines from the 
China General Aviation 
Corp, he said. 

“An incident has occur- 


red.” an official of the Xia- 
men Airport Police Depart- 
ment said by telephone. "But 
I cannot reveal anything.” 

The Civil Aeronautics 
Administration in Beijing de- 
clined to comment. 

Twelve planes have been 
hijacked from China to 
Taiwan since April 1993. The 
island is separated from Chi- 
na by 220 kilometres of the 
Taiwan Strait. 

Tbe last plane hijaced was 
in June 1994. 

China and Taiwan, rivals 
since the Nationalists fled to 
the island after losing the 
Chinese Civil War in 1949. 
agreed late this year on terms 
for the return of hijackers 
after Beijing conceded Taipei 
reserve the right to keep 
some hijackers if it finds they 
have valid political or reli- 
gious motives. 

However, both sides 
agreed that any hijacking that 
did not leave its own terri- 
tory’s airspace would he 
handled solely by local au- 
thorities. 

Hijackers in China can face 
' a maximum penalty of death. 


Soweto readies for 1st post- apartheid Christmas 


SOWETO, South Africa 
(AFP) — The black township 
of Soweto, launch pad of the 
anti-apartheid movement and 
of the 1976 riots that even- 
tually led to the demise of 
white rule, readied this week 
to celebrate its first Christ- 
mas under democracy. 

“It will be a Christmas of 
peace, but there are some 
contrasts", said Emmanuel 
Lafont, a French Catholic 
priest whose parish, for more 
than a decade, has been the 
small Church of Saint Phillip 
in the centre of this sprawling 
aty of 3.5 million souls abut- 
ting Johannesburg. 

Fr. Lafont recalled the 
“Black Christmases” of the 
National Party era, when 
“people boycotted shops and 
were banned by anti- 
apartheid organisations from 
celebrating Christmas." 

“People then," Fr. Lafont 
told AFP, "were afraid of 
political violence inside their 
own communities. What re- 
mains today is tension arising 
from crime, poverty and the 
disillusionment of the job- 
less.” 

Officials put the unemploy- 
ment rate in Soweto, the 
country’s largest black 


township, at 60 per cent. 

“The threat of the ‘Tsotsi’ 
is permanent,’* the priest 
said, referring to the young 
armed black gangsters who 
bedevil South Africa's black 
townships and beyond. 

The crime rate in Soweto 
— short for South Western 
Townships — has doubled in 
the past decade, according to 
Fr. Lafont’s estimate, and 
things have not improved 
since the historic elections in 
April that brought blacks to 
power for the first time ' 

Before the election, •‘the 
frustrations of the young 
were chanefled to political 
issues.” Fr. Lafont said — 
now that the struggle for poli- 
tical freedom is over, many 
are turning to crime. 

A crime rate that rockets 
after nightfall had, fa the 
past, helped ensure that 
Christmas celebrations re- 
mained traditional, with peo- 
ple staying at home with their 
families. 

This year, despite the fear 
of crime, tbe city of Johan- 
nesburg has planned some- 
thing different. 

A "Christmas Extravagan- 
za” in cooperation wjjh a 
local brewery began last 


week with a spectacular show 
-of fireworks in Dobsonville, 
one of the poorest areas of 
Soweto. 

More fireworks and laser 
shows — with beams visible 
from 15 kilometres (9.4 
miles) around — are planned 
for Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve. 

“We wanted to bring the 
true Christmas spirit back to 
Soweto.” event organiser 
Michael Tellingcr told The 
Star newspaper. 

The aim this year, added 
Soweto resident and rights 
campaigner Tsebo Lithe lc, is 
to "wipe out all Black Christ- 
mases of the apartheid era." 

The streets of the township 
have been jpiven a facelift ana 
the “btaais * — the barbecues 
that are a must at all South 
Africafl Ottfings — are wait- 
ing to be lit for an all-day 
party on Christmas day. 

Beef, the favourite tipple 
of South Africans regardless 
of race or political affiliation, 
"will flow on Sunday and 
everybody dance,” said 
the 32 -yo* r ’°*d Lithele. a 
clerk at a Soweto clinic. 

“Almost everyone has un- 
ited for the Christmas 
celebratioft"* added Victor 


Sibcko. a computer analvst. 
“There will be panics in ev- 
ery street and families have 
contributed booze and 
money for the food.” 

There will be mounds of 
presents, especially toys for 
the children. Sibcko said. 

But Lafont. a popular 
Soweto figure and a tireless 
campaigner for the 
township's needy, said the 
presents were likely to be of a 
more practical nature. 

“Soweto is the richest 
township, but most of thc 
residents are poor nonethe- 
less, Fr. Lafont said. "When 
they can afford presenrs. thev 
tend to think useful and buv 
such things as new clothes tor 
the family.” 

“Christmas here is diffc. 
rent from Europe.” he s;, lv i 
because it falls in the middle 
of the southern hemisphere 
summer and the annual holi- 
days, when most of the Wun , 
try practically closes down for 
two or three weeks. 

Some of the black popula- 
tion return to their rural 
homes, while most „f r u ‘ 
whites - ami well-otf 

whites to thc beaches 

tiMhe Indian and Atlantic 


Brinkley wed* 
millionaire on 
mountaintop 

TELLURlDk. Colorado (Kl 
— - Supcrmodcl Chmiic 
Brink lev sehussed down ihc 
sunnv slopes of a Rocky 
Mountain resort in a cream- 
coloured ntohair dress Thuts- 
dav to marry thc man with 
whom she survived a helicop- 
ter crash earlier this year 
Brinkley, who divorced pop 
war Bitiy Joel August. 
v,ss wedded to mil !ioa<uic oil 
heir and developer Rickv 
Taubman at Tellimdc's mid- 
mountain lodge in the l-’.S. 
west in front of hundred*, of 
spectators dressed in llWi- 
era ski outfit*. Under sunny 
skies, the couple skied to the 
wedding site from the resort's 
top erf the work! lift overlook- 
ing Bear Creek Pass at about 
12,000 feet 1 3.66U metres! 
above sea level. "It you re 
gping to marry a beautiful 
woman it better he in a bcatt- 
ful place." Mr. Taubman 
said. Dozens of uninvited 
guests looked on from a re- 
spectful distance in this posh 
resort town where celebrities 
are more the norm than the 
rarity. "They {the wedding 
couple) arc local royalty and 
ate treated as such,” ratd 
Tncia Bradley, a Tclluftde 
resident who watched the 
wedding. The couple ccle* 
braced thc ceremony at a 
reception following die wed- 
ding but did nor reveal their 
honeymoon destination last 
winter the longtime model. 
40, and Mr. Taubman. 4fi, 
survived the crash of his hrH* 
copter while on a belt skiing 
fnp at Tdlundc along with 
four other passengers, who 
also survived. Brinkley, who 
was the inspiration for Joel’s 
hit song Uptown Girl, has a 
daughter with him and Mr 
Taubman has a son from a 
previous marriage. 


Gump, Fiction 
take Golden „ 
Globe 

nominee honours 

LOS ANGELES (R) - The 
films Forrest Gump and Pulp 
Fiction took top honours in 
nominations for tbe 52nd 
annual Golden Globe 
Awards annum. ed b> the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association. Forrest Gump 
had. seven nomna&ora m* 
chiding best actor for Tom 
Honks while Pulp Fiction re- 
ccnred sue including best actor 
for John Travolta and best 
director for Quentin Tanmti* 
no. The Golden Globes, to 
be presented in Beverly HUB 
on Jan. 21, are seen os a 
harbinger of who will wm 
Hollywood's most prestigious 
awards, the Oscars. These 
arc presented in late march. 
Tarantino, whose black com- 
edy of Los Angeles hoodlums 
and hit men earned almost 
SoG million at the U.S. box 
office, earlier this year won 
the top prize ar the Cannes 
Film Festival m France. In 
recent weeks the upstart film- 
maker picked up top director 
awards from the Los Angeles 
and New' York Film Critics 
Associations and the Nation- 
al Board of Review of Mo- 
tion Pictures. Pulp Fiction 
also gained Tarantino a Gol- 
den Globe for best screen- 
play. Samuel Jackson won a 
best supporting actor 
nomination for his role as a 
Bible-hashing thug and Unia 
Thurman best support- 
actor nomination for his rule 
as a Biblc-bashing thug and 
Uma Thurman best support- 
ing actress for a gangster 
moll, Thc movie was afoo 
nominated for best picture in 
the drama catcgoiv Forrest 
Uump, the paramount ptc^ 
ture.s release about a simple- 
ton's brushes with history, 
was nominated tot best 
picture-drama. Robin Wright 
received a nomination fox 
best actress, i»ai> Sinifte for 
best supporting actor, Robert 
/jCnicckis for best director, 
_ ne Ki'th lor best u-icmptay 
and Alan Siriersir: for l*e>t 
original scoic. 

Slno-foreign 
marriages rising 
22% a year 
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Chechen volunteers load a track on the way to Pefropavtods- 
kaya (20- km north-east of Grozny) where heavy lighting has 
been registered during the last days. Rebel Chechen leader 


Dzhokhar Dudayev called Wednesday for International press- 
ure on Moscow to bait its offensive on his breakaway republic 
but Russian troops pursued their attacks (AFP photo) 


Unhappy Russian troops man Chechenya borders 


SERNOVODSK. Russia (R) 
— The Russian colonel 
glanced wearily at his bedrag- 
gled troops manning a check- 
point on the border with 
breakaway Chechenya and 
spat in disgust. 

“It is absolutely clear to me 
that this is a senseless war. I 
was in Afghanistan and I 
know what it means to fight a 
■ whole nation,” he said ' 

Many of the ordinary Rus- 
sian soldiers guarding the 
roads leading into Chechenya 
from the neighbouring west- 
ern Republic of Ingushetia 
seem less than content with 
their lot. 

The conscripts, wno spend 
the night in freezing foxholes 
near the road, can only gaze 
enviously at their compan- 
ions from the elite police 
Spetsnaz troops who are ro- 
tated regularly and sleep in 
warm tents. 


The young soldiers, who 
could be seen shaving outside 
in sub-zero temperatures, 
were distinctly unhappy. 

“We live in complete dark- 
ness here. We don't have 
television, we don't see the 
newspapers. We don't know 
what is happening,” said 
Andrei, a 19-year-old infan- 
tryman. 

As he spoke, Russian 
troops in heavy trucks drove 
past in the direction of the 
capital Grozny, under heavy 
attack from air force jets. 
Two attack helicopters 
roared overhead in pursuit. 

The sound of distant explo- 
sions could be heard con- 
tinually from the east. One 
officer said they were blasts 
from tank and Howitzer 
rounds. 

A few kilometre farther 
north, Russian troops on one 
of the side-roads leading to 


Grozny were stopping eveiy 
car and checking for 
weapons. 

“Last night, a military 
track going through a field 
near the road, blew up on a 
Chechen mine and a colonel 
was killed. The driver lost his 
legs,” said a Spetznaz soldier. 

An army major at the 
checkpoint turned away re- 
porters after five minutes, 
saying he supported the 
Kremlin's decision to send in 
troops to crush Chechenya’s 
three-year independence bid. 

“It should have been done 
a long time ago. We will sort 
things out here for sure,” he 
said as more distant explo- 
sions could be heard. 

The Russian soldiers must 
also deal with a hostile local 
population. 

“We did not want this but 
once the war is here we have 
to fight. We know what we 


are dying for," said Sait, a 
45-year-old Chechen in the 
village of Semovodsk, just 
inside the neighbouring re- 
gion of Ingushetia. 

Sait, rubbing his unshaven 
chin, said local men were 
going out on night raids to 
harass the Russian troops. 

“Even if they take Grozny, 
the soldiers will have to leave 
their tanks to urinate and 
then they will be killed,” he 
said. 

The local mufti, or reli- 
gious leader, said he and the 
other elders in the village 
fully supported the holy war 
which Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev had de- 
clared on Moscow. 

“We have only one choice. 
To win or to die,” said one 
elderly man as he listened to 
the mufti delivering a prayer 
condemning the Russian 
troops. 


Italy begins search for way out of crisis 


ROME (R) — President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro began 
the search for a way out of 
Italy’s deep political crisis 
Friday with ousted Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
piling the pressure on him to 
opt for a snap election. 

Mr. Scalfaro, who must 
decide whether to dissolve 
parliament or seek a possible 
snpcessor to Mr. Berlusconi, 
stilted formal consultations 
by meeting one of his two 
surviving predecessors as 
head of state, S6-year-old 
Giovanni Leone. 

An official statement said 
Mr. Scalfaro would meet for- 
mer President Francesco 
Cossiga at five p.m. (1600 
GMT). 

The crisis then enters the 
freezer for Christmas. Mr. 
Scalfaro’s soundings on how 
to end the rurmoil resume on 
Dec. 27 when he will start 
talks with speakers of both 
houses of parliament and 
political party leaders. 

Mr. Berlusconi, his centre- 
right government wrecked 
just seven months into office, 
quit Thursday rather than 
face defeat in a vote in parlia- 
ment on three on-confidence 
motions, one of them spon- 


sored by his rebel coalition 
partner the Northern 
League. 

.The 58-y ear-old media 
-mogul said Friday that he had 
given Mr. Scalfaro dear mes- 
sage at his resignation meet- 
ing that Italy must return to 
the ballot box fast and leave 
him as caretaker prime minis- 
ter in the run-up to polls. 

“I said very clearly that I 
would consider it a mistake to 
change the composition of 
the government for the brief 
period which separates us 
from these necessary elec- 
tions," Mr. Berlusconi told a 
news conference. 

Mr. Scalfaro. 76, is the 
ultimate arbiter in Italian 
political crises as head of 
state. 

He is widely believed to 
oppose elections only nine 
months into parliament’s 
five-year term and to prefer 
firet "to try to form a govern- 
ment. Italv's 54th since 
World War II. from the 
forces in the current legisla- 
rure. _ , 

Outgoing Interior Minister 
Robeno Maroni, a League 
moderate who has openly dis- 
sented from party leader 


XJmberto Bossi’s break with 
Mr. Berlusconi,- said- Friday 
that Mr. Scalfaro thought 
snap elections “would Be a 
catastrophe*-':- 

“You can’t dissolve parlia- 
ment because a government 
falls,” Mr. Maroni told re- 
porters. “An innovative, new 
institutional solution must be 
found that will allow a new 
government to be born.” 

“Something has got to be 
pulled out of the hat,” he 
said. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s stormy 
coalition between his Forza 
Italia party, the federalist 
League and the far right 
National Alliance stormed to 
triumph in general elections 
in March under a new, main- 
ly majority system. 

Mr. Bossi's defection, 
branded a betrayal of voters 
by Mr. Berlusconi, has shap- 
ly divided the League, with 
Mr. Maroni leading a large 
group opposed to his plan to 
go into a government that 
would involve the ex- 
communist Democratic Party 
of the Left. 

Mr. Berlusconi made clear 
.he hoped the internal tension 
would eventually topple Mr. 
Bossi. 


“I hope the many merits of 
the League* ran continue to 
appr^atgd^p«)Rle', _ jf. 
the Lragjw '.changes its poli- 
iJ *ttral direction, 'if there's "a 
review that could also lead to 
a change of leadership," he 
said. 

Mr. Bossi told Italian tele- 
vision he had brought down 
Mr. Berlusconi because “it 
was necessary to stop this 
kind of Peronism. this kind of 
little personal dictatorship." 

Mr. Berlusconi, asked to 
respond to the remark, told 
the news conference: “Bossi 
must be talking about Peroni 
beer, it’s the only Peronism 
he knows about". Peroni is a 
popular brand of Italian beer. 

The current parliament is 
seriously splintered and few 
political analysts believe any 
alternative coalition to Mr. 
Berlusconi’s shattered 
alliance could last long. 

One alternative, a broad- 
based transitional govern- 
ment led by a non-partisan 
premier, had strong backing 
in an opinion poll published 
Friday. Hie Di recta Institute 
said 72.S per cent of respon- 
dents who expressed an opin- 
ion favoured the idea. 


N. Ireland loyalists press U.K. for prisoner amnesty 


BELFAST (R) — Protestant 
politicians pressed Britain 
Fru'jjy to grant an amnesty to 
b ..reds of loyalist prisoners 
tc ’ match an Irish amnesty 
w : .ch freed nine Ira convicts 
fcnd gave 30 parole for Christ- 
mas. 

“It's not prisoners’ parole 
that's at the top of our agen- 
da. it’s the release of prison- 
ers.” Billy Hutchinson of the 
Progressive Unionist Party 
(PUP) told reporters before 
starting talks with British 


officials in Belfast. 

He was speaking as nine 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA I prisoners, including 
two convicted murderers, 
walked free from the Irish 
Republic's Port Laoise max- 
imum security jail under a 
controversial amnesty by the 
Dublin government. 

They "were to have been 
freed In November but their 
release orders were scrapped 
after IRA gunmen killed a 
postal worker in a robbery in 


the border town of Newry 
which shattered an IRA ceas- 
efire that started in Septem- 
ber. 

Britain refuses to grant 
amnesty to hundreds of FRA 
and loyalist prisoners despite 
appeals to make a gesture of 
clemency ro reward both 
groups for declaring cease- 
fires since September which 
have ushered in an unpre- 
cedented era of peace. 

Two small Protestant poli- 
tical parties with links to 


loyalist guerrillas who fought 
to keep Northern Ireland 
British said they would be 
raising the prisoner issue at 
their second round of talks 
with British officials since the 
ceasefires. 

Britain has allowed 350 
Republican and loyalist pris- 
oners home for Christmas 
leave this year, about 100 
fewer than in 1993, and has 
rejected appeals for a more 
sweeping amnesty. 


Truce delayed; Bosnian Serbs 
say they already observe It 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs delayed an 
official ceasefire with Mus- 
lims for 24 hours until noon 
(1100 GMT) Saturday but 
said they had already ordered 
their forces to stop fighting 
Friday. 

U.N. envoy Yasushi 
Akashi was still negotiating 
the text of an agreement with 
the Serbs at their Pale head- 
quarters outside Sarajevo 
when the Friday noon dead- 
line for the ceasefire passed. 

But Mr. Akashi emerged 
shortly afterwards with a 
document signed by Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic and his army commander. 
Genera] Ratko Mladic, and 
told reporters: “Our enor- 
mous efforts have resulted in 
a happy outcome.” 

He read a text declaring “a 
general ceasefire along all 
lines of confrontation which 
will take place at 1200 hours 
on Dec. 24.” 

Mr. Akashi left for 
Sarajevo to sign up the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment while Mr. Karadzic 
said: “As far as we are con- 
cerned, the ceasefire has 
already taken effect.” 

The United Nations and 
Serb and Muslim military 
commanders have until Jan. 1 


£ 


to negotiate a four-month 
“cessation of hostilities” 
which will lead to the deploy- 
ment of U.N. peacekeepers 
between the two sides. 

The agreement crowns a 
rivate mediation effort by 
rmer U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter who was called in by 
Bosnian Serbs this week to 
break the deadlock in efforts 
to end almost 33 months of 
war in Bosnia. 

The ceasefire agreement 
appeared to have been sim- 
plified with serious obstacles 
to an overall agreement re- 
moved. 

There was no mention of 
Serb demands that Muslim 
forces withdraw from a de- 
militarised zone outside 
Sarajevo or of the status of a 
disputed big power peace 
plan. 

Mr. Karadzic said after 
signing: “Our mutual inten- 
tion is to conclude a final 
peace agreement. I think we 
are very dose to that and l 
hope the international com- 
munity will make every en- 
deavour to make a final 
peace treaty and stabilise the 
Balkans.” 

The ceasefire agreement 
guaranteed the freedom of 
movement of U.N. convoys 
and safety for U.N. person- 


nel and the prompt, uncon- 
ditional release of prisoners 
of war. 

Mr. Akashi went to Pale 
Friday morning to discuss dif- 
ficulties over die inclusion of 
the status of the big power 
peace plan in the agreement. 
He appeared in the end to 
have settled for less. 

Serbs regard the plan a — 
dividing Bosnia almost equal- 
ly between themselves and a 
federation of Muslims and 
Croats — as a starting point 
for peace negotiations. 

The Bosnian government 
insists it should be the basis 
of a peace settlement. 

A threat to the truce is that 
the Carter and U.N. propos- 
als do not include Croatian 
Serbs and rebel Muslims who 
are fighting government 
forces in the Bihac enclave in 
the northwest. 

This is the only part of the 
country where serious fight- 
ing is still taking place and 
there is no guarantee the 
ceasefire would stop it, even 
though the Bosnian Serb 
forces would have to cease 
involvement. 

The government 5th Corps 
defending Bihac said heavy 
snow had slowed fighting 
although Serb shelling had 
continued. 


Corps spokesman Damir 
Mizdic said by telephone that 
Serbs were reinforcing their 
rroops around Bihac. 

“ I doubt very much that 
the ceasefire will work. We 
assess it as just another 
Karadzic game.” he added. 

Mr. Karadzic is still likely 
to press for the withdrawal of 
Muslim forces from Mount 
Igman. west of Sarajevo, 
where they are guarding the 
only free road to the mainly 
Muslim Bosnian capital. 

Mr. Akashi said Thursday 
that the Igman problem 
“should have been settled a 
long time ago but we are still 
stuck on that issue that dar- 
kens the prospects of solving 
the other issues.” 

The United Nations and 
the Bosnian rivals refused :o 
be deterred by an attack on a 
Sarajevo market Thursday in 
which two men were killed 
and seven people wounded. 

Peacekeepers said Friday 
that examinations of debris 
showed that tank shells rather 
than mortar bombs were 
probably responsible but that 
they could not determine 
which side had fired them. 

However, U.N. spokes- 
man Gary Coward said it was 
“unlikely” that government 
forces had fired the rounds. 


S. Korea’s Kim carries out major cabinet reshuffle 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean president Kim Young- 
Sam Friday made sweeping 
cabinet changes, replacing 
Foreign Minister Han Sung- 
Joo and a dozen other mem- 
bers, a presidential spokes- 
man said. 

Mr. Han will be replaced 
by Gong Ro-Myung, a career 
diplomat who is now ambas- 
sador to Japan. 

In the biggest cabinet 
shake-up since taking office 
in February last year, Mr. 
Kim dismissed Defence 
Minister Rhee Byoung-Tae, 
Trade Minister Kim Chul-Su 
and Interior Minister Choi 
Hyung-Woo. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Hong Jae-Hyong, who'e also : 
the. economic placing niiiusr. .*. 
ter, win head the .^oweriE^, 
'finance *and economics 
board. This was created by 
the merger of the Finance 
Ministry and Economic Plan- 
ning Board under a govern- 
ment reorganisation plan. 

Kim Deok. the head of the 
Agency for National Security 


Planning, was named unifica- 
tion minister, responsible for 
relations with Communist 
North Korea. The holder of 
the post automatically be- 
comes one of two deputy 
prime ministers. 

r Former Defence Minister 
Kwon Young-Hae will head 
the Agency for National 
Security Planning, the power- 
ful internal security agency, 
and Lee Yang-Ho, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
was named defence minister. 

Finance Minister Park Jae- 
Yoon was transferred to 
trade minister and the ambas- 
sador to the United States, 
Han Seung-Soo, was named 
presidential chief secretary 
in dace of Park Kwan-Yong. 

presidential spokes- 
man said Mr. Kim introduced 
into his cabinet new figures to 
implement his crusade to boost 
South Korea's international 
competitiveness and eradi- 
cate corrupt practices. 

The shake-up had been ex- 
pected since early this month 


when Mr. Kim proposed a 
bill to merge and streamline 
major government ministries 
and cut dozens of high- 
ranking posts. 

Parliament earlier Friday 
passed the reorganisation bill 
to pave the way for the 
sweeping cabinet changes. 

The bill, under which four 
major economic ministries 
would be merged into two 
new ministries, was passed by 
171 votes to 79, a parliamen- 
tary spokesman said. 

The highlight of the reor- 
ganisation is the merger of 
the Finance Ministry and the 
Economic Planning Board, 
which was in charge of draw- 
ing up budget plans. The 
Construction and ^Trans- 
portation Ministries were 
also merged*.- - 

Mr. Kim’s proposal to 
reorganise the government, 
which will cut posts of 32 
senior officials, including two 
ministers and three vice- 
ministers, has touched off in- 
tense debate in parliament in 
the past two weeks. 


Opposition members, de- 
manding a deeper and wider, 
reorganisation, had staged a 
filibuster to try to delay the 
bill, but rival parties Wednes- 
day reached a compromise 
under which opposition de- 
mands would be considered 
at a separate parliamentary 
session early next year. 

Last week in a prelude to 
the reshuffle, Mr. Kim 
appointed Lee Hong-Koo, an 
expert on Korean unification, 
as his new prime minister. 
Mr. Lee moved from the 
Unifies 'Jon Ministry. 

Analysts said Friday’s 
shake-up appeared also 
aimed at giving his cabinet a 
facelift following a series of 
corruption scandals and dis- 
asters. including the collapse 
in October of a bridge in 
central Seoul which killed 32 
people. 

In South Korea, a presi- 
dent often reshuffles his 
cabinet when seeking to 
boost flagging public confi- 
cence in the government. 


Christmas nears, but no word on pilot in N. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — U.S. military 
officials got no response from 
North Korea Friday to a re- 
quest for a border meeting to 
arrange the return of a cap- 
tured U.S. army helicopter 
pilot by Christmas, a U.S. 
spokesman said. 

“We, of course, are seek- 
ing a meeting at Panmunjom 
but the North has not re- 
sponded to our request, said 
Jim Coles, a spokesman for 
the U.S. military in South 
Korea. 

“We will be ready for talks 
whenever the North accepts 
the offer.” 

Military officials in Seoul 
said U.S. military officers 
had made the request for 
talks through North Korean 
officers at the border hamlet 
of Panmunjom who said they 
would pass it on to the lead- 
ership m Pyongyang. 

At Panmunjom, the only 
crossing point in the tense 
Korean border. North Korea 
Thursday handed over the 
body of U.S- army Chief 
Warrant Officer David Hile- 
mon, killed when his helicop- 
ter was downed last Saturday 
after straying into North Ko- 
rean territory. 

The pilot of the helicopter, 
Bobby Hall, was captured by 
the North Koreans. 

Pyongyang has said the 


helicopter was on a spy mis- 
sion. It was still questioning 
Hall, who is from Bookesvil- 
le, Florida. 

On Friday, the chief of 
staff of the North Korean 
army, Marshal Choe Kwang, 
called for vigilance in the face 
of “reckless" acts by enemy 
forces. 

“The enemy continuously 
strains the situation in our 
country by conducting reck- 
less commotions and military 
exercises against us,” Mar- 
shal Choe said at a ceremony 
to mark the third anniversary 
of Kim Jong-U's elevation to 
supreme military comman- 
der, broadcast on official 
Pyongyang Radio. 

“We must keenly watch 
the enemy's aggression and 
war manoeuvres, and must 
maintain high vigilance and 
be in full combat readiness so 
we ran cope with any con- 
tingency.” 

Hang Chang-On, a senior 
North Korean diplomat to 
the United Nations in Gene- 
va Thursday accused the Un- 
ited States of carrying out 200 
“espionage activities” against 
his country in November 
alone, by planes and helicop- 
ters doing aerial reconnai- 
sance. 

Mr. Han said his country 
hoped to resolve the problem 


of releasing the airman on a 
“humanitarian basis” but 
would have to have a “thor- 
ough investigation of the inci- 
dent.” 

White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said 
shortly after the return of 
Hilemon's body Thursday 
that President Bill Clinton 
regretted the downing of the 
OH-58 helicopter. 

“It was unnecessary, I 
think, in our view. And we’re 
hopeful that the North Ko- 
reans will return Chief War- 
rant Officer Hall shortly,” 
she said. 

“I think we’re hopeful and 
we’re certianly calling on the 
North Koreans to let him go 
in time for Christmas.” 

The body of Hilemon had 
arrived at Travis Air Force 
Base in California near San 
Francisco where the military 
planned an autopsy to deter- 
mine the cause of death. U.S. 
military spokesman Coles 
said. 

U.S. Congressman Bill 
Richardson, who brokered 
the return of Hilemon's body 
and brought it back to South 
Korea, left Seoul for 
Washington Friday to report 
on his five-day trip to Presi- 
dent Clinton. 

Mr. Richardson, who acted 
as Mr. Clinton’s envoy after 


arriving in Pyongyang on a 
previously scheduled trip, 
said in Seoul he had received 
assurances from Pyongyang 
that Hall would be released 
“very soon” but not neces- 
sarily by Christmas. 

He said North Korea did 
not allow him to meet Hall or 
talk to him by telephone but 
he understood the pilot was 
being held at a military base 
near the crash site, a short 
distance north what is the 
world’s last cold war frontier. 

Washington blames pilot 
error but few details have 
emerged of the circumstances 
that led to the downing. The 
Pentagon said the crew 
thought they were still in 
South Korea minutes before 
they went down. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry earlier told re- 
porters he was “encouraged” 
by Pyongyang’s release cf 
Hilemon’s body. 

Asked why the United 
States had not formally 
apologised to North Korea 
for the incident. Mr. Perry 
said: “What I've said about 
that I will say again, which is 
(that) it was a mistake on the 
part of the United States. I 
said there are many reasons I 
regret that mistake. It was 
pilot error, not a planned 
mission.” 



BamsHAixwios 



Were pleased 
to announce our return. 

Two new weekly British Airways flights from Amman to 
London Heathrow. Exceptional in-flight entertainment 
and Halal cuisine. Special Middle Ease Visitors' Service. 
Global connections through our Heathrow and Garwick 
hubs. And the unparalleled hospitality that makes 
you feel right at home wherever in the world you are. 
Its nice to be back. 

British airwa ys 

The worlds favourite airline 
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Where environment suffers 

THE DIRE consequences of the Golf war on 
Iraq obviously exceed the direct losses in 
lives and material damage. Today, nearly 
four years later, the Iraqi people are still 
paying a heavy price in more ways than 
could be imagined before. 

A seminar on the after-effects of the war 
took place recently in Baghdad and what the 
participants discovered was so horrific that it 
left many of them tormented, sad and above 
all angry at the callous posture of the 
community of nations towards the ran tinning 
tragedy in Iraq. The story that unfolded in 
that international meeting which included 
imminent scholars from the four corners of 
the world, portrayed a very grim picture 
about the irreversible dangers to Iraq’s 
environment and eco-system touched off by 
the persistent blockade. 

The experts did not just confine their 
deliberations to the conference room; they 
went out, visited places, talked to people and 
established for themselves the extent of the 
damage to Iraq’s environment as a result of 
the war. The sewage system that was in- 
spected was overflowing ont in the open with 
all sorts of contaminated water because Iraqi 
municipal authorities are unable to mend or 
expand it as was originally conceived and 
' planned.. Once fertile land in Iraq has turned 
into waste land again because of extended 
negligence brought about by the sanctions. 
The waters of the main rivers in Iraq, the 
Euphrates and Tigris, are now contaminated 
and polluted. Even garbage can no longer be 
collected to meet the minimum health stan- 
dards of the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). Clearly, neither drinking water nor 
irrigation water escaped from heavy pollu- 
tion from open sewerage and other polluting 
sources. No wonder child mortality in Iraq 
has seen a dramatic rise in the aftermath of 
the war and cancer cases among adult Iraqis 
are shooting up in recent years- 

The big question that remains is why the 
West continues to punish not only the regime 
but the people and Iraq as a country? What 
long-term interest can be served by spread- 
ing disease in Iraq or destroying its ecological 
system altogether? With all the talk we hear 
about human rights and humanism, we 
wonder especially at this time of the year 
whether the nations behind the sanctions are 
truely faithful believers in what they preach 
to others. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE FINANCE minister who — presented the 1995 draft 
budget to Parliament has no power to introduce any new 
taxes in order to offset the JD 50 million deficit, and 
therefore the alternative at his disposal is to su g gest 
reducing expenses and controlling imports, said Fabd AI 
Fanek, a writer in Al Ra'i Arabic daily. The writer noted 
that if the government secures Parliament's endorsement of 
the budget it would be like winning a vote of confidence 
over its policies in the coming year. Regardless of who is in 
charge of the Foreign Ministry or the government nothing 
can be done to change the system of working out the 
Jordanian fiscal budgets each year although some govern- 
ments tend sometimes to give priority to crertain aspects 
more than others from time to time, said the writer. It 
should be noted, he said, that 90 per cent of the budget is 
allocated for salaries, administrative expenses and payment 
of premiums on loans or interests on them and, therefore 
very little margin is left for the government to manoeuvre 
and find ways to deal with the deficit. The writer expressed 
belief that the 1995 draft budget was bound to be endorsed 
since it is almost impossible to find an alternative budget 
under the prevailing circumstances. 

AL Dnstour daily discussed a suggestion by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in which he proposed that the Arab 
League be transformed into a Middle East league so that 
Israel can join the Arab states in the new Middle East 
order. Peres seems to have forgotten that die Arabs had 
created the Arab League as a dub where they can settle 
inter-Arab issues and chart programmes primarily for the 
interests of the Arab masses alone, said die paper. The 
Israeli Foreign Minister should realise that the Arab 
League groups states with the same culture, history and 
common destiny and above all people with common 
feelings and objectives, added the daily. If Israel is to join 
the group, said the paper, it ought first to comply with the 
requirements of peace with the Arabs and implement 
resolutions passed by the United Nations concerning its 
end of occupation of Arab lands and the restoration pi the 
Palestinian people's rights. Die paper said that the Arab 
League charter does not allow for Israel or any other 
country to be admitted to the Arab League and therefore 
Peres's dream can never be fulfilled. 



JORDANIAN PERSPECTIVE 


By Dr. Musa Kefiani 


Let history not repeat itself 


MUCH AS SOME people in the Arab World would like to 
think otherwise, the recent resolution adopted by the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) on Jerusalem 
including an acknowledgment of a Saudi prince's contribu- 
tion to maintaining the Muslim holy shrines in the city 
while ignoring IBs Majesty King Hussein's historic role 
there was not at Jordan's expense in the long term. Indeed, 
the resolution- came as a disappointment to us Jordanians 
and exposed the ill-feelings some Arab and Muslim 
countries continue to harbour towards Jordan despite all 
our efforts to set the record right- Notwithstanding the 
disappointment, what is of immediate concern to us here in 
Jordan is the short-sightedness that the Islamic leaders 
displayed while adopting the resolution. 

Let us make one tiling dear. Jordan has no problems 
with the resolution per se since it only underlined the firm 
stand of the Islamic World against Israeli usurpation of 
Jerusalem and efforts to Jndaise the city, which is holy to 
Muslims, Christians and Jews. It was a resounding reaf- 
firmation of Muslims’ concern over the slow but steady 
moves adopted by Israel since 1967 to consolidate its grip 
on Jerusalem and obliterate all non-Jewish characters ana 
identities of the aty through creating new realities on the 
ground. But what bo there us in the OIC move is the 
unprecedented inclusion of a reference to the recent 
donation made fay Saudi Arabia to maintain the holy sites 
there while ignoring the difficult responsibilities shouldered 
by Jordan for decades in the same context. 

It is no secret that some of the comments made by some 
of the participants in the OIC sum mit in Casablanca were 
at best offensive to Jordan, including the sarcastic sugges- 
tion that it might be a good idea if all the Muslim countries 
send separate and individual letters of thanks to the 
Kingdom. The sarcasm and similar comments made by 
some others were indeed not pleasant, to say the least. 
They also showed that there are some in the Arab World 
who are upset by Jordan’s strong and emphatic return to 
mainstream international and regional politics after a short 
span. It was dear, however, that these parties did not have 
a common position against Jordan, but were acting as a 
lobby for individual reasons, including perhaps envy over 
what the Kingdom accomplished through its carefully 
charted polities and actions over the years. 

The adntixation that Jordan enjoys in the international 
scene for its democratisation. respect for human rights, and 


principled stands towards all international and regional 
issues is no secret The strong relations that Jordan has 
established with world centres of real power are indeed the 
best protection and shield for the Kingdom against any 
party that might want to barm its interests. In any event we 
believe that it is only a matter of time before those parties 
realise their folly and come to terms with the political 
course adopted by Jordan. 

Beyond that, and more significant and dangerous, was 
the reality exposed in Casablanca that Islamic countries 
have not learnt from the past and remain engrossed in 
short-term objectives. 

Let us go three or four decades back and trace the 
evolution of the so-called Islamic violence and extremism 
over which the OIC leaders expressed loud concern. 
Jordan was the first country in the Arab World to not only 
realise such a danger but also to adopt c on c rete moves to 
ensure that Islamic frustrations stemming mostly from 
world injustices to Muslims do not pose a danger to its 
national entity. The very presence of political groups which 
espouse “political Islam” in Jordan since the early 50s and 
their interaction with the mainstream political parameters 
and guidelines is the best evidence of the soundness of the 
Jordanian policy. 

Memories are still fresh of the heavy criticism that the 
Jordanian policy drew from many quarters in the Arab 
World. Virtually there was no Arab leader who understood 
and appreciated the wisdom behind the policy of “co- 
optation and accommodation” that Jordan followed vis-a- 
vis Islamic political groups as is evidenced in the political 
system that guides foe Kingdom today. It could easily be 
said that foe political ideologies of some of the Islamic 
groups in Jordan are much more strong and sound than 
many of their counterparts in the Arab World. 

Bat the outstanding feature of Jordan is foe fact that foe 
Kingdom has been spared the rash of violence that many 
predicted and it was no accident. What we have today is 
political interaction with Islamic political groups which play 
a major role in foe mainstream politics of our country in a 
spirit of democracy. 

On the other side of foe spectrum is what we have seen 
happening elsewhere in the Arab World; the grand mosque 
of Mecca in 1979, Syria in 1974 and again in 1981, and 
Egypt and Algeria today, not to mention the underlying 
tones of foe so-called religious extremism evident in many 


other Arab countries. 

Had those countries given a thought to what Jordan was 
advocating and implementing since the 50s and 60s and 
accepted the wisdom and foresight behind the Kingdom's 
policies, we would not have had the debacles that they 
witness today. 

In essence, it is the same thought that comes to mind in 
the context of Jerusalem. Jordan has dearly stated its 
position that it would not relinquish its enstodianship of the 
Islamic holy shrines in Jerusalem under the present 
conditions mid until such time the Palestinians regam their 
legitimate political and territorial rights and are in a 
position to assume the responsibilities towards the holy 
sites. 

Regardless of what anyone has to say about foe issue, 
Jordan is firm on its stand that turning away from its role in 
Jerusalem at this point in time would only mean one thing 
— d earning the ground for Israel to assume control of the 
Islamic shrines in Jerusalem and a fast Judaisation of the 
d ty after a fast obliteration of its Muslim identity that 
Jordanians and every other Muslim cherish and seek to 
safeguard. That was the reason behind Jordan continuing 
to care for the Muslim sites in the occupied lands, inducting 
Jerusalem. That is not to mention the strong emotional 
links that the Hashemite family has with Jerusalem and the 
sacrifices that they have made in their endeavours to ensure 
that the Islamic sanctity of the city is not violated. 

Let no one forget that foe Hashemites have undertaken 
the three consecutive restoration projects in Jerusalem, 
inducting the personal donations made by His Majesty the 
King despite deep financial problems. 

Those who wonted behind the scenes to ensure that an 
acknowledgment of the Jordanian role in Jerusalem was 
exduded from the Casablanca resolution on Jerusalem 
while the financial role oil-rich Saudi Arabia played was 
given a special mention were indeed shortsighted. They 
might think they won a major victory against Jordan, but 
they did not realise and appreciate the wisdom of foe 
Jordanian stand just as they did not care to consider the 
policies and advices of Jordan since the middle of this 
century. 

We can only hope that they would come their senses and 
realise that history stands to repeat itself unless they rise 
beyond petty short-term politics and polities and look more 
-\ dosely at the Jordanian track record sooner than later. If 
not, then foe Muslim World would be foe loser in the end. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Writers urge government to include 
old retirees in new pension scheme 


Reviewed by Elia NasraDah 


DOMSETIC AFFAIRS, 
the situation in the 
Chechen Republic, the 
situation ^ iiv'^he occupied 
Arab' lands and pan-Arab 
affairs dominated the 
editorials and themes of 
articles of columnists in the 
local press in the past 
week. 

Commenting on the gov- 
ernment's decision to raise 
the pension of retiring civil 
servants and servicemen, a 
columnist in Al Dustour 
urged Parliament to lobby 
foe government into in- 
cluding the old retirees. 

Ahmad Shaker com- 
mended the government 
for raising foe amount of 
pensions given to the re- 
tired personnel but said 
that servicemen and civil 
servants who had retired 
before under the previous 
regulations receive meagre 
pension barely sufficient 
for sustenance. He said 
that the government ought 
to come to the help of this 
sector of retired people and 
allow them to benefit from 
foe regulations and help 
them lead a decent life in 
their retirement. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
dwelt on the same theme 
calling on foe government- 
to be fair to those who 
retired before December 
1994. The writer said that 
some of the serving em- 
ployees would be encour- 
aged to seek retirement 
since they would get good 
pension after serving more 
than 20 years with the gov- 
ernment He said the gov- 
ernment itself could resort 
to retiring a great number 


of those who had com- 
pleted the 20 years service 
in order to employ younger 
people who had -Spent years 
unemployed and seeking 

{ 'obs to support their fami- 
ies. 

A writer in AI Ra’i dis- 
cussed the future of foe 
Jordanian Company for 
Television production and 
said that though its past 
works were a cause of pride 
for Jordan the quality of 
prodnetion has deterio- 
rated lately because the 
company started producing 
programmes and series not 
related to foe traditional 
Jordanian heritage and life. 
The company's past pro- 
duction won wide fame in 
the Arab World because 
the managers sought to re- 
flect the Jordanian image 
to the outside world in their 
production but the quality 
declined when topics alien 
to the Jordanian tradition 
began to appear in the 
company's production. 
Ibrahim Al Absi said that it 
was hoped that the new 
management under Fabed 
Fanek would breathe new 
life into foe company and 
restore to it the good repu- 
tation it had always en- 
joyed over the years. 

Former Minister of 
Health Zeid Hamzeh wrote 
an article in Al Ra'i daily 
crititising foe inflated pub- 
lic administration system 
which is bulging every year 
with the government em- 
ployees having tittle to do 
and only impeding all 
attempts towards reform- 
ing foe system. The writer 
gave the view that by stop- 
ping further appointment 


in government depart- 
ments. the government 
would encourag&Atbe pri- 
■ vate sector to flouriSh and 
absorb more seekers. 
He said That the public 
administration was Like a 
cancer eating away the 
gains that the Kingdom was 
achieving and impeding the 
Kingdom’s progress in all 
domains. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
demanded the government 
apply a comprehensive 
health insurance system to 
cover all members of the 
public and ensure good 
health for every one. It is 
only people who enjoy 
good health who can be 
productive and rid them- 
selves of poverty and un- 
employment and it is those 
who enjoy good health who 
can best serve their nation, 
said Ali Safadi, a former 
advisor to the prime minis- 
ter.. The writer urged the 
concerned authorities to 
take extra care about en- 
suring foe good quality of 
foodstuffs, non pollution of 
drinking water and pre- 
venting foe pollution of air 
by smoke or industrial and 
other waste. The writer 
said that foe whole country 
suffers and pays the cost for 
foe treatment of the tick 
but sickness can be avoided 
through precautionary me- 
asures that are essential for 
foe benefit of the whole 
nation. 

Reflecting on the situa- 
tion in the Chechen Repub- 
lic, Al Ra'i daily said that 
Jordan is very concerned 
over the tragic situation be- 
falling the Chechen people 


and the continued military 
confrontation to settle a 
dispute that could have 
"been resolved through dia- 
logue and peaceful means, 
ii is true that Jordan does 
not wish to meddle in other 
countries' affairs but it is 
also true that the people of 
Jordan as a whole are deep- 
ly concerned over the loss 
of innocent life resulting 
from an attempt by the 
Chechen people to seek in- 
dependence. The paper 
noted that foe war was 
bound to leave very deep 
scars and hatreds for de- 
cades to come no matter 
what the outcome of the 
current conflict could be. 

Mohammad Kawash, a 
writer in Al Dustour, re- 
minded the Russian people 
that they had rejected the 
Communist rule and rebel- 
led against it and said why 
should Moscow now try to 
impose on the Chechens 
something which they re- 
sent. The writer said that 
Russia as a major world 
power has a great deal of 
interests with the Arab and 
Islamic world and should, 
therefore, respect foe feel- 
ings of the Muslims and 
stop its fight against their 
Chechen brothers. Moscow 
should respect the 
Chechen’s desire to achieve 
independence from the 
Russian Federation. 

Observers who follow up 
tile behaviour of the Israeli 
government realise that 
Israeli leaders are not con- 
cerned with the imple- 
mentation of the Oslo 
agreement with foe Palesti- 
nians nor are they keen on 
pulling troops from the 


occupied territories. It is while holding tight to its 
foe military which controls obsolete policy of depitring 
the destiny of the Israeli*? i>.the Palestinians of the right 
society by influencing the of return. The writer said 
government acppns aU the^ fe that Israel has been seeking 
time, said Walid Abu Bak- ' an end of the state of war 
er. The writer said that with the Arabs but without 

nothing in what Israel has giving anything m return. It 

done since its signing of the has not yet returned the 

occupied lands and now it 


Oslo agreement proves that 
the Israelis are really intent 
on granting the Palestinians 
their rights or reaching a 
just and permanent solu- 
tion to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Taber Adwan, a col- 
umnist for AI Dustour, ac- 
cused foe Israelis of pre- 
venting the Palestinians 
from organising free elec- 
tions in implementation of 
foe Oslo and Cairo agree- 
ments. The writer said that 
while foe Palestinians con- 
sider their agreement with 
Israel as a way towards 
resolving the conflict and 
ending the occupation, 
Israel considers the agree- 
ments as a means for per- 
petuating their presence in 
Arab land. The delay in the 
implementation of the 
agreements and foe obsta- 
cle in the path of foe elec- 
tions are dear manifesta- 
tions of the Israeli govern- 
ment’s intentions, said the 
writer. 

Hamadeh Faraneh criti- 
cised the Israeli govern- 
ment for dragging its feet 
cm the question of repat- 
riating the thousands of 
Palestinian citizens who 
were turned away because 
their permits had expired. 
He asked how could Israel 
hope for normalisation of 
relations with foe Arabs 


refuses to accept the return 
of foe displaced people, 
added the writer. 

Al Dustour daily consi- 
dered a statement issued by 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries in 
Bahrain as bearing positive 
signals especially towards 
Iraq. The paper said that 
the GCC’s statement over 
Jerusalem, rejecting any 
change in its status and 
character, was also a good 
step towards enhancing the 
Arab stand. In fact foe 
GCC statement was sup- 
portive of Jordan's de- 
clared position which de- 
manded the return of Arab 
Jerusalem and the estab- 
lishment of a comprehen- 
sive peace. 

Commenting on the re- 
cent demonstrations in 
Bahrain, a writer in Al Ra’i 
said that foe government 
there ought to respect the 
view of the public even 
though they are Shiites. It 
is shameful for foe Arab 
states not to support the 
Arab masses when they are 
demanding democratic 
rule. The writer compared Jp 
the repressive measures ex- *- 
erased by certain Arab 
regimes against their mas- 
ses to foe American hege- 
mony and oppression it is 
exercising on the Arab reg- 
imes in foe Gulf. 


Carter does it again — but what 

By Arthur Spiegehnan 

Renter 


NEW YORK — There he 
goes again, telling some 
world-class pariah what a 
nice guy he is and presto — 
like magic — peace appears 
to move a step or two closer. 

Dressed in a turtleneck, 
smiling broadly and armed 
only with moral force, former 
President Jimmy Carter mar- 
ched into the quagmire of 
former Yugoslavia, the place 
where World War I started, 
and appeared to forge a ceas- 
efire in Bosnia starting on 
Friday,. weather and waxring 
parties permitting. 

He mispronounces the 
names of foe adversaries in 
the dispute, fells to impress 
anyone with his command of 
foe issues and yet winds up 
with a possible diplomatic 
triumph. 

If the ceasefire actually 
takes place with peace talks 


following, it will be foe third 
major foreign policy success 
this year for America's har- 
dest working ex-president, a 
man who specialises in going 
where angels wisely fear to 
tread. 

Since losing the presidency 
to Ronald Reagan in 1980, 
Mr. Carter has boQt op a 
reputation as a lone ranger of 
American foreign policy, a 
fellow willing to deaf with any 
dictator, but especially those 
the rest of the world avoid 
like foe plague, like North 
Korea’s late “great leader” 
Kim fl-Sung and Haiti’s for- 
mer strongman Raoul Ced- 


igazine calls him 


3 resident,” 
year-old Carter's 
s to show up and 


embrace foe enemy, tell him 
how misunderstood he is in 
the wider world, bow you 
know his heart is in the right 
place, how be is not foe 
demon everyone says he is 
and how problems can be 
solved without force, espe- 
cially the use of American 
force. 

The technique works. The 
question is how. fe ft foe 
powers of moral suasion that 
Mr. Carter brings to bear? 
The iron will behind the big 
grin? Or is it that by foe time 
the call goes out for Jimmy 
Carter, the other party is 
willing to play “let’s make a 
deal?” 

In Haiti, Mr. Carter man- 
aged to avert an i mmine nt 
U.S. invasion by convincing 
Mr. Cedras to step down and 
give control back to the 
democratically elected but 


undemocratically ousted 
president, Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. 

To do that, Mr. Carter 
heaped praise on Mr. Cedras, 
a man few had a good word 
for outside of military head- 

r «rs. He offered to have 
Cedras teach a Sunday 
school class at Mr. Carter’s 
Baptist Church, praised Mrs. 
Cedras for her beauty and 
intelligence and admired 
their children. 

He was finishing up the 
deal as Bill Clinton was send- 
ing American warplanes off 
to bomb targets in Haiti. The 
U.S. president called foe 
planes bade and the Carter 
mission succeeded. A Lot of 
Americans and Haitians 
probably owe their lives to 
Mr. Carter- 

North; Korea was a more 

1 < ■. 


is it exactly? 


complicated story. 

Mr. Carter accepted an in- 
vitation to meet Kxm B-Sung 
and discuss North Korea’s 
midear programme as the 
United States was readying 
U.N. sanctions that the com- 
munist country claimed 
would be as act of war. 

Told by the Clinton admi- 
nistration he was not there to 
negotiate, he walked off with 
an agreement under which 
North Korea would freeze its 
nuclear programme if the two 
sides entered good-faith 
negotiations. He also 
announced the deal on CNN 
before informing the White 
House. The result was 
embarrassment for Mr. Gin- 
ton but no new Korean war. 

In foe Serbian stronghold 
of Bosnia fois week, Mr. 

Carter met Serb leader Rado^ 

van Karadzic, told him 


Americans were only bearing 
one ride of foe story and that 
U.N. sanctions on Serbia 
could be lifted if the Bosnian 
Serbs showed good feifo on a 
ceasefire, allowed Sarajevo 
airport to function and U.N. 
convoys to move through foe 
countryside. 

The statements raised the 
usual hackles in government 
circles but Mr. Carter was 
able to fly off to Croatia 
saying that both Bosnians 
Serbs and Muslims accepted 
a ceasefire. 

Robert Pastor, a senior 
aide at Carter’s Centre for 
Conflict Resolution says Mr. 
Carter can move into places*^ 1 
that governments can't 

And he can get things 
done, even while foe world 
doubts or scoffs at his techni- 
que. 
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W orld ends year of chaos 
though with some hope 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

LONDON — From 
Chechenya to Rwanda and 
Bosnia, conflict, misery and 
chaos stalked the world in 
1994, making a mockery of 
hopes that a new order could 
emerge five years after the 
end of the cold war. 

There were also signs of 
hope with progress towards 
reconciliation in some areas 
where it seemed peace would . 
never come — the Middle 
East, Sooth Africa and north- 
ern Ireland. 

But. as the millenium 
approaches, it was a year that 
generally lived up to the 20th 
century's reputation as the 
most destructive and bloody 
in history. 

There was much talk of 
peacekeeping but often little 
peace to keep. The United 
Nations now has more than 
SO, 000 personnel deployed in 
more than a dozen missions 
around the globe. 

The world community re- 
peated its condemnation of 
atrocities and aggression and 
its commitment to interna- 
tional law and human rights 
like a mantra at every di- 
plomatic gathering. 

But behind the words in- 
stitutions like the United Na- 
tions, NATO and the Euro- 
pean Union seemed in- 
creasingly impotent and over- 
stretched by the pace of 
change. Major powers were 
divided, their governments 
weak and tired, lacking in 
political will. 

Russia, still struggling to 
overcome the Soviet legacy 
and build a sound economy, 
took a tougher tine with its 
western partners over Bos- 
nia, Iraq and NATO expan- 
sion. 

The United States floun- 
dered in foreign policy, rais- 
ing troubling questions about 
traditional U.S. leadership of 
the Western world. President 
Bill Clinton was deeply un- 
popular at home and 
threatened by a wave of sup- 
port for the Republicans. 

4 • Both countries worried ab- 
out unrest close to their bor- 
ders. The United States sent 
troops to Haiti in September, 
narrowly averting an open 
conflict with the country’s 
military rulers before they 
stepped down. 

Russia sent troops and 


tanks into the breakaway re- 
gion of Chechenya in Decem- 
ber and tried to keep the lid 
on conflicts in other parts of 
the troubled Caucasus region 
on its southern rim. 

From Japan to Italy other 
governments found them- 
selves in serious trouble as 
they struggled to pull their 
countries out of recession or 
deal with charges of corrup- 
tion. 

New threats and worries 
were added to existing prob- 
lems — the smu gg ling of nuc- 
lear materials, the risk that 
North Korea and others 
might have atomic weapons 
and the continued rise of 
Islamic fundamentalism in 
countries such as Algeria. 

With Islam the fastest 
growing religion in the world 
and Asia establishing itself as 
perhaps the real hub of eco- 
nomic power, the Western 
world became more aware 
that its values and views were 
no longer accepted as domi- 
nant. 

Perhaps more than any- 
thing else. 1994 will be re- . 
membered as the year in 
which the world stood by and 
watched as up to one million 
people were slaughtered in a 
tiny African republic. 

The massacres and re- 
newed war in Rwanda, which 
set minority. Tutsi rebels 
against the Hutu majority, 
was touched off by the assas- 
sination of the country's pres- 
ident in April. 

Three months later the re- - 
bels had won. Refugee camps 
in the region are filled mainly 
with Hutus, fearful of re- 
tribution after the massacres. 
Most of those who died were 
Tutsis. 

Although France sent 
troops to set up “safe areas" 
for refugees and the United 
Nations later sent in some 
peacekeepers, no one inter- 
vened to stop the massacre. 

In Bosnia, too, the killing 
went on as the war entered its 
third winter. 

Europe's worst conflict 
since World War Q defied 
every diplomatic effort to end 
it, despite die emergence of a 
new coalition including the 
United' States' and Russia in 
the five-nation “contact 
group.” 

The United Nations man- 
aged to end the Serb siege 
bombardment of Sarajevo 
with the threat of NATO air 
strikes in February. The 16- 


nation alliance shot down 
■Serb planes and launched air 
strikes, the first military ac- 
tion in its history. 

But what looked like a new 
show of resolve had collapsed 
in humiliation by the end of 
the year, when the United 
Nations decided it was too 
risky for peacekeepers to call 
in more NATO strikes in 
defence of so-called “safe 
areas” like Bihac. 

The Bosnian Serbs refused 
.to accept an international 
peace plan, despite pressure 
from Serbia, and there was 
talk of pulling out U.N. 
forces. 

Peacekeepers also left 
Somalia where a U.S.-led 
mission to stop the fighting 
and rebuild the Horn of Afri- 
ca state had gone disastrously 
wrong. The last U.N. troops 
will be gone from Somalia by 
the end of March 1995. 

South Africa provided one 
of the few bright spots on a 
continent ravaged by pover- 
ty, disease, instability and 
wars that continued in coun- 
tries such as Angola. 

Nelson Mandela, impris- 
oned under the apartheid 
regime, became president af- 
ter the first all-race elections 1 
in April. His victory drew a 
line under the era of white 
domination and ended South 
Africa’s international isola- 
tion. 

There was hope, too, for 
reconciliation in the Middle 
East although the path to a 
lasting peace proved difficult. 

Israel and Jordan signed a 
peace treaty in October, 
complementing the agree- 
ment between the Jewish 
state and the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
on self-rule. PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat returned home in 
triumph to Gaza. 

For their efforts, Mr. Ara* 
fot. Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and his Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
were awarded the 1994 Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

However, talks between 
Israel and Syria remained 
deadlocked and not everyone 
backed the peace process. 

In February £ Jewish set- 
tler killed about 30 Palesti- 
nians praying at a mosque in 
Hebron. A suicide bomber 
from the militant Muslim 
group Hamas blew up a pack- 
ed bus in Tel Aviv in Octo- 
ber, kilting 22 people. 


Russian deputies urge Grozny ceasefire 


(Continued from page 1) 
Moscow to avoid bloodshed 
and negotiate an end to the 
fighting. 

The European Union and 
the United States have pub- 
licly backed President Yelt- 
sin’s argument that 
Chechenya remains a part of 
Russia and the conflict there 
between his troops and the 
region’s separatist militias is 
an internal matter. 

But concern has grown in 
Western capitals over the fu- 
ture of Mr. Yeltsin, still back- 
ed by major powers to lead 
Russia to a stable future. The 


.Chechenya crisis has once 
more raised questions about 
his health, judgement and 
political security. 

"Yeltsin can risk Russian 
soldiers’ lives storming Groz- 
ny or he can besiege it all 
winter. But whichever way 
you look at it, Yeltsin does 
not win any political points.” 
a senior Western diplomat in 
Moscow said. 

"AH he can hope is that he 
can end the crisis as fast as 
possible, with as tittle blood- 
shed as possible, and concen- 
trate on damage control.” 

In Bonn, a foreign ministry 


spokesman said that Ger- 
many was following “with 
anxiety the development of 
the situation” in Chechenya 
and hoped that the Russian 
action could put a question 
mark over joint Russian and 
German military manoeuvres 
planned for next year. 

In Prague, Foreign Minis- 
ter Josef Zieleniec said the 
Russian army offensive “goes 
beyond the limits of what can 
acceptably be called internal 
affairs” and "will certainly 
have international repercus- 
sions.” 
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Superb gourmet dinners have been plaimed byour chefe £sa 
Christmas gift to you. Enjoy your dinner alE ^f haNlgh 
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Throughout the Christmas season, our 
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i akes and chocolates will be for sale until 
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.. And the killing continues (AFP photo) 


Such attacks, including the 
bombing of a Jewish com- 
munity centre in Buenos 
Aires which killed almost 
100, showed that 1970s-style 
political violence had not dis- 
appeared despite the capture 
of guerrilla mastermind 
“Carlos the Jackal” in Au- 
gust. 

Problems also plagued 
other parts of the Middle 
East. 

Iraq, desperate for relief 
from U.N. sanctions that fol- 
lowed the 1991 Gulf war, sent 
to the Kuwait border 
enforcing the Un- 
ilfeUL JStaies.-to -deploy 
thousands .of soldiers to the 
Gulf before' Baghdad backed 
off. Yemen was torn by civil 
war. 

In Europe, NATO and the 
European Union (EU) 
started discussions about tak- 
ing in former communist 
states, who are eager to join 
the rich western dubs and 
find stability. 

But, as Russian and west- 
ern troops left Berlin five 
years after the fall of com- 
munism, it was dear that 


Europe remained a continent 
divided, riven by old suspi- 
rions and jealousies. 

Sweden, Austria and Fin- 
land voted to join the 12- 
nation EU. Norway dedded 
to remain outside the bloc, 
which otherwise made little 
fresh progress towards grea- 
ter European integration fol- 
lowing problems with the 
Maastricht treaty. 

Many governments seemed 
weak and unpopular. Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
saw his majority cut in elec- 
tions and French President 
-Francois. -Mitterrand fell 
- seriously, ill-’ -j - l 

fri Italy, apolitical revolu- 
tion swept the Old order from 
power in March. But Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
then found himself dogged by 
allegations of mismanage- 
ment and corruption. 

The far-right, part of Ita- 
ly’s new coalition, made gains 
in other countries such as 
Austria and Belgium as vo- 
ters showed their discontent 
with the established order. 

There was a real break- 
through in one of the world's 
longest-running conflicts, be- 


tween the British government 
and the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) in northern Ire- 
land.' 

The IRA, fighting to end 
British rule in a conflict that 
has lasted 25 years, 
announced a ceasefire in 
September. Loyalist guerril- 
las followed suit and peace 
talks could finally start. 

For Asia, the year was 
marked by political uncer- 
tainty. 

North Korea, suspected by 
the United States and others 
of developing nuclear 
.weapons, sparked an intpijna- . 

. .tipnal crisis. ;by. refusing: to^ 
allow inspection of i$. nuclear 
• facilities. 

The crisis underlined grow- 
ing fears about a new nuclear 
threat. Police in German and 
elsewhere seized highly 
radioactive materials smug-- 
gled out of the former Soviet 
Union. 

North Korea finally agreed 


to freeze its nuclear program- 
me in a deal with the West 
but fresh questions were 
raised by the death of its 
Stalinist leader, Kim Il-Sung, 
in July. 

His son, Kim Jong-11, pre- 
pared to take up the reins of 
leadership. But there were 
few clues to indicate what this 
would mean for one of the 
world's most isolated and 
secretive states. 

' There were questions, too, 
about China, potentially the 
dominant power in Asia and 
set to take over Hong Kong 
in 1997. . ^ . 

'• ‘ With -Chinese ieader Deng 
Xiaoping looking increasing- 
ly feeble and frail, who will 
take over at a time when the 
country is developing econo- 
mically at breakneck speed? 

Japan, locked in disputes 
with the United States over 
trade, was wracked by unre- 
mitting political upheaval 
that brought in a Socialist 


prime minister for rhe fir. ; 
time in nearly 50 years. 

For those who believe thr.i 
wealth and economic \vd ■ 
being could help eradicui : 
many of the world’s trouble; , 
1994 offered some consola- 
tion. 

More than 100 countries 
signed the world’s bigger; 
free trade pact, the Non ; 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) came fat i 
force and 18 countries fre-r : 
the Asia-Pacific regio 
pledged to work for fr* 
trade in their booming regio. 
within. 25 years. 

: ■ = Bui , ^t'-£lso became clea 
that another, darker kind o 
global economic power wa 
at work. 

Over 130 countries agreei 
at a meeting in Naples ii 
November to fight organise! 
crime, with concern growing 
at the power and influence ? 
those who peddle drugs art 
launder mcnev. 


INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHING 
COMPANY SEEKS 
A REPRESENTATIVE 

To promote its list in schools and universities in 
Jordan. The successful candidate will be a 
university graduate fluent in English, and with a 
genuine interest in Education, English Lan- 
guage, English Language Teaching and 
Books. 

He/she must also ideally have a car and some 
previous experience in sales or teaching. 
Please write with full CV to: 

Publishing Company Job Offer 
C/O. P.O.Box 926318 
Amman, 11110, Jordan 


THE BRITISH BANK OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

The British Bank of the Middle East is seeking to recruit a Jordanian 
Internal Autitor to head their Audit Department. 

Suitable candidates must have the following qualifications/experience/ 
abilities: 

A. Candidates should be proficient in English and possess a good 
university degree (CPA and/or similar). 

B. Experience not less than 5 years in audit. 

C. Relevant banking experience is preferable. 

D. Good interpersonal and negotiating skills. 

If interested, please send CV and recent photos to; 

Audit Post 

The Human Resources Executive 
The British Bank of the Middle East 
P.O.Box 925286 
Amman-Jordan 

Last day to submit applications is on 06 JAN, 95. 



^ (Fhnsfmo inflijvw l,nm!r >!k Q-lur ; 

’ ; 117/// //ft' « W J \ Vi IVY 


li-ilurj Sa\inj 


Fa r inose of you who wish to join 
in the fun here at c J.j» 

■ in chrisfmas + new year 
J Wine rilgth at 24th Dec 7.00 J.D. p.p. 
New year eve champane 1 6 J;b. p.p. 
Season Greeting Couples Only , 


Join lis- in our mouthwatering Christinas Buffet, brimming with 
all Sbrts of delicious Christmas fare, from our traditional stuffed 
turkey foour delightful heavenly desserts. accompanied by 
? enchanting live music. 

This Christmas you busy begin a tradition that will last Jhr generations ! 


J.D. ID Lunch or Dinner Build <mclusi\ci 
Villa D'jnj do. Jatul Aininnn !•»! circle Tel. 63E212 


iaw 

FP 


1 


plight 
s to b 


For reservation call 642251/2 city, hotel 



Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, 




ER 24, 1994 


Pundits see gold ailing before it gets better 


-ONDON (R) — The price 
of gold may drop as low as 
350 an ounce in 1995 or 12.5 
■er cent down on this year's 
■ icklustre best as higher U.S. 
merest rates lead investors 
.o quit billion for better re- 
.ums in equities and bonds. ' 

Reuters this week polled 
.op bullion analysts in Lon- 
don and Zurich for 1995 fore- 
casts for gold prices. Few 
vere buoyant. Some saw a 
etum of jewellery and indus- 
ry demand lifting gold back 
ibove the $400 barrier — but 
lot until late in the year. 

Gold is now trading near 
*380 from almost $40Q in 
September. 

"The temptation now to 
‘)uy near the bottom of 1994’s 
range is great. But this may 
.be the top of next year’s 
range/' said Andrew Smith, 
malyst at Union Bank of 
Switzerland. 

Analysts' forecasts for gold 
range between a low of $350 
from Mr. Smith and a high of 


S430 from Jon Bergtheil at 
James Capel. 

“I am not looking for a bull 
market next year," said Ted 
Arnold of Merrill Lynch Fu- 
tures Research. 

Hanspeter Hausheer at 
Swiss Bank Corporation in 
Zurich saw gold climbing just 
above $400 eventually next 
year. 

“We are forecasting good 
demand for gold. Fun- 
damentals will be increasing- 
ly responsible for dictating 
the price," he said. 

But even gold bulls saw it 
staying below $400 until the 
latter pan of the year, largely 
as a result of the decreased 
involvement of fund inves- 
tors.' 

‘The investment funds that 
had taken the metal on board 
during 1993 have now off- 
loaded it in search for better 
returns elsewhere," said 
Rhona O’Connell at T. 
Hoare and Co. 

"Over 1994 as a whole, the 


supply-demand equation 
looks to have been broadly in 
balance and the price has 
responded accordingly," Mr. 
O’Connell said. 

But she saw physical de- 
mand for the metal support- 
ing the price above the recent 
low of $375 and the dimi- 
nished presence of specula- 
tive players as potentially be- 
neficial for the market. 

In other precious metals, 
forecasts for silver have a 
wide spread through the 
year, from a dip to 430 cents 
from Mr. Smith to a peak at 
575 cents at the end of the 
second quarter by Mr. 
Hausheer. 

Silver is now trading 
around 480 cents an ounce, 
well off the 585 cent peak 
reached in late March. 

Mr. Hausheer said the re- 
cent fall had stimulated good 
physical demand from India 
ana that this boded well for 
next year. But Mr. Smith said 
Indian selling could reemerge 


as moves to rupee converti- 
bility gathered pace and con- 
fidence in Indian paper grew. 

Mr- O'Connell described 
silver as a “speculator’s 
dream" in view of its relative 
cheapness and history of 
price volatility. 

Platinum has a forecast 
range between $380 and $490 


during 1995, with beats be- 
lieving the risk to Russian 
reduction is overplayed and 


ulls pointing to the metal’s 
already tight supply and de- 
mand balance. 

Palladium forecasts are 
generally more tightly 
grouped. Predictions centre 


on $155 an ounce for the end 
of 1994 with firemness con- 
tinuing throughout 1995. 

Most analysts said con- 
tinued strong demand from 
the electrical sector and in- 
creased loadings in catalytic 
converters would underpin 
values throughout the year. 


Sutherland agrees to stay at WTO 
helm until mid-March 


GENEVA (R) — Peter 
Sutherland, head of the 
GATT trade body, has 
agreed to serve until March 15 
as the first chief of the new 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO), an official statement 
said. 

The Irishman is staying on 
as a caretaker until major 
trading powers break a dead- 
locked race between three 
official candidates seeking to 


head the body: 

Andras Szepesi, Hungary’s' 
trade ambassador who is con- 
ducting the behind-the- 
scenes consultations on the 
post, announced in an official 
GATT statement that Mr. 
Sutherland bad accepted to 
statin office until March 15, 

“We are pleased that Mr. 
Sutherland gave a favourable 


reply to this request," Mr. 

si was quoted as saying, 
decision will facilitate 
the members of the WTO by 
giving adequate time to com- 
plete consultations in the new 
year on the choice of his 

successor and thereby contri- 
bute to a smooth transition at 
die level of senior manage- 
ment” 


©liar rally depends on interest rates in U.S. 


The following report covering the week from Thursday , 
Dec. 15 until Wednesday , Dec. 21, 1994 , is provided by 
Maser Nabulsi, private client group at Merrill Lynch- 
Dubai 

Currency outlook 

Overview 

Fundamental View: After finning steadily since the Nov. 8 
Republican victory in mid-term U.S. elections, the dollar has 
paused at the DM/USD 1.57 and JPY/USD 100 levels as' 
foreign exchange markets look for new themes. With the Fed 
having declined to raise rates again at its Dec. 20 FOMC 
meeting, the next move is likely to be a 50 basis point hike in 
the Fed funds rate ate their Jan. 31-Feb. 1 meeting. A similar 
rates hike is expected at the March 31 meeting. 

If that turns out to be the peaking of U.S. rates as our 
December forecast assumes, the dollar rally may not have 
-nuch further to go. If U.S. growth remains strong enough to 
encourage the FEd to raise the funds rate to 7 per cent or 
"igher. a stronger dollar may result. 

For now. we maintain our 12-month forecasts of DM/USD 
.55 arid JPY/USD 92, which assumes that Germany and 
. apan will hike official interest rates in the second half of 
'995. 

'technical View: The U.S. dollar was flat last week, gaining 
iround against three of the six major currencies we regularly 
Jis.uss and losing ground against three. As a result, the U.S. 
■oilar index fell .01 of a point and, in the process, broke a 
tring of seven consecutive weekly advances. The index has 
\ot put together a rally string of that length since the fast 
■y.arter of 1991. 

‘ Although the index challenged important resistance af 
9.00-91.00, it was not penetrated. While medium term 
'.omentum is still constructive and indicates still higher rally 
:ghs in coming weeks, short term oscillators have peaked. 
Iierefore, further weakness, in the context of the still 
eveloping uptrend, appear indicated. 

A recently deteriorating sentiment background also contri- 
ves to the need for a correction. A break below 89.00 
vould be a good sign that a correction is under way; although 
benchmark support remains at 84.91, most of the nearby 
uppori exists in the 86.80-87.95 range. 

Japanese yen 

7 undamentai View: The dollar has firmed to the JPY/USD 
U0 level in recent weeks in response to a number of positive 
actors. These include (1) a move towards restrictive 
monetary policy in the U.S., (2) the sweeping Republican 
ictory in U.S. -mid term elections, (3) evidence that Japan’s 
iirrent account surplus is declining rapidly, and (4) the 
.ppointment of a new central bank governor in Japan who 
nay not be as hawkish as his predecessor. 

That said, the net demand for foreign assets by Japanese 
.ivestors is expected to remain weak over the next year 
Native to a current account surplus which should still exceed 


$100 billion. Although* the dollar could strengthen further in 
tire coming weeks for the reasons listed above, the surprise 
to investors is likely to be how it goes over the next 12 
months due to weak Japanese demand for foreign assets. We 
continue to expect the dollar to trade as low as JPY/USD 92 
over the next twelve months. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen fell 0.1 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Dec. 16. Momentum 
is still weak, and appears to have the potential to have a 
downward bias into February. If so, this would allow for an 
upcoming penetration of 100.80- .101.80 Y/U.S.S support; 
such a move would set the stage for further weakness to 
105-107. With the above in mind, resistance at 96-97 takes on 
added significance. 

Deutsche mark 

Fundamental View: The Deutschemark has been range 
bound since late-November, trading between DM/USD 1.56 
and 1.57. There was little reaction in the currency markets to 
news that the Fed chose not to raise rates following its 
FOMC meeting on Dec. 20 as it was not widely expected that 
they would raise rates. Most market participants are looking 
for the next rate increase in lates January or early February. 
Until then, economic data should confirm that the U.S. 
economy is quite strong which is likely to reinforce the need 
for another rate increase and thus be supportive of the 
dollar. 

By the second quarter of 1995, we expect to see official 
rates 100 basis points higher, with the Fed fends at 6.S per 
cent and the discount rate at 5.5 per cent. Rate increases 
beyond this will depend on the vitality of the U.S. economy. 
If it allows, as we expect, then 100 basis points is probably 
enough If the* economy doesi^t ’slow, we couhi-ieli moi'e - 
increascs. • -w • 

We do not think that the Bundesbank will lift their key 
discount and Lombard rates before the second half of 1995, 
though it is likely that the repo rate will edge higher starting 
sometime in the first quarter. We maintain our forecast that 
the doilar-mark exchange rate will trade in a range of 
DM/USD 1.55-1.60 during 1995. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark gained 0.3 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar last week and has begun to move 
below the post-February uptrend channel. Sentiment con- 
tinues to improve, and is now challenging oversold para- 
meters. Momentum still seems to have the potential to 
remain under pressure until late January or early February. 
These points suggest that a potentially important medium 
term top is in place. 

Although the 1.58 DM/U.S.S level still has to be moni- 
tored as important support, further weakness through 1.595 
would lay the groundwork for a move toward 1.64-1.68. 
Benchmark resistance remains at 1.486, but there is now 
intervening resistance at 1.544-1.547. 

Against the yen, the D-mark gained 0.4 per cent last week. 
However, medium term oscillators remain under pressure, 
and still suggest the potential test of the lows of the long term 


trading range. That range generates support at 59-60, with 
resistance above 66.50. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: It has been a rather quiet period for the 
pound which traded at USD/GBP 1.56 and DM/GBP 2.56 
for most of the last week. Currency markets showed little 
reaction to news that the Federal Reserve chose not to raise 
rates following its open market committee meeting on Dec. 
20. Most market observers view monetary poliocy in the 
U.K. , Germany and the U.S. as being on hold for now, so a 
move was not widely expected. Indeed, the spread between 
the U.K. and German yield curves has been fairly steady in 
recent weeks. 

Next year, we expect the Bank of England to raise rates by 
another 100 basis points, pushing the base lending rate up to 
7.25 per cent. German official rates — the Lombard and 
discount rates — are expected to remain unchanged during 
the first half of 1995 before possibly edging higher in the 
second half. 

As we expect the short-terni interest rate differential 
between Germany and the U.K. to widen, we look for the 
pound to appreciate against the mark to DM/GBP 2.50 in 
12-month’s time and we expect the pound to follow flie 
mark higher against the dollar to our 12-month forecak of 
USD/GBP 1.61. 

Technical View: The British pound lost less than 0.1 per cent 
versus the U.S. dollar during the week ended Dec. 16. 
Sentiment continues to improve and is near oversold levels. 
Momentum is weak and has the potential to remain so untii 
February. Important support exists at 1361-1.526 U.S.S/L, 
and a break below that range would allow for a test of the 
January low at $M65. Resist ance exists near $1.58, then 
$1,643. 

Against the DM, sterling fell 0.3 pier cent last week. 
Momentum is ne ar o v e rbought and beginning to deteriorate : ** 
The inability to rally through 2.48 in coming weeks could 
suggest an imminent medium term peak. Nearby support 
exists at 2.435. ^ 


ZERO DAY LEFT 

for Christmas 

The most sentimental present 

^ DAJANl’S 

Gold-Gems - House Presents etc. 

from JD 20, — (36% sale) 
Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman. 




I FAILED A E3I6 TE5T 
TODAY.. ALL THE TRUES 
WERE FALSE AND ALL 
THE FALSES WERE TRUE. 


THAT'S LIFE.. ALL THE 
TRUES ARE FALSE AND 
ALL THE FAL5E5 ARE TRUE 




A 


Capp 




I AIR POLLUTION DOESN'T 
! REALLY BOTHBZ HIM, 90 
FAR IT HASN'T AFFECTED, 
TV RECEPTION 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



‘They raised my car insurance rates. 
They say if you weigh more than 1 50 
pounds, you t ave a heavy foot.” 


laitt'n’Jeff 


doesn't rr 

BOTHERVbU 
TO BE 
wrrvvoLfT 
A JOB’ 



WHEN I GOT THERE T AFRAID 

I startedtotrembleO oF 

IT MUST BE A GOOD 
J0B-&00 A WEEK? 

I WAS AFRAID 
. SOI 



| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Heart Arm*! and Nte ArgMon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one toner to each square, to form 
four ortinaiy words. 


SCEHS 




m 




SULEO 


7 1 > 



ECPPIT 

' y N I 



LYiTAGEJ 

L 


mm 


• • CHJRCHTVflEF 
N THS. 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the sutplfc* ^ 85 sufl- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


'—'•axxxxnmm 


-Yesterday's 


f tomorrow) 

Jumbles OZONE LOONY CT TOWARD 

Answer What the boss said when P 4 ***"** 08 — 
“WELL DONF 



OECD sees Italian 
growth but missed 
budget targets 


MILAN (R) — The Italian 
economy should continue to 
grow strongly over the next 
two years, increasingly aided 
by internal demand, the 
OECD said. 

A heavy budget deficit, 
however, would hang over 
the economy, with the Paris- 
based think tank predicting 
the government will miss 
targets set in its 1995 financial 
package. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) forecast 


duct (GDP) growth for Italy 
at 22. per cent in 1994, rising 
to 2.7 per cent next year and 
2.9 per cent in 1996. 

Despite the improving eco- 
nomy, die jobless rate was 
likely to hover around the 11 
per cent mark, helping con- 
tain inflation. 

“Unemployment, though 

easing from record highs, 
could remain high, with wage 
gro w th subdued and further 
disinflation gains/* the 
OECD wrote id its year-end 
report. 

The 1995 budget, which is 
currently passing . throu ' 
parliament, aims to cut 
trillion lire ($29-39 billion) 
from the deficit through 
m ending cuts and revenue 
increases. 

“A deficit overshoot of 13 
trillion lire ($7.96 Inffion) is 
projected for 1995, reflecting 
higher interest rates, possible 
delays in implemen tin g plan- 
ned spending cuts and a cau- 
tious assessment of the 
amount of receipts likely to 
accrue from one-off mea^ 
sores,” file OECD said. 

The report made no men- 


tion of die recent setback to 
the government’s plans for 
cuts in pension spending. 
Some reverme-cutting mea- 
sures were stripped out of the 
budget-cutting package at the 
end of November at the in- 
sistence of unions. 

Stephen Potter, the 
OECD’s head of country stu- 
dies, told reporters in Paris 
that this setback — along 
with expenditure for recent 
floods in northern Italy — 
would mean a worsening of 
the government's fiscal situa- 
tion. 

“Altogether the deficit 
overshoot we already men- 
tioned in the economic out- 
look for next year wiQ tend to 
be rather larger in the abs-’ 
ence of further action,” he 
said. 

However, he said the 
OECD was confident that 
new measures due to be 
drawn up by the mid of next 
June, would be taken. 

The OECD said Italy’s 
budget overshoot would still 
represent a narrowing of the 
derfitit-to-GDP ratio to 9.1 
per cent in 1995, from a 
projected 9.7 per cent this 
year, with the ratio forecast - 
to fell further in 1996 to 7.8 
per cent. 

“But the underlying prog- 
ress toward budget consolida- 
tion may be insufficient to 
allow any substantial con- 
vergence of Italian interest 
rates with German rates,” 
die OECD said. 

Italy's benchmark 10-year 
bond presently stands at a 
near five per cent premium to 
its German counterpart — 
reflecting how investors saw 
Italian securities as higher 
risk investments. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Arrive oo time for any appointment 
today and expect to enjoy yourself to a greater extent than you were 
Others that you meet will be under the luflncaior. of die 
triple positive aspects. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Do whatover wiD please those who 
■ over your affairs t' ‘ 
who can help you. 


have power over your affairs this Saturday. Talk plans over with 
individuals * 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Contact those who can assist you in 
getting your ideas down to a workable level. Make time to travel to 
location with your mate. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Find out which persons in business 
can assist you the most with finer methods for handling your 
practical outlets towards your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Be just as practical with 
partners as they are and forget emotjouahsm. Take time for 
entertainment in the evening. 

1RO: (July 22 to August 21) Be very practical with your partners and 
don’t go intellectual on them or they will resent it. Be more 
concerned with km in the eve ning . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Make those special talents 
you have work like a charm and you may even become famous as a 
result- Handle some chores for your mate. 

I JURA: (September 23 to October 22) Get coucGtioos improved at 
borne so that time and energy are lopped off Keep an eye on the 
costs of any entert ain ing you are involved in. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem be r 21) This is a fine day far 
getting at all that shopping and errands ahead of you and competing 
them. Handle long awaited correspondence. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Study your 
apertv well and know if it needs repair. Know what your fatalities 
are and how to remain wit hin your everyday budget. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Make repairs which are 
needed to your p roperty to retain it value. Don't neglect Saturday 
marketing and shopping which has been delayed. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Private study can bring 
about some new and wo r thwh ile course of action. Plan how to 
reconcile with a good friend over some tfisagreemenL 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Greater effort on your part can 
help to gain your personal aims. Repay any social debts you may 
have incurred with dose friends. 

Biitbstone of December. Turquoise - Zircon 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Heivy Sahfancfler 


ACROSS 

1 Fnsfctioek 
B Crazes 

10 Edge 

MDumgmn 
spot , 

15 ■— a song go.-* 

16 NauScat car 

17 Composer* 
toe? 

19 Penny 

20 Tatoto scrap 

21 Lioness at note 

22 Cover old 
material again 

24 W smith 

25 Precious stones 

26 Torrid 

29 Advanced in 


m 



f 

r~ 

u 





17 


, 



10 



1 

h 


33 

34 Out of work 

36 Razing 

37 LSw Sis Mohtive 

38 ABgnsd 

40 BanOi, for one 

41 Hoisting device 

43 Bsmarck 

44 Rainbow 
goddess 

45 Marsupial 
47 Cryptic 
49 Race track 

90 '—"a M0i Rose* 
51 8egtoning 

54 Chasm 

55 Misfortune 
SB Motonctoiy 
59 Fragments of 

composers 

mik? 

62 Concerning • 

83 Setring cssa 
64 Santa's helpers 
AS Annofed vehiote 
OSTafcaftva 
67 Fashion 


DOWN 

1 Alone 

2 Trasses 

3 Aktaabbr. 

4 MsTayfor.to 
Mends 

5 

6 

7 Inter— 



8 Winter mo. 

0 Sound system 

10 Composers 
workplace? 

11 Potman of 

■Chews" 

12 Charged 
partfeies 

13 Fable 

18 — again. Sam- 

23 Thompson or 
Seram 

24 Compos* in a 
«*M*9ame? 

25 Welcome 
2E Far from taut 
27 — cotta 

25 French spa 
29 nans) 

50 Jeweled 

headdress 


42 Rod Overhang 

SUSS" 0 -’ 

.**««*. “ST"'’ 

38T h,flHy mSSsl- 

. . 62 Foraaitn hone 

betegechteuad S3 Revohw 


54 WMeteeste 

55 Undulating 
58 Pitcher 


57 Being: Lat, 

60 Had drew 
6} Deft sandwich, 
briefly 
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A review 
of economic news 
bom the Arabic press 
" J r 

Department 
of Customs 
works out 
estimates 
for prices 
yf cars 

rtr According to a formula 
worked out by the Depart- 
ment of Customs to facilitate 
he calucations for prices of 
icw and used cars, the rcduc- 
jon ranges between 22.5 per 
tent and 27 per cnet for new 
;ars and between 23.4 per 

g t and 45.6 per cent for 
d cars. The calculations 
e into consideration the 

E of manufacture of the 
nd the size of the engine, 
example the price of a 
new car with an engine size of 
1 1,500 cc has gone down by 
22.5 per cent, from 1,500 cc 
to 2,000 cc (15.5 per cent); 
,2,001 cc to 2,500 (19 per 
cent); 2300 cc to 3,000 (17.6 


, per cent) and over 3,000 cc 
i (27 per cent). The price of a 
I five-year old car with an en- 


- gine size of 1,500 went down 
by 35 per cent; 1,500 cc to 

2.000 cc (30 per cent); 2,001 
cc to 2,500 cc (36 per cent); 
2,501 cc to 3,000 cc (36 per 

j cent) and over 3,000 cc (45.6 

- per cent). A two-year old car 
| with an engine size of 1,500 
i cc. should cost 27 per cent 
J less; 1,501 cc to 2,000 cc (21 
| per cent); 2001 cc to 2,500 cc 

(27 per cent); 2,501 cc to 

3.000 oc (26 per cent) and 
over 3,000 cc (36.5 per cent) 
(A1 Dust out). 

AtS-Ah industrial and com- 
mercial delegation represent- 
ing the weaving and clothing 
industry is currently visiting 
Israel.^The delegation is par- 
ticipating in a conference on*< 
: manufacturing clothes being " 
‘ held in Jerusalem under the 
! name ‘Textiles of Peace." 
i Participating in the confer- 
\ ence are 250 businessmen 
j from- Jordan, Egypt, Pales- 
i tine and Israel. The Jorda- 
{ nian delegation has visited 
'.many Israeli factories and 
^discussed possible joint coop- 
I eration with their Israeli 
( counterparts as well as the 
j possibility of benefitting from 
; Israeli expertise in the textile 
j field. (A) Aswaq). 

{ frfrThe latest Audit Bureau 
; report for 1993 has revealed 
I 54 cases of embezzlement, 
j forgery and fraud which are 
: : all still being seen by courts, 
j The total amount embezzled 
! was given as JD 955,146, | 
j 146,753 French francs; 71.853 
Saudi riyals and $8,675. 

[ According to the report, 

1 JD 42.648 and all the Saudi 
1 riyals are still missing. AU the 
French francs and the U.S. 
dollars were recovered. The 
ministry where most of the 
embezzlement and forgeries 
occurred was the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment and the 
municipal and rural councils 
in addition to the Amman 
municipality where there 
were 11 cases involving JD 
86,138 of which only, 
JD 14,780 were recovered. 
The Ministry of Health came 
* icond with six cases involv- 
ing JD 1,782; most of it was 
recovered. The Ministry of 
Supply had also six cases of 
embezzlement involving 
JD 511,661 (A1 Aswaq). 

frfr Jordan Cement Factories 
Co. Ltd started exporting 

100.000 tonnes of cement to 
Syria. The shipments began 
last month at a rate of 2,500 
tonnes a day after a previous 
agreement expired at the end 
of October under that agree- 
ment Syria imported a total 
of 250,000 tonnes. The com- 
pany produces 3.5 million 
tonnes a year and supplies 
the local market with 2.7 
million with the rest going for 
export (A1 Ra’i). 

frfr Aqaba's agricultural 
directorate earned JD 

100.000 last month. The 
veterinary quarantine 
accounted for JD 93,000 of 
foe total having examined 

30.000 of heads of sheep of 
which 6,000 heads were 
admitted to foe local market 
• and foe rest were reexported 
(A1 Dustour). 

•frit The first shipment of 
Jordanian-made gas cookers 
worth about $30,000 has ar- 
r’/ed in Oman. The Jorda- 
nian company is looking for 
an agent to market its pro- 
duct in Oman (A1 Dustour). 
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21,22 7 4.240 4.210 4.20 

44.220 2.400 2.470 2.72 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RA TES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the. 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


Onft sterling 


1.3994/04 
1.5736/46 
1.7612/22 
1.3286196 
32.33/37 
5.4415/65 
1638.2/9.2 
100 . 10/20 
7.4750/50 
6.8640/90 
6.1700/50 
S 1.5474/84 


One ounce of gold $381.25/381.75 


Canadian dollar . 
Deutschemarks ■>: 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs ±- 
Belgian francs :;.± 
French francs -.i. 
Italian lire . 
Japanese yen \ 
Swedish crown^V ; 
Norwegian ctowb§F 
Danish crowns 4%--, 
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T rading , prices remain low at stock market 


By a Jordan Tillies staff 
reporter 

AMMAN — Trading and 
prices at the Amman finan- 
cial Market (AFM) remained 
low last week as the year 
drew to a dose and investors 
awaited per form ance figures 
of companies expected to be 
announced in January. 

JJ® weekly report of the 
AFM said turnover last week 
was JD 73 million, down 
223 per cent from the pre- 


vious week’s JD 9.4 million. 

The general share price in- 
dex based on 60 major com- 
panies closed at 144.41 
points, down 0.75 points or 
0.53 per cent from foe week's 
opening of 145.16 points, the 
report said. 

The industrial sector index 
dosed at 128.61 points, down 
0.2 per cent, the service sec- 
tor at 130.41, down 13 per 
cent, and foe banks and 
financial institutions sector at 
15939 points, down 03 per 


cent. 

The insurance sector index 
dosed 1.7 point, or 13 per 
cent higher at 137.08 points. 

Hie AFM report said 2.5 
miJHon shares changed hands 
under 2,595 contracts con- 
cluded during the week. 
Shares of 80 companies were 
traded, with 18 of them dos- 
ing with gains, 46 showing 
declines and 16 main t ain ing 
their prices. 

Commercial banks and 
financial insltutions 


accounted for JD 3.89 mil- 
lion, or 53.4 per cent of the 
turnover, followed by indust- 
rial stock with JD 233 mil- 
lion, or 34.7 per cent, the 
services sector with- JD 

850.000, or 11.7 per cent, and 
the insurance sector with JD 

18.000, or 03 per cent. 

Brokers attributed the de- 
cline in foe market to a wait- 
ing mode adopted by inves- 
tors ahead of year-end fi- 
gures. "Most of them appear 
to know how the respect i ve 


and ure awaiting foe formal 
figures td be released,” said a 
broker. 

"Only those who wanted 
quick liqukfity axe seffiug and 
obviously this explains foe 
decline m prices m Decem- 
ber,” said the broker, who 
cannot be identified under 
standing market regulations. 

“As figures skwrty start 
filtering out in January, 
prices and trading would im- 
prove,” added the broker. 


Diamond sales fall but De Beers sees some sparkle 


LONDON (R) — South 
African diamond giant De 
Beers has reported a fell in 
sales of rough diamonds 
through its Central Organisa- 
tion (CSO) hurt by sales of 
Russian gems outside foe 
CSO network. 

The group said demand in 
the first half of 1994 was 
buoyant but that the out- 
break of plague in India and 
further sales of Russian gems 
outside, foe CSO, through 
which De Beers dominates 
foe world diamond market, 
had hit sales in foe second 
half. 

But the market for jewel- 
lery had stayed resilient amid 
tough trading conditions, said 
the company. 


Sales of rough diamonds 
fell by 2.7 per cent in 1994 to 
$4.25 billion, De Beers said 
in a statement. 

De Beers has been fighting 
a running battle against foe 
leakage of Russian di- 
amonds, which the industry 
estimated amounted to some 
$500 million in the first half 
of the year. 

It has held irksome talks 
with officials in Moscow over 
the persistent leaks and foe 
renewal of a five-year agree- 
ment which expires next 
year. The current deal com- 
mits Russia to sell 95 per cent 
of all its rough diamonds 
through the CSO. 

Russia is the world's 
second largest producer of 


diamonds after De Beers 
with a stockpile estimated at 
around S5 billion. 

After good demand in the 
first six months, foe CSO cut 
supplies in foe second half 
due to a build up in stocks at 
diamond cutting centres and 
concern on the profitability 
of cutting bouses, said De 
Beers. 

“Other factors which 
served to affect trade were 
the outbreak of pneumonic 
plague in India and con- 
tinuing evidence of Russian 
rough diamonds being sold 
direct to foe outside market,*' 
foe company said in a state- 
ment. 

The Snrat area in western 
India, where foe plague out- 


break was centred, has foe 
world’s hugest concentration 
of diamond processors, and 
the disruption there meant 
stocks had piled up. 

De Beers said any signifi- 
cant pickup in overall di- 
amond sales depended on the 
European and Japanese con- 
sumer markets. 

But it said retail demand in 
these areas had stayed weak 
in local currency terms, 
although there were signs of 
recovery. 

The full year fall came af- 
ter foe CSO sold a record 
$2.6 billion of diamonds in 
the first half of the year. 

De Beers said foe perform- 
ance of jewellery held up well 


amid the overall market fall, 
with retail demand in East 
Asia staying high and the 
U.S. showing some improve- 
ment. 

“Overall world consump- 
tion of diamond jewellery has 
remained resilent throughout 
the recent difficult world 
trading conditions and world 
retail jewellery sales are ex- 
pected to at least match last 
year's record level,” it said. 

The group says roughly 
half of CSO diamonds go for 
industrial uses and 12 to 24 
per cent end up as jewellery. 
However, in terms of values 
the jewellery market 
accounts for some 80 to 90 
per cent of the worth of sales. 


UAE banks urged to merge to boost earnings 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
banks should start merging to 
boost earnings which are 
being eroded by growing 
competition and higher costs, 
a senior UAE banker said in 
an interview. 

Although the combined 
profits of UAE banks bit a 
record level in 1993. some 
recorded lower earnings and 
others suffered from a de- 
cline in net income relating to 
their capital, said Abdullah 
Mohammad Saleh, chief ex- 
ecutive of the state-control- 
led National Bank of Dubai 
(NBD), the biggest UAE 
bank. 


He said the increase in the 
costs of banking operations 
were due to introduction of 
new services like computers, 
teller ma chine s and the adv- 
anced SWIFT financial trans- 
fer system. 

“I am not saying I only 
would like to see banks 
merge but I believe mergers 
have become a pressing need 
if we want to meet foe chal- 
lenges of the 22st century,” 
he told A1 Ittihad daily. 
“There are some banks which 
still do not meet capital ade- 
quacy standards and others 
are unable to cover their los- 
ses in previous years. This 
has made these banks incap- 


able of engaging in new op- 
erations or boosting earn- 
ings.” 

Mr. Saleh’s proposal is the 
latest in a series of calls by 
the centra] bank and national 
banks for mergers to cut foe 
number of banks in foe oil- 
rich Gulf country and to cre- 
■ ate large units capable of 
facing competition from 
world banks. 

The UAE is classified as an 
over-banked country, with 19 
national banks and 28 foreign 
units for a population of only 
two million. This is in con- 
trast .with Saudi Arabia, 
which has 12 banks for a 
population of around 16 mil- 


lion. • 

The central bank has said it 
would support any merging 
banks as part of reforms 
aimed at boosting their capit- 
al to avoid fresh bank crises 
and meet adequacy require- 
ments set by the Bank for 
International Settlement 
(BIS). 

Apart from incentives, the 
reforms included instructions 
for banks to have a capital of 
at least 40 million dirhams 
($10.89 million) and a mini- 
mum 10 per cent in adequa- 
cy, the ratio between share- 
holders' equity and assets. 
The level is two points higher 
■than the BIS's eight per cent 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vfflas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and bidding lots 


J A SECURE! 

FLA.T.OTEL 




Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

AMoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810000 
818520 
Fax: 810520 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gefc- 

• JUMBO photo 
sbe 30% luyer 


jT^rtatOTEL 

78EcuRnnr 

^Hoapmurr 

^CATHOWOMY 
.m Tt *- 

863944-816691 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogollan Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel.: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daSj 12.-09 - *38 fun. 

&30-AtibngU 
Air Conditioned Hall 


.. Caf ®' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Swelfiy«h 
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|.vr Avail-ibi,* ,<■ 

Milano ^ ^ 

Sportswwir Stores , 

Pol. liafisl Ai Huison' 

Af.ko S: AiT'.rr.niu 
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The first & best 
Chinese. Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyah .Girls Schools 

Takeaway is avaflabhi 

Open daily 12.-00-330 pan. 
7:00 — midnight 
Tel.: 638968 


SZEEHWftN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Typical CUawa Feeds 


mmnVoM JO ca 


Shmchuii - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa td: 823891 j 


863944 


r SELECT HOTEL 


• Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

. • Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
®Open Noons 
& Evenings 


J#;il \; \\ vMch: I 1 . f i ' 


For Your Stay in Amman 





Tmkm mnqr ft avafiaU* 

SM AMnbjSm* . 

Un UMwA Comms U Centre 

TeL: 881174 

.Cmc Tasted SiMpUMdj 
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■ 1 i / p 1 ’ i 1 1 IK \t.) I Ml*, \s\y 
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•G« PARTIES » 

SPOULFUNCTKIM 
OPM Dally 
Disoo Thursdays 
Burgra + Ptzzmm Dmffr 



On* and Two Bedroom* 
ReMOnable Rates For 
Short or Long Shy 


Deluxe Villas 
fit Apartments 
— faAmman 

SANABEL 
real estate 
TbL 864230 
Fb*. 864231 


Id .^62505 . 691146 / Ext 116 

Fk.MO H , WMM-TdSl 


Second floor 


floor. 

Snch instructions have 
pushed up the banks’ share- 
holders’ equity, which in- 
clude capital and provisions, 
to 20.3 billion dirhams 
($5.53 billion) at the end of 
September from 18.6 billion 
diriiams ($5.06 billion) a year 
ago. 

Assets rose to 162 billion 
dirhams (44.14 billion) from 
around 150 billion dirhams 
($40.87 billion). 

“Merger is the best way to 
create strong banking units as 
many banks do not have 
enough resources to streng- 
then their own capital,” a 
bank manager said. 


^ /Restaurant 
, FRENCH QUIMNEjr 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Bes [ Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Sir. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 1130 p.m. 
ToLs 801838 


The Cfossiest Of 
The Classiest ! 



Restaurant 
Italian - Med Cuisine 



KubdiStores I 

^StiwajfihhTet. 827I0SP 
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Cleveland, Indiana lead Central Division 


OAKLAND (R) — The Gol- 
den State Warriors defeated 
the Washington Ballets 107- 
S7 adding insult to the injury 
suffered by star forward 
Chris Webber in his first 
game against bis former 
team. 

Webber, traded by the 
Warriors to the Ballets last 
month after a long holdout, 
dislocated his left shoulder in 
the third quarter. He re- 
turned to the bench in street 
clothes and will have X-rays. 

Tom Gugliotta. whom the 
Warriors acquired for Web- 
ber, scored IS points and 
grabbed 13 rebounds to help 
Golden State snap a 10-game 
losing streak. 

Latrell S prewell, who was 
fined for missing practice 
Wednesday, scored 26 
points. 

“It was exciting,” said 
Gugliotta, whose new team is 
just 2-14 since the deal. “I 
think an player who gets 
traded away wants to play 
well against the team they get 
traded from and I bad that 
same incentive.” 

“He was definitely super- 
charged and with the right 
reasons,” Warriors centra 
Rony Seikaly said. “He 
wanted to show his old team 
he was die man and they 
made a mistake.” 

The Bullets have lost eight 
straight games and are 2-13 
since acquiring Webber, last 
year’s rookie of the year. 
Webber scored 24 points and 


grabbed six rebounds before 
gening hurt. 

In New York, John Wil- 
liams flipped in a driving 
bank shot with 20 second left 
then added a pair of ftee 
throws with 3.7 seconds to go 
to give the Cleveland Cava- 
Ke is a 93-90 comeback win 
ever the crumbling Knicks. 

Bobby Phills scored a 
season-high 24 points for the 
Cavs and Mark Price poured 
in four three-pointers in the 
fourth quarter as Cleveland 
overcame the Knicks. who 
led by as many as 16 points in 
the second quarter. 

The Knicks, last season's 
NBA runner-up, lost thier 
third straight at home, while 
Cleveland, winners of seven 
in a row, moved into a tie 
with Indiana atop the Central 
Division. 

Cleveland trailed 67-62 en- 
tering the fourth quarter but 
rallied behind Price, who 
scored 14 of his 19 points in 
the period. He missed Mon- 
days win at Chicago with 
bruised ribs. 

“In the second half, I tried 
to get into the flow of 
things,” said Price. “I have 
been a little rusty lately. Af- 
ter I had a shot or two I got 
into it.” 

Charles Oakley scored 19 
points and grabbed 13 re- 
bounds for die Knicks, los- 
sers of four in a row and six of 
eight. 

“Things are going bad right 
now,” said Knicks guard 
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Western Conference 

Midwest Division 
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Results of NBA 



Utah 

103 

Atlanta 


94 

Charlotte 

103 

Philadelphia 

91 

Cleveland 

93 

New York 

90 

Houston 

114 

Phoenix 


106 

Seattle 

103 

Dallas 


101 

Golden State 

107 

- Washington 

87 

Sacramento 

109 

Minnesota 

89 


Family of 6, looking for apartment or villa to rent 
with phone + central heating. 

For JD 350. 

Call 642251-2, Rm. 208 





John Starks, battling a long 
shooting slump. “When it 
rains, it pours.” 

In Seattle, Gary Payton's 
driving layup with 7.7 
seconds to play lifted the 
Supersonics to their 11th 
straight home victory 103-101 
over the Dallas Mavericks. 

Payton, who led Seattle 
with 28 points, scored six in a 
13-2 run to end the came. He 
also hit a layup with 30 
seconds remaining to tie the 
game ax 101-101. 

At 101-101, Dallas' Jamal 
Mashbum drove the lane but 
had his pass intercepted by 
Kendall Gill, who whirled 
and threw a full court pass to. 
a streaking Payton. 

“Gary and Kendall ran the 
court with such great speed, 
with such great finishes and 


gTea: run*." gushed Srcttie 
coach George Karl. 

Mashbum led Dallas »::h 
24 points. 

In Houston. Kenny Smith 
had 25 points, including a key 
three- pointer in the fourth 
quarter, as the NBA cham- 
pion Rockets look a 114-:'* 
victory o\er the Phoenix Suns 
to snap the visitors* sever.- 
eame winning streak. 

Houston won for only the 
fifth rime in 13 games. 

“I’ve always felt we're a 
better team when we’re back- 
ed into a comer and a great 
team is coming into town." 
said Rockets coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich. 

Hakeem Olajuwon had 24 
points and 15 rebounds for 
Houston. Danny Manning 
had 23 points for the Suns. 


who were connected only 39 
per ern: of their shoes. 

In Sacramento^ Olden 
Polynire and Waft Wil- urns 
each scored I? points as the 
Kings gradually pu&cd away 
from the Minnesota Timbcr- 
wetfves on the way to a 109-.H9 
victory • 

Lionel Simmons added 16 
points for the Kings, who 
have wen rise of their last six 
home games. 

The woeful T- Wolves, who 
committed 25 turnovers, 
were ted by Isaiah Rider with 
27 poms. 

In Charlotte, defence 
proved the best offence for 
the Horsec who swarmed 
their way to a 1G3-9I win over 
the slumping Philadelphia 
76ers. 






Indiana Pacers’ Dale Davis shoots over Chicago Bulls' Dickey Simpkins daring the game 
won by the Pacers 107-99 (AFP photo) 


Memorable Sports Quotes 

from 1994 


By The Associated Press 

* “He was the only person in this country 
who made as feel proud to be Brazilians. He 
gave us dignity, and to see him race was a 
ruled from all the corruption, misery and 
poverty that surrounds us.” 23-ycar-oW law 
student Fernando Machadu Learns as he 
waited to see Ayrton Senna's coffin. 

* “Formula One cars arc too light for the 
speed they run at. But this tragedy woke up 
many people who were sleeping. It's neces- 
sary to review all the rules.” Emerson Fittipal- 
di on the death of Ayrton Senna. 

•it “I was proud to compete against him. 
professionally. Senna was the only driver 1 
respected. In Senna's honour. I will never sit 
in a Formula One car again.” — Alain Proa, 

* Me. they killed roe. I’m completely 
dead. They cut my legs away from me. I think 
thev’ve now cut my entire body away. I don't 
know where I stand. I can’t find myself.” 
Diego Maradona after being banned from the 
World Cup, 

0- “I've been looking for new kitchen cor- 
tains for a long time” — Norwegian goalkeep- 
er Eiik Tbursvdl after trading Jerseys with 
Mexican keeper Jurgc Campos at the World 
Cup. 

■fir “I'm a real popular mayor. But ! don't 
want to stretch my popularity thai far.” — 
Dallas mavor Steve Bnrtkit about a World 
Cup 1994 proposal to ban alcohol sales during 
the tournament. 

■fir “He’s a perfectionist. U he was married 
to Demi Moore, he’d expect her to be a good 
cook.” — • Former U.S. National soccer team 
captain Rick Davis on U.S. coach Bur* 
Milutinuvic. 

•fir “I gel letters from Princes Di thanking 
me for taking her out of the headlines.' 
Former England Manager Graham Taylor, 
who was fired after not qualifying the English 
for the World Cup. 

0- “You've got to joking. Even the Pope 
would have second thoughts about taking Inc 
job.” — Switzerland national joettr team 
manager Roy Hudgacm about inquiring lot the 
job as England coach. 

* "Not so fi'ng ago we were teaching the 
Ammeans how to pLa> . Now I've got work 
permits for them piling up on my desk." 
Enttfeh soever player* union bend Cardan 


Taylor. . , 

* “I don't think, experience -wise, that i 

have to get hit in the face with a skunk four 
times before I smell it.*” — BHJ Parcels, 
coach of the American National Football 
League's new England Patriots who says he 
knows he was to change his game plan every 
week to minimize mistakes. 

tk "Sometimes you're a bug. and wait- 
tic ms you're a windshield, and tonight we 
were the bug. They squashed us.” — U3. 
coach Ron WOnm after a b - 2 opcning-ioum! 
loss to Sweden at the world ice rhockev 
championships. 

■fr -‘It'll take me two months to get in 
shape, and I'll be hack in the ring, and believe 
me, my lips won't move." — Ray Mercer, 
heavyweight contender, after being acquitted 
of making a mid-night offer of SI 00.000 for an 
underdog opponent to take a dive. 

exercised the ghost once and fore- 
ver.” — George Foremans. 45. after knocking 
out Michael Moonsr to win the IB and WBA 
heavyweight championships, on his Ins to 
Mohammad Ati 20 years ago. 

■it >a The dung i mbs roost in my life right 
now is that element of risk. I ready enjoyed 
putting it all on the line. God wasn't ready to 
take me, but he wanted to slow me down.” — ■ 
Paralyzed former world mottrcyclfeg <*»m- 
ptoo Wayne Rainey. 

■fir “Vd just like to say Vro really sorry 1 
interfered." — - Tonya Harding, after pleading 
guilty to conspiring to hinder prosecution in 
the attack on rival skater Nancy Kerrigan ' 

* “Probably everybody needs (Monica 
Seles) back. 1 think that s what everybody 
needs so I wouldn't have to answer that 
question anymore — Steffi Graf. 

☆ “I’ve been at the twilight of my career 
tonger than moat people have had their 
careers.” — Martha* Navtaxtova, who rehrvd 
after the 1W season, 

A “For a long time. I bandy raced any 
downhills, but ! hope that ! can now calculate 
the risks quite well. If your time is up. it's up 

— it could happen in the street, anywhere.” 

— Uhrlk* Mafcr in an interview four weeks 
before her death. 

☆ “Right now. 1 have no tenon to believe 
the Chinese Federation is behind it We have 
no proof of a systematic, governmental or 
federation doping campaign — FIFA secret* 
ary Guana r Wtnxr. 


Jordan Handball Championship 

Ahli, Arabi retain top spots 


FOR RENT 

At the 4th Circle 

Super deluxe furnished apartment 
2nd floor, 3 bedrooms, 2 verandas, 250m 2 . 

Cal! 777916/674935 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment. 3 bedrooms, living- 
dining room, kitchen and bathroom. 

Location: Wasfi Tal Street (Gardens), behind 
Jordan Kuwait Bank. 

Call: 832902 


By Route NtUus 

Sgeaai to the. Jordan Times 

i • • 

AMMAN — A1 Arabi btiaf ' 
Al Hussein 27.3 Thursday 
at the Al Hassan Sports 
Gry in Irt«J to remain in 
the lead with Al Ahli after 
the 10th week of die King- 
dom's Handball Cham- 
pionship. 

Arabt/Hnssebi 27/23: In an 
txciring start. Al Hussein 
surprised Al Arabi who 
looked weak and unorga- 
nised in defence. Al Hus- 
sein's Maher Malftss took 
-advantage and sawed for 
his team. 

Al Arabi. stunned by the 
strong attack of Al Hus- 
sein, concentrated more 
depending on Mohammad 
Abu Lazl and Moufaq 
Fateh Allah to get through 
Hussein’s strong defence to 


end the first half 14/10. neh and Nafail Janul u> 
... la the second. half tfemi^build successful attacks 

Iht WMS Hwreui 
wriilouTO m Which AL, ^Abroad and Ts*a Abed 
' Hussein prassuhsd the dc- Allah to end the fte* half 
fence area of Al Arab* and 20/15. 
succeeded in moving ahead Al Salt looked confused 
and lead 18/16. and hesitated especially in 

In the 24th annates an- pairing bails and that gave 

usual events took place Al Aim a bigger chance to 

during which one spectator end the match with 42/32 
hit Al Hussein's Maher score. 

Abu Lail and chaos spread Ammaa/Orthodoxl: 
forcing the referee to stop Meanwhile in another 
the match for IS minutes match Amman scored a 27/ 
until order was regained by 24 win over Al Onbodoxi 
the police. and moved to fifth position 

Al Arabi won the match with six points. 

27/3 Al Ahli and Al Arabi are 

AfcIVSalt 42/32; Al AhU the top two with 18 points 
stayed in the lead with 18 ** Ahy * n f,rst 

points after beating Al Salt ?? al .^wrences. 

42/32 at cheSpons PaJace in Salt third with 8 points, 
Amman. ■ Hussein wirh 7 points, arc 

■ M Ahh played with con- fourth. - . 

fidcncc depending on Ortnodoxi are last 

Mahmoud Taha Hamash- 2 points. 
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Turino For "Taste" 
Turino For "Good Taste" 



X-MAS MASS ON MOUNT NEBO 

Christmas Eve Mass will be celebrated 
at the Memorial of Moses on Mount Ncbo by the 
Franciscan Community on Saturday 24th December 
at K:00 p.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 


SWISS ARMY KNIFE 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAJUF 
aTAMUHMftSCtt 
CTtti ’r*m UM. bma 
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WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American embassy in Amman is looking for a 
professional translator. Successful candidate must have 
excellent knowledge of both Arabfc and English and be 
able to transiare mro ffuenr. idiomatic English. UniversiJy 
cegree si iransiatnan/Bberaf arts —or degree and several 
vears of professional translation experience is required. 
Candidate must have good working knowledge of current 
affairs and be able Kt work under pisssure with precision 
and speed. Day and evening shill work, including 
weekends and holidays, is requhhd. 

Candidates must take extensive tesss in translation and 
knowledge cf world events. Only, qualified ' applicants 
need apply Previous applicants *** reapply. 
Interested person* may pick an a PPlle*tlon 
from tt>* embusyend subm^t f* *** ** • rocent 
picture to the attention of the^^ #onnel Officer. 

DeadRne for receiving applfo#«n^ M Jaa 8 - 1 MS- 


just A SPOONFUL OP DECEPTION 

North-Soulh VMlaembU. W«U thtrv rl.ib* South rat bid u, *h.«w *■ 
..ftDTu JMWprfiO hand and Nurth judged 

NORTH m mtac to when South 

J 0^0 9 jMnxtawd thj- hurt *uu for th» 

' g ™ 9 hr« unw at Uw 

ill* . ™ kMVH of dub*. U k*a 
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♦ JB 7 * OlO as ** Ptev two round, of 

0 to < o job; wither thrre would MIR ha a tnimp 

icaj 10 0 24 7 4 S IBdummv |,i tali can of lb* fourth 

^ SO vS ihanuind. if But Whan dr- 

♦ A K cforw fod a trump U> thr «-r>. a* 

- A R 7 8 4 1 **"99*4 Ii» j*rk. 

i f Vtvaoniad d-rUrw with an ahartwte 

■iil, vmiMiw. * ,np • IKPp cvittimu- 

il rr sr it 

Among ih* nwt colorful foim 
on the .btidfco *«na today 4. Pnki- da n 

Maul ZOi Mahmood, now WrduBy a SStwX iW ’' wt * K 

rwiident of the Big Apple Braid** *wtLi wouM m , lh * 

hia Oair at dae Uhfo. b« i» an active whatww tW.SSTSj!! ,1 ■ 

promoter of I hr game, a cohimniar .-Uu-, 
and an author or . popuUr book. t^i^w T,» 

A»*c.V, UJy. Hare 1, mi example MdKil '***’ *~ 
of Ca at work in a hi«h.ataka rub {xIL fongth, u «,a 

ber-hridgr gum- at tin. of New Zl” V* h? 

' ork'a premier rhiU hojrth uw U nt m(t 

Skimp We*. Zia took w,,h a te>cii* 
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Christmas Services in English 

Amman: English lanauaga Ann bean a 

SS^ , S emer - Firat c «'«. <*w 

Clll)We 

11:15 p.m. Midnight Mass. 

Su^ay 25th^Deajmbe r > Christmas Dav 

Aqaba" En ° lish and 

Saturday 24th. December r 

11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass Ev ” 
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• Alberto Tomba ready 
! for elusive world crown 
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;/ ALTA BADIA (R) — In 
P .eight years at the top, Alber- 
( to Tomba has had his share of 
ih ups and downs. But after five 
b wins this season “La Bomba” 

0 is back, more explosive than 
-r ever, ready to claim the 

world ski tides that' have 
eluded him since his debut in 

1 1986. 


: ‘ The Italian has been so 

impressive that he has started 

'.to -believe he can become 
world champion at last m 
l February and even lift the 
World Cup, usually the trophy 
- for all-rounders. 

' “I'll start *to think about 
■- the World Cup after the 
worlds in Siena Nevada. I 
don't want to get nervous 

■ about it. I just want to win 
J-' races and then IT! .have time 

to thipk," he said. 

f 

“There will be a lot of 

■ down ilk in January as well as 
two combined events and 


I-don’t think I can still be in 
the lead before the worlds," 
added Tomba who is current- 
ly top of the overall stand- 
ings. 

In spite of their poor start 
to the season, Tomba thinks 
World Cup holder Kjetil 
Andre Aamodt of Norway 
and Luxembourg's Marc- 
Girardelli, both at ease in an 
Alpine events, will soon 1 
strike back. 

But the Italian, who 
finished second in the World 
Cup in 1988 and 1992, has 
more trumps up his sleeve 
this season. He wins 'giant 
slaloms again, after a two- 
year gap, as he demonstrated 
m Alta Badia on Thursday. 

With four successive sla- 
lom victories this season, 
Tomba seems to have redisc- 
overed the exceptional talent 
which made him a star in the 
1987-88 season. He won 11 
races then, including two 
Olympic golds. 
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^'^fetcd°eatatig : again,” he tola,. French indio by satellite 
4&tbfeftbone. ’ ■■ - :A ~ u ■ ‘ ' 

] The phone is installed aboard a raft drifting alongside 
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Lone Atlantic swimmer completes 
10th of Journey 

rv 

PARIS (AFP) — Lone swimmer Guy Delage has comr 
pitted a tenth of his 4 ,000-kilo metre crossing of the 
Atlantic after taking the plunge a week ago, his Paris 
headquarters said on Friday. 

. .alVel 42-year-old Frenchman has recovered from his 
^-seasickness and “I am feeling. much better now that! hvae 


Delage. 


drifting alongside 


The swimmer said his severe seasickness had been 
caused by violent movements of the raft in a strong swell. 
He had originally planned to spend ten hours a day in the 
water, deeping and eating aboard the raft 

“For tire first three days I held out by spending very little 
time in the water. I had to deal with rough seas with a swell 
of four or five metres (13 to 16 feet). But now die wind has 
dropped and the sea is calmer," Delage said. 

He said he had seen a shark on the first night after setting 
out from Mindelo in the Cape Verde islands, off West 
Africa, heading for the West Indies. The shark bit the 
rank's floating anchor. “It was OK, I wasn't in the water, 
and I haven't seen any others.” 

When aborad the raft, which is equipped with an 
automatic pilot, Delage continues beading westwards 
thanks to prevailing currents. When he completes his 
journey, he will have actually swum only about half of the 
4,000 kilometres. . 

.When swimming Delage is not attached to the raft. He is 
equipped with flippers and rests his arms on a small float 
fitted with survival equipment including an anti-shark gum. 
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FOR RENT , 

Two opposite apartments In a new building in a V.I.Ps 
location, furnished and unfurnished. Each one is 
composed of 3 bedrooms, living room, reception, d 
toilets, veranda and garage. The area of each apart- 
ment is 190 square metres. . _ 

Location: JabaJ Amman-3rd Circle beside the German 

Cultural Centre (Goethe). 

For more information, please call (647471) 

The owner will be in Amman till the 27th of December. 
* Note: We also have a roof for sale. 

Please: No brokers allowed. 
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NEW VILLA FOR RENT 

8 SrTnoor o. a 

Super deluxe, n ewty de ^ngd ^^*- 


“I think Fm even better 
than I was then because the 
level of competition has in- 
creased radically,” he said. 

The main difference be- 
tween the Tomba of old and 
. the wiser, settled man that he 
is now is that he used to 
compete in super-giant Sla- 
loms to score vital World Cup 
points. His best result in a 
World Cup Super-G was 
fourth in 1988. 

Since 1989 and a bad fall in 
Val D'Isere, be decided to 
shun speed events to concen- 
trate on slaloms but he will 
have to change bis mind to 
retain hopes of landing the 
grand prize. 

His coach Gustavo Tboeni 
said he hoped to persuade 
him to enter at least a few 
:super-giant&-i. .Twelve spec'! 
events and nine technical 
events are scheduled before 
the end of the season. 

“Alberto has what it takes. 
He only need to be convinced 
about it," be said. ' 

In the meantime, Tomba 
wifi concentrate 1 on winning 
the slalom world title be mis- 
sed in 1989, 1991 and 1993. 

“Fve worked very hard 
these last few years and it is 
paying off at last. Now Tm 
ready for the worlds," he 
said. 


of a year for sports and drugs 


■ PARIS (AFP) *-= When the 
-Chinese heralded in the year 
. of the dog last January titde- 
- did the countiy’s sports au- 
thorities realise just what a 
dog of a year it would turn 
out to be. 

By the time December 
came, China'ssports machine 
had been disgraced by one of 
the biggest dings scandals in 
sports history. 

Their much-honoured 
women's swimming team had 
turned from a collection of 
world champions to a sorry 
group of cheats who had 
reached the top by takign 
drugs. 

The Chinese expose ■ — 
thanks to drug testing at the 
Asian Games in Hiroshima 
— was a time bomb waiting 
to explode. Sicne the demise 
of East Germany tbere'.has 
been widespread rumours 
amongst international sports 
groups that China imported 
not only East German 
coaches but tbe East German 
expertise at doping -their 
athletes. 

The 11 Chinese athletes 
busted in Hiroshima all 
tested positive for dihyd- 
ro testosterone (DHT). The 
drug was an East German 
favourite and, according to 
Don Catlin, director of the 
Olympic lab m Los Angeles, 
ten times more potent than 
testosterone. 

“It’s sophisticated doping, 
not bush league,” said Catlm 
recently. 

The China Connection has 
only ha only helped underline 
how drugs have seemingly 
become a key player in inter- 
national success. 

A host of top athletes from 


say 

np 


the west are strongly sus- 
pected of using drugs but 
despite the use <rf widespread 
testing the private chemists 
and doctors employed by the 
athletes are more skillf ull 
that tbe testers. 

The victims of this squalid 
tale may indeed be tbe con- 
victed athletes like 17-year- 
old swimmer Lu Bin, who 
believed sincerely that she 
was the fastest women in the 
world after breaking tbe 200 
metres individual medley re- 
cord in October. 

Like Britain's Diane Mod- 
ehl, she was convinced of her 
innonce. And who can 
she chose to be puns 
with steroids and 
- masking agents, which sports 
medicine experts know can 
only be produced through in- 
tensive research and develop- 
ment. 

Disgraced Liu and the 
others may be more sinned 
against than sinning. 

Benetton and Michael 
Schumacher kept motor rac- 
" ingrunning on a sleaze slick. 

The team were beset by 
allegations but nothing too 
disgraceful was ever proved, 
though Benetton were fined 
heavily for a string of minor 
rule breaches. 

Schumacher became the 
first German and the 
youngest world chami 
ever. He won tbe title 
point from Damon HDl 
a controversial collision at 
Adelaide. 

In July at Silverstone, he 
was banned for two races for 
ignoring a black flag and was 
disqualified five hours after 
winning the Belgian Grand 
Prix at Spa-Francorchamps 


because bis car was illegal. 

Cricket’s mythlogy of fair 
was debunked with Michael 
Atherton’s England captain- 
cy in crisis more than once. 

A whiff of sleaze was in the 
air as details of Atherton's 
ball-tampering against South 
Africa in the second Test at 
Lord's emerged. 

In tbe next Test at the Oval 
he was fined 1,200 pounds 
and seventy reprimanded for 
dissent by Test match referee 
Peter Barge. 

Atherton, whose position 
was already shaky after the 
dirt-in-the-pocket affair, 
came under extreme pressure 
to resign. 

At Lord’s, Atherton was 
fined 2,000 pounds for the 
tampering incident and for 
later misleading Burge during 
a subsequent inquiry. 

They do things on a gran- 
der scale in America, where 
everyone loves a winner. The 
entourage of ice skater Tonya 
Harding devised a novel way 
to ensure she could not fail. 
They used an iron bar on her 
rival Nancy Kerrigan. 

But Tonya got her come- 
uppance and is serving three 

S iars probation. Battered 
ancy still went to tbe Olym- 
pics, finishing with the silver 
medal and a place in every 
true American heart. Even 
her halo is slipping, accused 
of running away with her 
coach and marriage- 
breaking. 

Meanwhile Tonya wants 
bigger breasts to attract big- 
ger pay cheques for her mod- 
elling work and plans to 
undergo cosmetic surgery. 
There’s no cheat like a big 


xtically 

lenged Dieggo Maradona fits 
the bill. His roUev-coaster 
career after his World Cup 
drugs bust continues. 

A court presecutor wants 
him jailed for four years for 
wounding journalists with an 
air rifle in February in one of 
the many low points of his 
career. 

You have to admire plucky 
Diego who retorted: “What I 
did is nothing compared to 
the acts carried out by the 
military during the dicta- 
torship. " And they got away 
scot free. 

Dictatorship is on tbe 


Dictatorship is on the 
agenda in football's corridors 
of power. The European 
Football Federation, UEFA, 
are so upset at world football 
supreme Joao Havelange's 
antics that they have 
threatened to pull out of the 
1998 World Cup and split 
from the august world body 
FIFA. 

The Asian Football Con- 
federation have also conde- 
mned Havelange’s ’autocra- 
cy" in back door deals over 
fop committee appointments 
at October’s executive meet- 
ing in New York. 

Havelange, who got him- 
self elected as FIFA presi- 
dent this year for a record 
sixth term, drew up the lists 
himself and brooked no dis- 
cussion of the appointments. 

Football in Britain may 
never clean up its act with 
Tottenham Hotspur winning 
an appeal over financial irre- 
gularities. The dub had had 
six points deducted and were 
banned from the FA Cup 
after being found guilty on 35 
charges of financial irregular- 


ities at an FA disciplinary 
hearing. 

Arsenal have forgiven Paul 
Merson for cocaine abuse but 
their manager George Gra- 
ham may not be able to wrig- 
gle out of a ‘bung 9 probe so 
easily. He is alleged to have 
accepted a 285,000 pound 
illegal payment in a transfer 
deal. Graham denies the 
charge. 

Then there is Bruce G ro li- 
bel aar, the worst corruption 
case in a generation. The 
former Liverpool goalkeep- 
er, now with Southampton, is 
alleged to have fixed matchs 
in exchange for big bucks 
from an Asian betting ring. 

The Asians have enough 
trouble at home. More than 
40 Malaysian players have 
been arrested since October 
'w corruption, endemic in 
he region’s soccer league. 

Cheating is not confined to 
the big-money sports follow- 
ing reports recently of steroid 
abuse in the cloth-cap world 
of British pigeon radng, 
where birds on drugs fly high- 
er, faster, longer. 

Nor does sleaze have to 
come by the bucketful. Pon-' 
der the case of Olav Nygaad, 
who used an old-fashioned 
hose pipe. THe Norwegian 
ice engineer at the Lilleham- 
mer Olympics was told his 
team were unhappy with the 
ice on the speed skating 
track. 

Nygaard snuck into the sta- 
dium overnight and sprayed 
their favoured spring water 
on the surface. He was found 
out and reprimanded, but 
takes the credit for three 
world records achieved on his 
ice-cocktail. 


Owners implement salary cap as talks break down 


WASHINGTON (R) — Ma- 
jor League Baseball owners 
and players foiled to reach 
agreement Thursday on en- 
ding the 133-day strike, and 
pwners said they were impos- 
ing a salary cap and preparing 
to .field replacement players 
for tiie 1995 season. 

Mediator William Usery 
told a news conference that 
/ had recessed the talks 



after a last-ditch renewal of 
negotiations this week in a 
Washington hotel broke 
down two hours before a 
midnight deadline set by the 
owners. 

The players said they were 
preparing to carry on the 
fight against the salary cap in 
the courts and before the 
National Labour Relations 


board, perhaps filing papers - a.m. EST. 


claiming unfair labour prac- 
tices as early as Friday or 
Monday. 

John Harrington of the 
Boston Red Sox and head of 
the owners' negotiating com- 
’ mittee told a news conference 
that the owners had “no 
alternative" but to declare a 
deadlock and impose a salary 
cap on die players at 12.01 


A final offer from the play- 
ers was described as “an 
empty bag” by the owners in 
a statement. They said the 


players final proposal would 
not have curbed salaries and 
would set payroll levels too 
high. 


.HOUSEKEEPER 

Personal housekeeper 
home, not live-in. Hard working 
tured. 

Call 642251-2 Room 208 
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up to 50 % 


BADIA BOUTIQUE 

Rainbow St. Jebel Amman 
1st Circle - Tel:657094 



VACANCY 

An international agency is seeking a dynamic 
person to work on a one-year project in preparation 
of a global conference. The job involves data 
collection and dissemination, networking, set-up 
and maintenance of information system and might 
involve travel in region. Eligible candidates 
should have the following qualification: 

-ft Minimum of a university degree In social sciences 
or MIS 

-fr Excellent language skills in Arabic and English, 
ik Excellent writing abilities. 

☆ High compute? fluency. 

☆ Good administrative skills and public relations 
abilities. yf 

-tr Interest iivsocial development issues; 

Those infested should send a CV with a 
covering hitter before 31 December 1994 
tO: ■ 

P.O-Bdx: 830896 Zal iran, Amman. 



invites applications for teaching posts 
in all subject areas for the academic 


year 1995/1996. 

Applicants should: 

1) be bilingual, in English and Arabic. 
English language teachers must be 
native speakers. 

2) have teaching experience in their 
subject area. 

Application forms may be obtained from 
the school. 

phone 845572, 847191-2-3, 831502, and 

should be submitted during 

the period 2, 3, 4, 5, January 1995. 

Administration 


STARTEX & INTERNATIONAL TRADES 

315 W. 9th Street Suite 704 
The Coast Savings Building 
Los Angeles Ca 90015 

Tel.: 213-488-9872, tel.: 213^88-9873, Fax: 213-488- 
9630 j 5 

of U S A- products worldwide. 
We have the reputation of good sen/ice & quality products 

pnce ®’ we strive for excellence, 
rn v Y ho, ®P acka ae deal for you. from sourcing 

tSirt ^ lan . d,,n 9 > . anc * delivering to your country 

K ^^® Jcome inc I u o ' n es. long & short term contacts 
* pub,ic se 2 tors - We offer chemic- 

SSi,o X 2S’.J? dUStn 2 and much more. Here are 

some of the products we offer: 

fr ChEMICAL INDUSTRY: 

1 ' produc , ts such as: radiochemicals;. 

SFfiKSf** 8 w- re com P° u nds; organic rare 
a™* fine chemicals; diagnostic instruments & rea- 
gents; and labware. 

2 ' nr'?SSln pr S2!i J ^f - f< ! r r ® search - development, small 
dye ’ and other applications, 
delivery Q c ^ '^San'C chemicals for prompt 

I* 52SK5J! D5 7 V8 Products, agricultural equip- 
h5S d ^PPJ® 3 ' . ethnic food, health food, trademark 
labels, and industrial food ingredients. 

^INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENTS & SUPPLIES: Busi- 
computer equipment; accessories & 
supply, generators, metals, electrical & electronics. 

JfPO'Proonf & supplies, industrial materials 
of constachon (such as hot rolled and galvanized 
steel products, aluminium and stainless steel), com- 
puter analysed design and complete engineering 
225JS 8, designs and special fabrications. 

^Sfi“ r !f e ?- W , e,din9 Procedures, industrial alloy ' 
commercial products, industrial 
tapes, automobile industries, auto parts, automation 
“w & equipment, industrial hydraulics, medic- 
* J* opf'c? 1 instrumentation, rotary drum systems, 
molded silicone mbber, convex mirrors, iondustrial 
E t s ^ ch es ; accessories; coveralls; labcoats etc., 
elevators and elevator equipments, casters & wheels 
he ? tin 9- m .°dem kitchens & aluminium sinks 
mooKiSI® 8, S re8, s c |entir » c & 'ab instruments, printing 
machinery & equipment, photo industry., brass? 
bronze valves (low & high pressure valves), fiber 
glass products, air technical industries, fibers olas- 
sscutfy systems and products, paints, die 
products & equipment, furniture & upholstery manu- 
fottanng equipment, coating material & equipment 
& combustion systems, Hft trucks’ 

batteries, and industrial chemical equipments, indust- 

£<rl! Jr F ac . eS i & f,re protection equipment, 

hydraulic tools compressors, and much more. 

For information about specific product & inauirv 
An ? ele ?’ Capfwnte at °2r fall 
^13-4^9630 aTd your Inquiry will be forwarded 
immedi^ely to the personnel serving your region and 
are skilled in Arabic language to better 
understand your needs. y 

‘5 to 9lve you Quality product, prompt 
service, and competitve prices. 

S SET h? 5^ 0p ? nin9 our rog™ 31 offices in 
your area to better serving you. 

An y prt «dnct ogered wfll be subject to both countries 
restrictions & regulations. 
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'Cinema Tel.: 634144 

' PHILADELPHIA 

jji-'S': . 

JW:' 

CSnema ..|p?699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema ’j - Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tet.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NaMl A1 Mashlnl Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Teh: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents: A world famed 
movie picture worth 

™ E M n.lWISTOHES 

Shows: 1130. 3-J0. 6:15, 8J0, 10J0 

Michel Yoric/J^ifer 
O’snetli ^|g! 

DISCRETION ASSURED 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5:00, 1030 

CONCORD *1* 

Robin Williams — In 

Mrs. 

Sums: 1230. 330, & 00 . 8:15, 1030 

CONCORD *2? 

Harrisoh; Ford — In 

The Fugitive 

Stw**; 3:15. 5M&? : 

will soon present: 
Mousa Hiiazln 
(SUM’AA) 

In the satirical political 
comedy: 

Hi Citizen 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

A1 Salami Ya Salam 

Daily at 8:30 
Saturday & Su??day is the 

liiCUlrr.'s jV . \ 

in English Sundays f 
December 11, 18, only. | 
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SETTLEMENT: A worker builds a new boose at the Maale 
Adomim Jewish settlement near Jerusalem on Friday. As 
thousands of new flats are built to strengthen Jewish 
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presence in the Jerusalem area. Palestinians who cl a im the 
land in the West Bank sometimes try to baft construction 
work {see page one) (AFP photo) 


Iraq assails Saudi 
and Kuwaiti policies 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq launched a scathing 
attack on the rulers of Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia Friday, 
condemning their foreign 
policy as “stupid." 

"The leaders of Riyadh 
and Kuwait bear full respon- 
sibility for the stupid policy 
that is keeping things as they 
are in the Gulf and the Arab 
arena in general.” Iraqi De- 
puty Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz told the official agency 
INA. 

"Their real policy is to 
serve U.S. interests. They 
spread instability' to justify 
the United States* military- 
occupation of the region and 
the plundering of its wealth." 
said. 

' At a three-day summit in 
Bahrain this week die Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). 
comprising Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Bahrain. Qatar, Oman and 
KuwaX refused to yield to 
Qatari pressure to ease sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

The GCC welcomed as a 
"positive step" Iraq’s deci- 
sion to recognise Kuwait on 
Nov. 10, but said Baghdad’s 
compliance with other U.N. 
resolutions would be "essen- 
tial in proving its peaceful 
intentions” toward Kuwait 
and the GCC. 

Baghdad has been presang 
for a lifting of sanctions im- 
posed after Iraqi troops in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

U.N. resolutions call for 
the elimination of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, 
the return of Kuwaiti prison- 
ers and war reparations. 


Dr. Aziz said Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait were “provoking 
hostility ... despite a number 
of positive steps taken by 
Iraq toward Kuwaits and 
other Gulf states." 

Iraqi troops were ousted 
from Kuwait by U.S. -led 
coalition forces in Feb. 1991. 

Russia, France and China 
have set the ball rolling for 
lifting the four-year old U.N. 
economic embargo on Iraq, 
an official newspaper said 
here Friday. 

“The atmosphere in the 
U.N. Security Council shows 
that a serious effort has be- 
gun toward recognising Iraq’s 
compliance with internation- 
al resolutions” ending the 
1991 Gulf war, the ruling 
Baath Party daily A1 Thawra 
said. 

“Russia’s voice, along with 
France’s and China's and 
supported by a clear majority 
requesting an end to injus- 
tice. has become stronger and 
more credible than" those of 
hardline United States and 
Britain, it added. 

Only “a minority still in- 
sists on harming Iraq, but it is 
getting smaller and will be 
limited to the United States 
and Britain which are blinded 
by their historic hatred of the 
Iraqi people and its lead- 
ership,” it said. 

“But we should not show 
too much op timi sm and ex- 
pea a rapid lifting of the 
embargo,” A! Thawra. 
cautioned. 

"But all new indications 
confirm that the lifting of the 
embargo has been put on 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iranian factions wrangle 
over Shiite leadership 


. NICOSIA (R) — Differences 
among Iran’s ruling clergy 
over die supreme leadership 
of Shiite Muslims and the 
nature of the Islamic state 
have burst' into the open. 

One faction has accused its 
rivals of fostering “new Sal- 
man Rushdies” — referring 
to the British novelist 
branded an apostate by many 
Muslims and the biggest con- 
temporary villain in the eyes 
of the Shiite dergy. 

The severity of the attack 
underlines the importance of 
the debate among the heirs of 
the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini who differ over the 
balance of power between 
a the Islamic state be estab- 
™ lished in 1979 and the Shiite 
derical hierarchy. 

Should the Islamic state, 
headed by supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ah Khamenei, 
dominate the religious Shiite 
hierarchy? 

Or should the derical 
establishment, which for cen- 
turies was outside the state 
-structure and at times suc- 
cessfully challenged the gov- 
ernments of the time, be 
strengthened? 

Iranian media vigorously 
promoted Ayatollah 
in Khamenei as the top Shiite 
el spiritual guide, or maija ta- 
qjid (source of emulation), 
since a senior maija, centena- 
rian Grand Ayatollah 
, Mohammad Ali Aiald, died 
in Tehran last month. 

Mr. Khamenei's suppor- 
ters publicly voiced fears that 
if an apolitical ayatollah is 
allowed to gather a large 
following and therefore influ- 
ence as a maija, he could 
undermine the Islamic state 
by issuing rulings against its 
policies. 


Ayatollah Khamenei de- 
nied tht there was a struggle 
for spiritual power, but once 
the nft was dragged to news- 
paper pages this week the 
level qf invective quickly shot 
through the roof. 

“Don’t these sentences 
open the way for the birth of 
new Salman Rushdies and 
the writing of new versions of 
‘the Satanic Verses’?” wrote 
an outraged commentator in 
Tehran's Resalat commenta- 
tor denounced Salam’s com- 
ment as an underhand 
attempt at breaking Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei’s prestige and 
influence. 

On Wednesday newspaper 
on Thursday about a passage 
in the daily Sal am. 

Sal am — ran by Moham- 
mad Mousavi Khoeiniha, 
leader of the radical students 
who seized the U.S. embassy 
in Tehran and took its staff 
hostage in 1979 — bad 
printed a reader’s comment 
that the 14 Shiite “infallibles” 
including the Prophet 
Mohammad could be criti- 
cised for some of their ac- 
tions. 

The seemingly obscure ex- 
change reflected the two pap- 
ers’ opposite views about the 
nature of the Islamic state. 

Resalat represents the view 
that the Islamic republic is a 
divine government ruled by a 
top cleric who has all the 
powers of early Shiite imams 
who succeeded the Prophet. 
Its supporters are in majority 
in parliament. 

But according to Salam, 
whose supporters have lost 
much of their power in gov- 
ernment since Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s death, the legi- 
timacy of the state primarily 
rests on its popular support. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Damascus pact ministers to meet in January 

CAIRO (AFP) — Foreign ministers from Egypt. Syria and 
six Gulf Arab monarchies are to meet next month in Cairo. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa said Friday. Egypt 
proposed that the meeting of Damascus Declaration 
signatories take place on Jan. 11 or 12. a Foreign Ministry 
official said. Leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), comprising Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. Bahrain, Qatar. 
Oman and the United Arab Emirates, agreed to meeting 
during their summit in Bahrain which ended Wednesday, 
the official added. The Damascus Declaration was signed 
in March 1991 to boost economic and military cooperation 
between Egypt. Syria and the GCC after Iraqi troops were 
ousted from Kuwait by a U.S.-led coalition. But despite 
seven meetings between the foreign ministers since then 
the declaration has not been implemented. 

Two militants killed in Egypt 
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ASSIUT (R) — Egyptian police shot dead two Musttm j 
militants at dawn on* Friday near the southern town of Al » 
Bad3ri. security sources said. They said police, acting on a < 
tip. exchanged fire with the gunmen at a cemetery outside i 
the village of Nowawarah. 330 kilometres south of Cairo. | 
The sources named the gunmen as Hcshmat Abdul Halim 
and Rafal Al Nukrashi and said they were members of the 
G^maa Al Islamiya (Islamic Group), which has waged a 
campaign of violence against the government of President 
Hosni Mubarak since 1992. A pistol stolen from a 
policeman and a home-made gun were found at the scene. 
Some 540 people, mostly police and militants, have been 
killed and more than 850 injured since the Gamaa launched 
its campaign. 


Israel says 10 of 20 wanted in 1992 now dead 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s outgoing army chief said in a 
newspaper interview published on Friday that of 12 
Palestinians that appeared on a 1992 most-wanted list, only 
two remain alive. Yedioth Ahronoth daily quoted Chief of 
Staff Ehud Barak as vowing his forces would hunt the men 
still at large — militants suspected of masterminding 
suicide bombings that have killed dozens of people since 
April. General Barak, asked to sum up security force's 
performance in the Gaza Strip and West Bank during his 
four-year term, said: “The effort invested by Shin Bet 
(secret police) and our operational units there was very 
suce es ful. “Not long ago I found a file with pictures of 
fugitives, that we put out two years ago for the use of 
soldiers in the territories. Of the 12 wanted men pictured 
there, only two are still alive, the ‘engineer’ Yihye Ayyash 
and his assistant — and in the end we’ll catch those two as 
well.’’ Gen. Barak did not detail the circumstances of the 
men’s deaths. Mr. Ayyash, an activist of Hamas, has been 
the subject of a huge manhunt since an October bus 
bombing in central Tel Aviv in which 22 people and a 
suicide bomber died. 


Last Indian troops pull out of Somalia 

MOGADISHSU (R) — The last 470 Indian “Blue Hel- 
mets” from a contingent that numbered 5,000 flew out of 
Somalia on Friday as part of the phased withdrawal of 
United Nations forces from the failed mission. The Indians, 
who flew out of Mogadishu bound for Bombay, left behind 
about 10,000 other U.N. peacekeepers who are set to pull 
out of Somalia by March 31. Mogadishu’s district of 
Medina, close to the U.N.-controlled airport, was gripped 
by fierce inter-clan fighting this week in which 23 were 
killed and 120 wounded. As Somalia slips back into the clan 
feuding that tore the country apart before U.S.-led forces 
landed in December 1991. U.N. officials fear their retreat 
could be obstructed by clan militias out to plunder military 
hardware and vehicles. A force of up to 4 000 U S 
Marines, possibly backed by the Spectre AC-130 gunship 
planes that blitzed warlord Mohammad Farah Aideed’s 
positions last year, will be on band to cover the final days of 
the U.N. forces’ withdrawal. 

‘Paris, Riyadh in secret security pact* 

PARIS (R ) ~ F rance will provide Saudi Arabia with 

internal security experts, sophisticated weapons and 
counter-terrorism training under a secret pact reached last 
month, a leftist monthly renom-H -*i_ . 



•j'.uu up 10 loj r Tench 

counter-terrorist, security and counter-intelligence experts 
to Riyadh to tram Saudi forces in internal security 
techniques. Bernard Guillet, diplomatic adviser to Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua, told Reuters “there is absolutely 
no truth to the magazine report. There’s nothing credible 
about it.” The magazine said Paris agreed to train some 
Saudi military officers on French soil, in security techni- 
ques, and to sell Riyadh unspecified sophisticated arms. 
The pact was part of an agreement signed in Riyadh hi 
November by Mr. Pasqua and Saudi Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz, it said. Mr. Pasqua at the 
dose of a three-day visit to Riyadh in mid-November had 
said there was an agreement “to develop border guards " 
for the kingdom- The French daily Le Monde said at the 
time that the pact — which centred on ways in which 
France could contribute to the defence, protection and 
survei’lj -■? S-UJ. jct ..’."c — ilso ir eluded ; - -j 
security aims, but Mr. Pasqua denied aims were part of the 
deal- 


! Christmas: 
! is industry in 
Bethlehem 

BETHLEHEM, occupied 
West Bank t R \ — The week 
before Chr.stmas the Jesus 
industry is :n fell swing in 
Bcihlefeem. catering to every 
religious taste from fine 
olive-wood cnbs to bags of 
holy land soil on which Christ 
. may once have walked. 

Hundreds of tout and pil- 
grim buses ds>!v disgorge the 
good and the gullible im o the 
town’s shop-lined Manger 
Square or the supermarket- 
sized stores along the road 
from Jerusalem. 

The good news this year 
for the Palestinian Authority 
whuh has pat uken over 
tourism from the occupying 
Israel: military government is 
tha: :he number of tourists is 
op. The bad news is that they 
are no: buying. 

Thousands of famdses here 
turn :he gnarled olive trees 
donmc the hitis into nativity 
sets. :rer onum. rosar- 
ies. rirte coven, crurifixes 
and camels. They also inlay 
some of lbeir 'work witn 
mother -a f-peari. 

“Business locally is down 
30 per cent this year and 
down 50 per cent on exports 
to die United States.” says 
George Handai, who em- 
ploys 50 men 

Tbeff hair po w dere d with 
fine sawdust, they ram out 
rough figures on copying 
machines and finish the faces 
whh bits like a dentist’s drill. 

“The last chisel-and-fite 
sculptor died 20 yean ago.” 
said Mr. Handal. who inher- 
ited the factory from his 
father. 

Some of the faces show the 
lack of the artist’s hand. 
Crude, machine- tooled fea- 
tures stare down at a small 
lump in a manager, encased 
in a stable. The lot. slathered 
m varnish, would set vou 
hack S20 For a few dollars 
mere, you can wind up the 
five -pointed star above the 
stable and listen to “Silent 
Nigh:” 

Finer work, where the 
faces have a glimmer of hu- 
man expression, costs S50 
and up. explains Salem 
Giacunaa, one of a few big 
retailers in Macger Square 
who business «P 

after the doldnan years be 
Priewman uprising anipuff 
war. 

He exports directly to the 
biggest olive-wood sculpture 
market, the United States, to 
shield himself from the ups 
and downs of the local eco- 
nomy. 

Most me r c hants have also 
insured themselves by ex- 
panding their range of goods, 
spawning 3 new industry in 
holy land products. Israeli 
retailers have latched onto 
tilts, selling sachets of earth, 
phials of Jordan River water 
and cross-bedecked Jeru- 
salem candles alongside 
Judaica. 


Jordan lauds GCC 
stand on Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has expressed ntfeftctioa 
over « statement fesoed by 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) countries in 
Bahrain over tike status of 
Jerusalem and die MkkBc 
East peace p r o ce ss . 

A statement by a Jorda- 
nian official spokesman said 
that the GCCs final declara- 
tion has displayed concept 
over a number of issues of 
concern to the Arab coun- 
tries. including the differ- 
ences marring Arab relation 
and the need to remove the 
causes of differences and a 
commitment to safeguard 
and uphold the interests aad 
security and the future of tire 
Arab Nation. 

“We in Jordan are particu- 
larly satisfied over the state- 
ment concerning Jerusalem 
and Hs insiste n ce that no 


change at tfce character of the 
Arab cihror of the pre-1967 
borders be mado. and we are 
satisfied with the statement’s 
cafi for the fuB implementa- 
tion of VM. reaomtions con- 
cerning the Holy City " said 
the spokesman. 

The spokesman arid that 
the Jordanian gover n ment 
“appreciates and welcomes 
the GCCs stand with regard 
to the steps” taken in the 
Middle East peace process so 
for, inducting the Jordan* 
Israel peace treaty and the 
self-rule agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

. He said that Jordan also 
.welcomes the GCCs call on 

the co-sponsors of the Middle 
East peace conference to in- 
tensify their efforts to achieve 
further progress on the Syria* 
Israel and the Lebanesc- 
bradi tracks. 


Palestinians hope for 
merrier Christmas 


BETHLEHEM, occupied 
West Bank (R) — A young 
Palestinian, ignoring israeS 
soldiers in riot gear in Man- 
ger Square, has been drrritqg 
5 around Bethlehem promising 
' that Palestinians in the birth- 
• place of Jesus Christ will have 
a merry Christmas. 

1 “This year we have more 
! joy and people are optimistic 
i that we will finally have 
l peace.” said 21-ycar-oId 
1 Racd Haddad. "People want 
[ to be happy and have a good 
time.” 

Mr. Haddad handed cast 
invitations to a night of danc- 
ing and drinking at his new 
“Earthquake Club” white a 
friend dressed in a Santa 
Claus uniform rang a Christ- 
mas bell. 

After the violence of seven 
years of an upramg against 
Israeli occupation. Palesti- 
nians now appear to be in the 
mood to celebrate. 

Restaurants advertise ex- 
quisite Omstmas eve dinners 
including cmcrtammonc by 
load singers at S25 1 person. 
Score windows arc lit up with 
Omstmas trees and colourful 
kghiv Ornaments hang from 
lamp posts in Manger 
Square. 

"This a titefim C hri s tma s 
fe yfcafs where people ’realty 
fed reedy to celebrate." ran 
businessman Nicola Canawa- 
ti. 

Israel handed over the «#- 
rule enclaves of Gaza and 
Jericho in the West Bank to 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation this year, along 
with responsibility over five 
spheres of life in the rest of 
the West Bank. 

Bat many Palestinians in the 
West Bank said the festivities 
were still maned by Israeli 
occupation 

As in previous years in 
Bethlehem, Israeli soldiers 
clutching M-16 automatic 


rifles peered down from roof- 
tops over Manger Square 
white others stood on main 
street comers. 

Young Palestinian men 
looked over their shoulders, 
white putting posters an walls 
reminding people of the near- 
ly 6,000 Palestinian preocan 
still held in Israeli jails 

In bit annual pre- 
Christmas message, the Ro- 
man Cathode leader of the 
Holy Land. Mkhd Sabbah, 
wanted Israeli and Palesti- 
nian leaden that opposition 
to their peace moves would 
grow unless they sped up the 
p ea c e process. 

Many Patariaian buwaew- 
men complained of economic 
hardships, the result of an 
tMxpboabfo cloctiM in tour- 
ism revalues oven though 
nearly one mdboa pdgrims 
visited Bethlehem in 1994. 

Christmas celebration* hi 
Bethlehem came to a bah 
tevoa yuan ago when Palesti- 
nians, in the occupied territor- 
ies rose in revolt against 
Israeli military rate. 

. The hotiday, which utedtq 
attract thousands of Christ- 
ians from around the West 
Bank, was limited to relupous 
ceremowc* « Israeli sokhen 
fbreto a tight ring of jpeurby 
around Manger Square on 
Qretetmaa *ve. 

Last year there was con- 
troversy over the raising of a 
Palestinian flag over the town 
fcaU. This wear damns of 
Palestinian flags flew from 
flic three-storey haB and 
from poles arouRd a 
fountain m front of the buiid- 


lut George Sammour, 
director of the tourism office 
hi Bcthtebem, said: “Our joy 
is still incomplete. Tree joy 
would come once we cele- 
brate Christmas under our 
own Palestinian sovereign- 
ty." 


Muslim World faces up 
to extremist violence 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Musfim 
countries rocked by fun- 
damentalist violence in 1994 
have identified the growing 
surge of extremism as the 
most direct threat to their 
stability next year. 

Thousands of people have 
died in militant campaigns in 
Algeria and Egypt this year, 
while Gulf Arab states have 
taken unprecedented mea- 
sures to crush simmering fun- 
damentalist unrest at home. 

And prospects look Weak 
for 1995 with a social and 
economic crisis threatening 
the Muslim World and pro- 
viding fertile ground for ex- 
tremist groups looking to in- 
crease their support. 

For the first time in its 
history the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference 
(OIQ adopted a “code of 
conduct” in December to face 
up to the fundamentalist 
threat. 

Hie code, adopted at the 
OIC summit meeting in 
Morocco, called on the orga- 
nisation’s 51 members not to 
finance or support “terr ori st 
acts” and to ensure their 
territory is not used by vio- 
lent groups to plan or carry 
out operations. 

King Hassan of Morocco 
launched a scathing attack on 
extremism as he opened the 
summit, saying fundamental- 
ists had so right to issue 
fatwas or religious dectett 
authorising die assassination 
of their target. 

Like Salman Rushdie be- 
fore them, two Muslim au- 
thors found themselves the 
targets of death decrees for 
works considered to be bfos- 
phcT.ous. 

One of them. Egypt^s 
Nobel prize-winning author 
Naguib Mabfbuz, was stab- 
bed in the neck by mifitants 


on Oct. 14. The alleged 
attacker was quoted by news- 
papers as saying he would not 
hesitate to murder the 83- 
year-old writer if he got 
another chance. 

Bangladeshi novelist Tasti- 
ma Nasreen, 32, fled to 
Europe in August after death 
threats. She is the subject of a 
trial in her native country for 
offending religious feelings; ■ 

Intellectuals are also a 
prime target of Islamic mili- 
tants in troubled Algeria, 
where the year drew to a 
dose without any sign of -a*- 
sohition to its two-year con- 
flict. 

Violence erupted in Febru- 
ary 1992 when the govern- 
ment cancelled elections 
which Islamic fundamental- 
ists were set to win and im- 
posed a state of emergency. 

Seventeen journalists and 
dozens of judges, teachers 
and artists were murdered in 
1994. along with 46 tourists. 

Around 2.150 militants 
died in violence, according to 
official figures. But the over- 
all toll js much higher bec- 
ause die government does 
not release derails of casual- 
ties among the security 
forces. 

Egypt likewise battled 
against an Islamic cam pai g n 
turned at overthrowing the 
secular government, which 
has left more than 530 dead 
since it began in March 1992,*' 

Authorities targetted Isla- ' 
mic leaders, executed 41 mill- V 
cants and drove the outlawed 
Jamaa b^nuyya out of -its - 
stronghold of Assiut in 1994, “ 
only to in horror as 

violence- Out into 
neigh botdtoS provinces - of - 
southern 

Oil-ridAGmlf states also 
stepped up^h* fight against 


the fundamentalist extrem- 
ism which has swelled since 
the Januaty-Februaxy 1991 
Gulf war. 

Saudi Arabia admitted for 
the first time that it faced a 
threat from extremists and 
announced it had rounded up 
157 Muslim e xtrem is t s at the 
end of September. 

Neighbouring Kuwait 
meanwhile took control of 
fundraising by Islamic fun- 
damentalist charities, which 
have been accused of financ- 
ingimUtants abroad. 

Elsewhere in flic Middle 
East fundamentalist hard- 
liners opposed to the Arab- 
Isracii peace process con- 
tinued attacks on targets of 
the Jewish state. 

Forty-five Israelis were kil- 
led by Palestinians after self- 
rate was launched in May in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
white Hrzbollah guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon stepped 
up attacks on Israeli soldiers 
towards the end of the year. 

P ales tini an leader Yasser 
Arafat faced an increasing 
threat from die fundamental- 
fat group Hamas, whose sup- 
port grew as disillusionment 
with self-rule set in, 

Tfcnsiou spilled over into 
violence between Hamas and 
Palestinian police in Novem- 
ber, lea vine 13 dead and 
ihore chan 200 wounded. 

In Aria. Malaysia in Au- 
pst outlawed the Muslim 
"“■tiamcntalist group Al Ar- 

1? ?n<S. hlCh Gas tr ®«nd 
,000 supporters and 
numerous networks abroad 
* e ""W* big- 

f2.ii 1 c ?. untl y^ ^nned 

*fimd«nencai,st book while 

rasdent Suhano urged W 

ZIT 5 ”*" 0 10 *** in 

their efforts m order to cro , 
test national unity. 



Londonderry 
lights up 
Bethlehem 
with gift 

LONDONDERRY, North- 
era Ireland (R) ■— Northern 
Ireland’s second city London 
deny has sent Christmas de- 
corations to Bethlehem m a 
gesture of solidarity between 
two towns enjoying their first 
true Christmas peace for de- 
cades. Jim Guy. mayor of 
Londonderry, said he gave a 
spare set of Christmas lights 
to the West Bank town so 
Manager Square, reputedly 
where Christ was born, could 
enjoy a proper display. Beth- 
lehem’s Christian Mayor 
Elias Freij had tokl a visiting 
delegation of Londonderry 
community leaders in Octo- 
ber he dreamt of masking ihe 
Christian holiday and the 
Arab-lsradi peace process 
with Christmas tights. Mr. 
Guy raid Friday. 

Huston hairs win 
$120,000 damages 
over coloured film 

VERSAILLES. France 
(AFP) — A court of appeal 
here the heirs of U.S. direc- 
tor John Host cm and coacript 
writer Ben Maddow for a 
coloured version of his black- 
and-white classic Asphalt 
Jungle. The defunct French 
television channel La Ctnq 
and distributor* Ted Turner 
group lost their appeal here 
and the court found they had 
“damaged the creativity" of 
Huston and Maddow. La 
Ooq was ordered to pay 

200.000 francs of the dam- 
ages am) Turner the reu. 

Child molester 
gets 30,000 
year sentence 

OKLAHOMA Cm'. Okla- 
homa (R) — It will be a long 
time before Ctarta Scon 
R ob i nson fa able to walk the 
streets again A very long 
time — about 30.000 yews A 
; Thursday agreed with a 
racpnft fa aaatioa and 
RoWWwriv a con- 
child motefter, to the 
yean in praon. A jury 
deliberated only 35 minutes 
on Dec. 14 before finding 
Robinson, accused of sexual- 
\y assaulting a three-year-old 
giri, guilty of rape by instru- 
mentation. two counts of 
forcible oral sodomy and 
three counts of indecent 01 
lewd acts with a child under 
16. When advised they amid 
not assess a life sente ne with- 
out parole, jurors returned 
with a recommendation of 

5.000 years on each of the six 
counts. Judge Dan Owens 
made it official Thursday by 
formally sentencing Robin- 
son, aged 30 and convicted 
eight times previously of non- 
violent crimes, to the 30.000- 
year term recommended by 
the jury. “We don’t want him 
to nave a chance to ever 
getting out again," jurv hire- 
man Laura Bixler said last 
week after the panel made its 
recommendation. 

State-run lotteries 
to be shut down 
in New Delhi 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
New Delhi authorities on 
Wednesday banned state- run 
lotteries in the capital saying 
the lure of becoming mil- 
lionaires overnight was turn- 
ing more and more people 
into virtual paupers- New 
Delhi Chief Minister Mndan 
Lai Khurana said be will shut 
down the annual SJO-inilhon 
industry from New Year’s 
Day in consideration to fami- 
lies whose bread-earners 
nave been tantalised bv the 
lottery-bug. “The loss of re- 
venue i$ nothing compared to 
the enormity of the disease. ” 
Mr. Khurana said. He added 
that he would request other 
state administrations not to 
allow the sale of the.r tetter- 
ies in the Indian capital. The 
step follows growing protests 
against lotteries here hv 
housewives forum* complain- 
ing that the dream of bceom- 
!!!? millionaires u\ rrniehr 

irate m ° r ? * ,p0 Pte toti* 
?S 50rn1 gambling. 

tinn N hurani, .‘‘ adminisiu 
ton ra.d it will nKo -dap a 

.l 1cr rithi tax on lonetv 
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